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Call to Worship 

Lord, we come to you this day, seeking your healing and
restoring love. Give us courage to reach out to you in 
the good and easy times as well as in the times of strain
and stress. Open our hearts to receive your message of 
peace and hope. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. 
Amen.

Hymn R&S 619   We meet you, O Christ, in many a 
guise 

We meet you, O Christ, in many a guise:
Your image we see in simple and wise.
You live in a palace, exist in a shack.
We see you, the gardener, a tree on Your back.

In millions alive, away and abroad;
Involved in our life you live down the road.
Imprisoned in systems, you long to be free.
We see you, Lord Jesus, still bearing your tree.

We hear you, O Christ, in agony cry.
For freedom you march, in riots You die.
Your face in the papers we read and we see.
The tree must be planted - by human decree.

You choose to be made at one with the earth;
The dark of the grave prepares for your birth.
Your death is your rising, creative your word:
The tree springs to life and our hope is restored.

Fred Kaan (1929-2009)

Prayers  of  Thanksgiving,  Confession  and  the
Lord’s Prayer

Dear God, 

Thank you for your amazing power and work in our 
lives. 
Thank you for your goodness and for your 
blessings over us. 

Thank you that you are able to bring hope through 
even the toughest of times, strengthening us for your
purposes. 
Thank you for your great love and care. 

Thank you for your mercy and grace. Thank you that 
you are always with us and will never leave us. 
Thank you for your incredible sacrifice so that 
we might have freedom and life. 

Help us to set our eyes and our hearts on you afresh. 
Renew our spirits, fill us with your peace and joy. 
We love you and we need you, this day and 
every day. We give you praise and thanks, for 
you alone are worthy! 

In Jesus' Name, Amen.

Lord God, your love for humankind
present in the beginning of all things,
extends throughout history
and touches even my life.

Your love sees failings and forgives.
Your love feels pain and wipes away our tears.
Your love knows grief and comforts the sorrowful.
Your love sees sin and still loves the sinner.

Forgive us when we fail to live lives that reflect your 
love.
Forgive us the many times when we take for granted
all that you have done for us.



Transform us, through your Spirit,
and empower us to serve you,
this day and all days
Amen

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name;  thy  kingdom come;  thy  will  be  done,  on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread.  And  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  the  power  and  the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Reading –  Romans 12: 9-21

Talk especially for our younger friends

Prayer for our young people

Children are  a  precious  gift  from God.  So,  when the
challenges of life come along, it’s easy to fear for their
futures. But praise God, we have the gift of praying for
children we know and love, and those around the world
who may be facing difficult times.

Thank  you,  Lord  for  your  divine  protection  over  our
children.  Keep them safe as they travel  to  and from
school.  Protect  them  from  any  physical  harm  while
they  are  in  school,  especially  as  they  face  the
challenges  to  do  with  covid  Guard  their  hearts  and
minds  as  they  step  out  to  meet  new  friends.  Let
negative  words  or  comments,  roll  off them  and  not
take root in their minds. Cover them as they navigate
this  new  school  year  and  guide  them  in  the  right
direction. In Jesus’ name, Amen!

Hymn R&S 549  One more step along the world I go

One more step along the world I go,
one more step along the world I go,
from the old things to the new,
keep me travelling along with you:

And it's from the old I travel to the new;
keep me travelling along with you.

Round the corners of the world I turn,
more and more about the world I learn;
all the new things that I see
you'll be looking at along with me.

And it's from the old …..

As I travel through the bad and good,
keep me travelling the way I should;
where I see no way to go
you'll be telling me the way, I know.

And it's from the old…..

Give me courage when the world is rough,
keep me loving though the world is tough;
leap and sing in all I do,
keep me travelling along with you.

And it's from the old…..

You are older than the world can be,
you are younger than the life in me;
ever old and ever new,
keep me travelling along with you.

And it's from the old …..
Sydney Carter (1915-2004)

Reading – Matthew 16: 21-28

Address

Offertory Prayer & Prayers of Intercession



For the blessings of this and all our days, we 
thank you, gracious God. Accept, we pray, not 
just this money but also our lives freely offered in
gratitude for all you have done for us. Use them 
both, in this place and wherever you might take 
us. Amen.

A responsive prayer of intercession:

Within our darkest night, Let your light shine.

God of all creation, you hold the depths of the earth in 
your hands.
You are closer to us than the air we breathe.
Fill our souls with your wonderful love and light.
Give us strength and courage to reflect that love and 
light in the world.
Let us never shrink back from who we are in you or hide
our light inside ourselves. Renew in us a sense of joy,
painting the dark shadows around us with your light, 
your love and your salvation.
Hear us today as we pray for a world too often darkened
by hatred, evil, power and greed.

Within our darkest night,   Let your light shine.

God of power and might, your broken world cries out 
from the depths,
a world dominated by the darkness of war, terror, pain 
and suffering.
We think of the on-going and deepening conflicts in so 
many parts of the world
We share the pain and anguish of those who have had 
to flee from their homes,
countries and livelihoods, who risk their lives,
desperate for a new start free from fear and war.
May they see your light, feel your strength and power
and know the truth of your promise
that we shall not be overcome by the dark shadows of 

life
or the darkness of human nature.

Within our darkest night, Let your light shine.

God of compassion and grace, we share with you our 
love and concern
for people in a dark place today.
We have on our hearts the friends and loved ones of 
the victims of violence and hatred.
We pray that they will find your strength
in the compassion and love of those around them.
We pray for tolerance in our society.
We pray for all Muslims suffering from Anti-Islamic 
hate crimes.
Let your light shine through the darkness of all their 
pain and their suffering.

Within our darkest night, Let your light shine.

God of life, we ask for your healing power
on those who are enduring pain and illness.
We especially think of all those we name quietly in 
our hearts
We share the grief of people close to us, who’ve 
recently lost loved ones.
We know your everlasting light shines with us,
in moments of great sadness and great joy.

Within our darkest night,  Let your light shine.

God of love and hope,
Renew in us a deeper sense of who we are in you.
Help us to be aware of your presence each and every
day.
Make us instruments of love and praise.
May our words, actions and lives be living examples
of your forgiving, healing, life-giving love.  Amen.

Hymn R&S 558  Will you come and follow me



Will you come and follow me
 if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know
and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown,
will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown
in you and you in me?

Will you leave your self behind
if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind
and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare
should your life attract or scare,
will you let me answer prayer
in you and you in me?

Will you love the ‘you’ you hide
if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside
and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you’ve found
to reshape the world around
through my sight and touch and sound
in you and you in me?

Lord, your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you
and never be the same.
In your company I’ll go
where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow
in you and you in me.

John Bell  (1949-   ) & Graham Maule (1958-   )

Blessing  
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