
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC 

Order of Service

27th September 2020 at 11.00am   

Led by Rev James Breslin

Call to Worship and Scripture Sentence

Look to the Lord and be strong; at all times seek his 
presence

Hymn R&S 106   Thy ceaseless, unexhausted love

Thy ceaseless, unexhausted love,
   unmerited and free,
delights our evil to remove,
   and help our misery.

Thou waitest to be gracious still;
   thou dost with sinners bear,
that, saved, we may thy goodness feel,
   and all thy grace declare.

Thy goodness and thy truth to me,
   to every soul, abound,
a vast, unfathomable sea,
   where all our thoughts are drowned.

Its streams the whole creation reach,
   so plenteous is the store,
enough for all, enough for each,
   enough for evermore.

Faithful, O Lord, thy mercies are,
   a rock that cannot move;
a thousand promises declare
   thy constancy of love.

Throughout the universe it reigns,
   unalterably sure;
and while the truth of God remains
   the goodness must endure.

Charles Wesley (1707-88)

Prayers of Approach and confession

Almighty God: you alone are good and holy.
Purify our lives and make us brave disciples.
Keep us loyal in serving our Lord Jesus Christ,
Who tempted in every way as we are,
Remained faithful to you.
Amen

O Lord,
From lack of reverence for truth and beauty;
From a calculating or sentimental mind;
From going along with mean and ugly things;
O God, deliver us.
From artificial life and worship;
From all that is hollow or insincere;
O God, deliver us.
From selfishness, self-indulgence, or self-pity;
O God, deliver us.
From token concern for the poor,
For lonely or loveless people;
From confusing faith with good feeling,
Or love with wanting to be loved;
O God, deliver us.
For everything in us that may hide your light;
O God, light of life, forgive us.



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, 
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those that trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen 

Reading –  Exodus 17: 1-7

Prayer for our young people

Almighty God,
you see your children growing up
in an uncertain and confusing world.
Show them that your ways give more life,
than the ways of the world,
and that following you 
is better than chasing after selfish goals.
In these times of continuing uncertainty 
bless them with the knowledge of your love.
Give them strength to hold their faith in you
and to keep alive their joy in your creation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Reading – Matthew 21: 23-32

Hymn R&S 365  Rock of ages, cleft for me,

Rock of ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in thee;
let the water and the blood,
from thy riven side which flowed,
be of sin the double cure,
cleanse me from its guilt and power.

Not the labours of my hands
can fulfil thy law’s demands;
could my zeal no respite know,
could my tears for ever flow,
all for sin could not atone;
thou must save, and thou alone.

Nothing in my hand I bring,
simply to thy cross I cling;
naked, come to thee for dress;
helpless, look to thee for grace;
foul, I to the fountain fly;
wash me, Saviour, or I die.

While I draw this fleeting breath,
when mine eyes shall close in death,
when I soar through tracts unknown,
see thee on thy judgement-throne;
Rock of ages, cleft for me,
let me hide myself in thee.

Augustus  M. Toplady (1740-78)

Address



Offertory Prayer and Prayers of Intercession

Gracious God,
Because we are not strong enough 
To pray as we should,
You provide Christ Jesus and the Holy Spirit
To intercede for us in power.
In this confidence we ask you to accept our offerings 
and our prayers.
God of mercy:
Hear our prayer.
Faithful God,
You formed your church from the despised of the earth
And showed them mercy, 
That they might proclaim your salvation to all.
Strengthen those whom you choose today,
That they might faithfully endure all trials
By which you conform your church to the cross of Christ.
God of mercy:
Hear our prayer.
Loving God,
Hear us as we pray for those of this congregation
Gathered  through the medium of television and video.
Bless us as we remain united in spirit in your service  
and in worship, 
Though  separated in the body.
God of mercy:
Hear our prayer.
Compassionate God,
Your Son gives rest to those weary with heavy burdens.
Heal the sick in body, mind and spirit.
Be with those affected by the current pandemic 
Ill or isolated, at home or in hospital.
Lift up the depressed.
Befriend those who grieve.

Comfort the anxious and the needy.
God of mercy:
Hear our prayer.
God Most High,
In Jesus of Nazareth you show us the authority that 
pleases you:
For he rules not by power or might,
But serves in obedience to your will.
We pray for all in authority over us
Whether in great things or in little.
Deliver them from vain ambitions
That they may govern in wisdom and justice.
God of mercy:
Hear our prayer.
O God,
In your loving purpose
Answer our prayers and fulfil our hopes.
In all things for which we pray,
Give us the will to seek to bring them about,
For the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Hymn R&S 345  Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
   pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but thou art mighty,
   hold me with thy powerful hand:
      bread of heaven,
feed me now and evermore.

Open thou the crystal fountain
   whence the healing stream doth flow;
let the fiery, cloudy pillar,



   lead me all my journey through;
      strong deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield.

When I tread the verge of Jordan,
   bid my anxious fears subside;
death of death, and hell’s destruction,
   land me safe on Canaan’s side;
      songs of praises,
I will ever give to thee.

William Williams, Pantycelyn (1717-91)
& Peter Williams (1722-96)

Blessing  

Now to the One
Who by the power at work within us
Is able to do far more abundantly
Than all we can ask or imagine,
To God be glory in the church
And in Christ Jesus
To all generations for ever and ever.
And the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit,
Rest upon you now and always.
Amen
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