
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC                                                              

Order for Worship for 13th September 2020 at 11.00am 

 

Welcome and Notices 

Call to Worship – Psalm 51:15-17 

“O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. You 

do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take 

pleasure in burnt offerings. The sacrifices of God are a broken 

spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.” 

Hymn – R&S 96. Great is thy faithfulness 

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 

as thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

 

Great is thy faithfulness, great is thy faithfulness, 

morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided, 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

 

2. Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 

sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 

join with all nature in manifold witness 

to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

 

 

 

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

 

  T.O.Chisholm (1866-1960) 

Opening Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer  

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 

holy Name; through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. If we confess 

our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from every kind of wrong. 

 

God our Father, we have sinned against you and against one 

another, in thought, word and deed; we have not loved you 

with all our heart; we have not loved our neighbour as 

ourselves. But you have kept faith with us. Have mercy on us, 

forgive our sins, and restore us to newness of life, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

In repentance and in faith, receive the promise of grace and 

the assurance of pardon. Here are words you may trust, words 

that merit full acceptance: ‘Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners.’ To all who turn to him, he says: “Your sins are 

forgiven.” He also says: “Follow me.” 



Thanks be to God. 

 

We sum up our prayers as we say together the words that Jesus 

himself taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.    

Reading – Psalm 103:1-12 

Junior Church Promotions 

Richard Gaunt 

Dedication of our Junior Church and Leaders 

Almighty and Eternal God, we give you our thanks for all the joy, 

all the abundant gifts and all the enthusiasm that our young 

people bring to the life of our Church. We thank you for all the 

ways in which our young people challenge and stimulate our 

thinking about our faith and our growth as disciples.  

 

Now, Eternal God, we ask your blessing upon our young friends, 

praying that they may be able to meet again soon in their own 

groups for their own times of worship and spiritual discovery. 

May they continue to grow in faith and to deepen their love for 

you and for each other. May they continue to discover the 

importance of their own souls for a full and meaningful life and 

to live lives in the world that are guided by your Holy Spirit.  

Eternal God, we give thanks for those who give freely of their 

time and gifts to teach and to share the central elements of 

our faith with our young people. We give thanks for all that 

our Junior Church Leaders are doing during this time of 

pandemic to create a sense of belonging and togetherness 

amongst our young friends.  

 

Eternal God, we ask your blessing upon our Junior Church 

Leaders, that you will strengthen them for meeting the holy 

calling that you have given them, that you will continue to 

inspire them and encourage them in work that is vital to the 

well-being of our Church family. May we all grow together, 

supporting and encouraging each other as we seek to walk 

the way of Jesus in our world today. We offer our prayers 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer. Amen. 

 

Hymn – R&S 549. One more step along the world I go 

1. One more step along the world I go, 

one more step along the world I go, 

from the old things to the new 

keep me travelling along with you: 

And it’s from the old I travel to the new; 

keep me travelling along with you. 

 

2. Round the corner of the world I turn, 

more and more about the world I learn; 

all the new things that I see 

you’ll be looking at along with me: 

And it’s from the old I travel to the new; 

keep me travelling along with you. 



3. As I travel through the bad and good, 

keep me travelling the way I should; 

where I see no way to go 

you’ll be telling me the way, I know: 

And it’s from the old I travel to the new; 

keep me travelling along with you. 

 

4. Give me courage when the world is rough, 

keep me loving though the world is tough; 

leap and sing in all I do, 

keep me travelling along with you: 

And it’s from the old I travel to the new; 

keep me travelling along with you. 

 

5. You are older than the world can be, 

you are younger than the life in me; 

ever old and ever new, 

keep me travelling along with you: 

And it’s from the old I travel to the new; 

keep me travelling along with you. 

 

 Sydney  Carter (1915 – 2004) 

Reading – Matthew 18:21-35 

Talk – To Sin is Human; To Forgive is Divine 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Almighty and Eternal God, please receive our heartfelt thanks 

for all the many blessings of this life and for all your love and 

goodness towards us. As an expression of our gratitude we offer 

to you all that we have and all that we are, asking for your 

blessing on all our giving, in whatever ways we are able to 

give, and we pray that you will use our gifts for the work of 

your Kingdom of love, in our homes, in our Church, in our 

communities and in our world. 

Jesus taught his disciples always to pray and never to lose 

heart. 

God, all just and all merciful, your compassion is over all that 

you have made. We pray for your Church throughout the 

world: for our faithfulness in proclaiming the good news; for 

our mission to reach out with Christ’s love to all who are in 

need; for our witness, to shine as light wherever darkness 

prevails; for our peace and unity, so that we may be a sign of 

reconciliation to a divided and troubled world. 

We pray for all Christ’s people everywhere, that we may be 

given strength to walk his way, to embrace his truth and to 

show forth the values he lived by. 

We pray, Eternal God, for justice for all those who are denied 

it, all those who suffer for their beliefs, or who are persecuted 

for who they are, that their rights and dignity may be upheld. 

We pray for all those who are exploited and abused, either at 

work or in their own homes, that their cries might be heard.  

We pray for the many who go poor while the few prosper, 

that your earth’s resources may be wisely and fairly shared. 

We pray, Eternal God, for the world in all its need, for your 

peace everywhere. Especially today we pray for all those who 



are suffering in the current pandemic, all who are ill in hospital 

and at home; we pray for all victims of war, terror, hunger and 

disease, that they may find healing and freedom. We pray for all 

who have been forced to leave their homes, that they may find 

safety and security.  

We pray for all who misuse the power that has been entrusted 

to them, that they may serve others and not themselves. We 

pray for all those who nurture hatred and violence in their 

hearts, that they may come to see that human life, in all its 

wonderful variety, is far too precious to harm or destroy. 

In a moment of quiet reflection, we hold before God, in the 

silence of our hearts, all those whom we know to be in need of 

our prayers today: 

Silence 

We pray, Eternal God, that you will touch them with your healing 

love and that your light will shine in their darkness. 

Eternal God, we remember with joy those whose journey on 

earth has ended and who are now with you, whose lives have 

helped and encouraged us on our way. We pray that we may 

come with them to that place where there are no endings or 

beginnings, but one equal joy in your eternal presence. And to 

you, Eternal God, be all honour, praise and glory, now and for 

evermore. Amen. 

 

 

Invitation to the Table  

Jesus was often a guest. He shared many meals with his 

friends, and they long remembered his words at the table. 

Though some disapproved of the company he kept, Jesus ate 

and drank with all kinds of people and showed everyone the 

love of God. Wherever people met together Jesus was glad to 

be welcomed and to be fed. In our homes, he is with us and he 

shares with us, whoever we are and whatever we bring, and 

he will nourish us and strengthen us. 

Hymn – R&S 217. When I survey the wondrous cross 

1. When I survey the wondrous Cross, 

on which the Prince of glory died, 

my richest gain I count but loss, 

and pour contempt on all my pride.  

 

2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

save in the death of Christ my God; 

all the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 

3. See from his head, his hands, his feet, 

sorrow and love flow mingled down; 

did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

 

 

 



4. His dying crimson, like a robe, 

spreads o’er his body on the tree; 

then am I dead to all the globe, 

and all the globe is dead to me. 

 

5. Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

that were a present far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, 

demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

 Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

The Story 

On the night before he died, Jesus shared a meal with twelve of 

his disciples in an upstairs room in Jerusalem. The Gospel writer 

tells us what happened that night: 

“While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after 

blessing it, he broke it, gave it to them, and said, ‘Take this; this is 

my body.’ Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to 

them, and all of them drank from it. He said to them, ‘This is my 

blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly, I tell 

you, I will never again drink the fruit of the vine until that day 

when I drink it new in the Kingdom of God.’” (Mark 14:22-25) 

We are the friends and disciples of Jesus today. He invites us to 

break bread together, to remember him and to pray that God’s 

Kingdom will come. 

The Thanksgiving 

God is with us! 

God is with us! 

We give thanks and praise to God! 

We give thanks and praise to God! 

Loving God, the world you made is beautiful and full of 

wonder. You have made us, with all your creatures, and you 

love all that you have made. You have given us the words of 

your prophets, the stories of your people through the 

generations, and the gathered wisdom of so many years. You 

have given us Jesus, your Son, to be born and to grow up in 

difficult times when there was little peace. 

He embraced people with your love and told stories to change 

us all. He healed those in pain and brought to life those who 

had lost hope. He made friends with anyone who would listen 

and loved even his enemies. For these things, he suffered. For 

these things, he died. And he was raised from death and lives 

with you for ever. And you give us your Holy Spirit, to teach us 

and to strengthen us, to remind us of Christ and to make us 

one in him. 

For all these amazing gifts, we thank and praise you. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest! 



We praise you that today we can use this special time to 

remember Jesus. We have heard the good news of your love; the 

cross is the sign of your arms stretched out in love for us and the 

empty tomb declares your love, which is stronger than death. 

Please now send your Holy Spirit on us, that Christ may be with 

us and that we may be made ready to live for you and to do 

what you ask of us, today and every day to come.  

We make our prayer through Jesus Christ, in the power of the 

Holy Spirit and in the love of the Creator, one God, to whom be 

glory and praise, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Sharing of Bread and Wine 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 

 

This bread symbolises for us all that Jesus achieved in his earthly 

life and ministry. May the spirit in which he lived be our spirit. 

 

This cup symbolises for us all that Jesus achieved in his suffering 

and dying on the cross. May the spirit in which he died be our 

spirit. 

 

 

The Prayer after Communion 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise that when we were 

still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying 

and living, he declared your love, gave us grace and opened the 

gate of glory. May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit 

lights give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you 

have set before us; so that we and all your children may be 

free, and the whole earth live to praise your name. Through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer. Amen. 

 

Hymn – R&S 366. And can it be  T. Sagina, CH4 396 (2) 

Please note that lines 5 and 6 in each verse are repeated 

1. And can it be that I should gain 

An interest in the Saviour’s blood? 

Died He for me, who caused His pain? 

For me, who Him to death pursued? 

Amazing love! How can it be 

That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

 

2. ’Tis mystery all! The Immortal dies: 

Who can explore His strange design? 

In vain the first-born seraph tries 

To sound the depths of love divine! 

’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore, 

Let angel minds inquire no more. 

 

3. He left His Father’s throne above, 

So free, so infinite His grace; 

Emptied Himself of all but love, 

And bled for Adam’s helpless race. 

‘Tis mercy all, immense and free; 

For, O my God, it found out me. 

 

 



4. Long my imprisoned spirit lay 

Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 

Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, 

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 

My chains fell off, my heart was free; 

I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 

 

5. No condemnation now I dread; 

Jesus, and all in Him, is mine! 

Alive in Him, my living Head, 

And clothed in righteousness divine, 

Bold I approach the eternal throne, 

And claim the crown, through Christ my own.  

 

  Charles Wesley (1707 – 88) 

 

Benediction - We say the words of ‘The Grace’ together: 

“May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and always. 

Amen.” 

 

The Opening Prayers, the Prayers of Intercession and the Order for 

Holy Communion are taken from “Worship: from the United 

Reformed Church”: adapted for use. 

CCL 114191 


