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20th September 2020 at 11.00am                            

Led by Mark Hodgson

Call to Worship 

God calls the strong and the weak, 
the grateful and the grumblers, 
those who have much to give and those who have little. 
And God calls us.  
So, come and worship the God 
whose righteousness and generosity is beyond words 
and whose infinite love binds us all together 
in the unity of God’s creation 
and in the everlasting Kingdom.  

Hymn R&S 732   Psalm 145  O Lord, thou art my God 
and King

O Lord, thou art my God and King; 
thee will I magnify and praise: 
thee will I bless, and gladly sing 
unto thy holy name always.  

Each day I rise I will thee bless, 
and praise thy name time without end: 
Much to be praised, and great God is; 
his greatness none can comprehend.  

Age unto age thy works shall praise, 
declare the marvels done by thee; 
and I will tell thy glorious ways, 
the honour of thy majesty.  
Thy wondrous works I will record: 

by nations shall the might be told 
of all thy dreadful acts, O Lord: 
and I thy greatness will unfold.  

They utter shall abundantly 
the memory of thy goodness great, 
and shall sing praises cheerfully, 
whilst they thy righteousness relate.  

Scottish Metrical Psalter 1650

Prayers of Approach and confession

Let us pray 

Gracious God, we offer our hands to do Your work; 
we offer our hearts to pray for Your world; 
we offer our gifts to be used in Your service; 
we offer our lives to be changed by Your Spirit, 
and we offer our thanks for all You have done for us.  

We come to You now with love in our hearts, 
praise on our lips, 
intent on worship.  
We come to offer our time and our thoughts to 
You.  
We come to receive both Your comfort and 
Your challenge for us.  

Lord, unite our prayers and our worship,
that Your name may be glorified.

Forgive us, Lord of love, 
when we are first to take and the last to give; 
when we are first in the queue for the best things, 
but the last to say thank you for all we have; 
dear Lord: forgive us.  



When we are the first to complain that things are not 
fair, 
and the last to be grateful for all we have been given, 
dear Lord: forgive us.  

For the times when we have not lived in a manner 
worthy of the gospel of Christ, 
dear Lord: forgive us.  

For the times when we have not stood firm to Your 
kingdom values, 
dear Lord: forgive us.  

For the times when we have not united in the Spirit, 
dear Lord: forgive us.  

For the times we have heard Your call but turned away 
from You, 
dear Lord: forgive us.  

For the times we have not celebrated Your goodness 
and love, 
dear Lord: forgive us.  

We are sorry that we do not always listen, 
do not always hear, do not always obey; 
and we ask for discernment, courage and 
strength 
to be faithful to You 
sure in the knowledge that we are forgiven 
at the very moment we say sorry.  

We say together the prayer which Jesus taught all his 
disciples to say.  Praying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Reading –  Jonah 3: 10 to 4: 11

All age address - Jonah is a “Binky bonk” 

Prayer for our young people

Loving God,
sometimes we feel that things are just not fair and
go off in a sulk.  
Lord,  open  our  eyes  to  see  ourselves  not  just  as
others do but as You see us.  
Prick the bubble of our anger and jealousy.  
Remove the green lenses from our envious eyes 
so that we can see the floor board stuck in our own
eye,  before  considering  taking  out  the  speck  of
sawdust from our friend’s.  
May  we  see  our  silliness  and  laugh  at  our
foolishness, 
humbly say sorry for being such a binky bonk, 
and know the freedom of your forgiveness.  
In Christ Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen. 

Hymn R&S 353  There’s a wideness in God’s mercy

There's a wideness in God's mercy,
like the wideness of the sea.



There's a kindness in his justice,
which is more than liberty. 

There is plentiful redemption
in the blood that has been shed.
There is joy for all the members
in the sorrows of the head. 

There is grace enough for thousands
of new worlds as great as this; 
there is room for fresh creations
in the Lord’s unfathomed bliss. 

For the love of God is broader
than the measures of our mind.
And the heart of the Eternal
is most wonderfully kind. 

But we make his love too narrow 
by false limits of our own; 
and we magnify his strictness
with a zeal he will not own. 

If our love were but more simple,
we should take him at his word,
and our lives would be illumined
by the glory of the Lord.

F W Faber (1814 -63)

Reading – Matthew 20: 1-16

Address

A Prayer of thanksgiving

We thank You, gracious God, 
that You have work for each of us to do 
in the furtherance of Your kingdom. 
Grant us all the integrity to do that work 
to the best of our ability, 

shedding any signs of envy 
and not comparing ourselves with others, 
Help us to rejoice that, with You, all are needed 
and all are valued in Your sight.  
We thank You for all Your valuable gifts to us as we 
make our humble repayment in our regular giving for
the furtherance of Your kingdom.  
We pray in Jesus’ name.  
Amen.  

Intercessory Prayer
And we continue in prayer for the world and its 
people.  

Creator God, 
you call us to love and to serve you with body, mind, 
and spirit through loving your creation and our sisters
and brothers.  
Open our hearts in compassion and receive these 
prayers on behalf of the needs of the world, its 
people and ourselves.  

Loving God, 
sometimes we feel that things are just not fair 
Some have plenty; 
while others have nothing.  
Some can do what they want; 
while others have to do as they are told.  
Some people find everything easy; 
while others find that life is a struggle.  

May we always work and pray for justice, 
and joyfully celebrate your generous love to us.
Eternal, ever-present God, 
in the struggles and joys of this day, we pray: 



for those who are overburdened, weighed down, 
demoralised, fearful or desolate because of what life has
thrown at them, especially at this time of pandemic.  
God, be with them.  
For those engulfed in pain and anguish, facing illness 
and death.  
God, be with them.  
For those troubled in mind and spirit, who can find no 
peace or calm.  
God, be with them.  
For those alone and lonely, without friend or comfort.  
God, be with them.  
For those frightened and bewildered, who see no 
direction or purpose in their lives.  
God, be with them.  

Coaching God, 
we praise Your abiding guidance, 
for You sent us Jesus, our Teacher and Saviour, 
to model for us the way of love for the whole 
universe.  
We offer these prayers of love 
on behalf of ourselves and our neighbours, 
and on behalf of Your creation and all our sisters 
and brothers.  
Bless them all 
in this and every hour; 
in this and every step of life’s journey.  Amen.  

Hymn R&S 620  For the healing of the nations

For the healing of the nations, 
Lord, we pray with one accord, 
for a just and equal sharing 
of the things that earth affords. 
To a life of love in action 
help us rise and pledge our word.  

Lead us, Father, into freedom, 
from despair your world release,
that, redeemed from war and hatred, 
all may come and go in peace. 
Show us how through care and goodness 
fear will die and hope increase.  

All that kills abundant living, 
let it from the earth be banned: 
pride of status, race or schooling, 
dogmas that obscure your plan. 
In our common quest for justice 
may we hallow life's brief span.  

You, Creator-God, have written 
your great name on humankind; 
for our growing in your likeness 
bring the life of Christ to mind; 
that by our response and service 
earth its destiny may find.  

Fred Kaan (1929 – 2009) 

Blessing  

May the generosity of God challenge and 
inspire us 
to include all in our prayers, 
invite all to our table 
and ensure that all are treated 
with dignity, fairness and respect.  

And the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
rest and remain with us all, now and forever.  
Amen.  
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