
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC                                                              
Order for Worship for 6th September 2020 at 11.00am               

150th Anniversary Celebration 

 

Welcome and Notices 

Call to Worship – Psalm 63:1-3 

“O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for 

you. My body longs for you, in a dry and weary land where there 

is no water. I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your 

power and your glory. Because your love is better than life, my 

lips will glorify you.” 

Hymn – R&S 567. Thy hand, O God, has guided 

1.  Thy hand, O God, has guided 

thy flock from age to age; 

the wondrous tale is written, 

full clear, on every page; 

thy people owned thy goodness, 

and we their deeds record; 

and both of this bear witness: 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

 

2.  Thy heralds brought glad tidings 

to greatest, as to least; 

they summoned all to hasten 

and share the great King’s feast; 

 

 

their gospel of redemption, 

sin pardoned, earth restored, 

was all in this enfolded: 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

 

3.  Thy mercy will not fail us, 

nor leave thy work undone; 

with thy right hand to help us, 

the victory shall be won; 

and then, by all creation, 

thy name shall be adored, 

and this shall be our anthem: 

one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

 
 E. H. Plumptre (1821-91) 
 
Opening Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer   

Almighty and Eternal God, Lord of our past, our present and 

our future, on this 150th Anniversary of our Church we join 

together to worship you, to bring you our thanks and praise. 

We come to praise you that, in all the uncertainties of life, we 

find in you one who is unchanging, a rock on which we can 

build our lives, a shield to protect us along the way, a light to 

guide our footsteps and a love that fills our hearts with joy. 

Lord, you have been our dwelling-place in all generations. 

From everlasting to everlasting you are our God. 

Eternal God, we praise you for all the ways in which you have 

blessed us over the years, as individuals and as a Church: for 



the times of fellowship we have shared, for the faith that has 

been nurtured, for the care and support that has been given and 

received and for the friendships we have enjoyed. 

Lord, you have been our dwelling-place in all generations. From 

everlasting to everlasting you are our God. 

We praise you for all the experiences that we have gone through 

together; for the hopes that have been realised, for the 

disappointments that have been overcome, for all the lessons that 

have been learned and for all the service that has been offered. 

Lord, you have been our dwelling-place in all generations. From 

everlasting to everlasting you are our God. 

As we offer our praises, so we also ask for your forgiveness. When 

we have been slow to remember your goodness and have 

forgotten your many blessings, please forgive us and renew us. 

When we have lost sight of the resources and gifts that you put at 

our disposal, when we have dwelt on our fears rather than your 

strength, on our problems rather than your promises and on our 

own lives rather than your Kingdom, please forgive us and renew 

us. 

When we become wrapped up in what is unimportant, putting 

our trust in what finally cannot satisfy and our energy into what 

ultimately is secondary to our calling, please forgive us and renew 

us. 

Lord, you have been our dwelling-place in all generations. From 

everlasting to everlasting you are our God. 

Eternal God, please go with us now into the days ahead. Help 

us to recognise your love and your mercy in all situations. Help 

us to know that you will never fail us and may that knowledge 

shape our life together. Help us to build on all that has gone 

before, so that we may follow you more faithfully, love you 

more truly and see more clearly what you would have us do. 

Lord, you have been our dwelling-place in all generations. 

From everlasting to everlasting you are our God. 

We share together in the words that Jesus himself taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 

lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

  

Reading – Exodus 12:1-14 

Family Talk 

Anthem – ‘King of Glory, King of Peace’ by Eric Thiman 

Hymn – R&S 582. Thanks be to God, whose Church on earth 

1. Thanks be to God, whose Church on earth 

has stood the tests of time and place, 

and everywhere proclaims new birth 

through Christ whose love reveals God’s face. 

 



2. Thanks be to God, whose Spirit sent 

apostles out upon his way; 

from east and west the message went; 

on Greek and Roman dawned the day. 

 

3. Thanks be to God, whose later voice 

from west to east sent back the word 

which, through the servants of his choice, 

at last in every tongue was heard. 

 

4. Thanks be to God who now would reach 

his listeners in more global ways; 

now each will send the news, and each 

receive and answer it in praise. 

 

5. Thanks be to God, in whom we share 

today the mission of his Son; 

may all his Church that time prepare 

when, like the task, the world is one. 

   Caryl Micklem (1925 – 2003) 

 

 

Blessing for our Young Friends 

Almighty and Eternal God, we give thanks for all that our young 

friends have shared and continue to share with us that brings so 

much joy to our Church family. We give thanks for the uplifting 

way in which they share their gifts and talents with us and for 

the ways in which they challenge us to become better disciples. 

As they return to school and as they enjoy their leisure time at 

home and with their friends, we ask your blessing upon them, 

that you will keep them safe in all situations and that you will 

help them to know that they are always surrounded by your 

watchful love and care. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord and 

our Redeemer. Amen. 

Reading – Matthew 18:15-20 

Sermon – “Festival Features”, given by Rev’d Geoffrey Clarke, 

East Midlands Synod Moderator 

Hymn – R&S 603. Lord, for the years, your love has kept 

1. Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 

urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 

sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided: 

Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 

 

2. Lord, for that Word, the Word of life which fires us, 

speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 

teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us: 

Lord of the Word, receive your people’s praise. 

 

3. Lord, for our land, in this our generation, 

spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care: 

for young and old, for commonwealth and nation, 

Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 

 

4. Lord, for our world, when we disown and doubt you, 

loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain, 

hungry and helpless, lost indeed with you: 

Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 

 



5. Lord, for ourselves; in living power remake us –  

self on the cross and Christ upon the throne; 

past put behind us, for the future take us, 

Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 

   Timothy Dudley-Smith (1926 - ) altd. 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Almighty and Eternal God, we give you our deepest thanks for all 

the many blessings that have been received through the worship, 

witness and life of our Church over the last 150 years. We thank 

you for our Church family now, for all the friendships we enjoy, 

for all the support and encouragement we receive, for the joy of 

being able to worship you in familiar surroundings and in the 

knowledge that we are loved and accepted.  

Eternal God, please receive our heartfelt thanks. 

 

Eternal God, we thank you for the worship we enjoy, for the 

witness to your love that we are called to share, for the pastoral 

care and support that we have been privileged to give and receive 

over so many years and which is so important to us now.  

Eternal God, please receive our heartfelt thanks. 

 

Eternal God, while we are saddened that many of our special 

celebrations have had to be postponed, we thank you that 

through all the worship and activities we have planned for this 

year and for next year we might grow in love for you and for each 

other and know ourselves rededicated and renewed for witness 

and service. 

Eternal God, please receive our heartfelt thanks. 

Almighty and Eternal God, every good and wonderful gift 

comes from you. We offer to you our gifts, in whatever way 

we can give them, as an expression of our gratitude, all that 

we have and all that we are, praying that you will take and 

use all for the sharing of your Kingdom, amongst us and 

across our world. 

 

Almighty God, we bring you our prayers in the knowledge that 

our prayers matter to you and that you are already working for 

us and within us. We pray for our Church family, that in these 

difficult and sometimes dangerous days you will keep us all 

safe and bring us to that day when we can be together again 

for worship in our sanctuary. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

 

Eternal God, we pray for our continuing mission, as individuals 

and as a Church family, that the love that we offer may be 

your love and that others may be brought into relationship 

with you through what we do and say.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Eternal God, we pray for all those whom we know to be in 

need of our prayers today, for those in hospital, those 

recovering at home, those who are ill or who cannot lead the 

life they would wish, for those who are lonely and afraid and 

for those who are face to face with the reality of death and 

loss. We pray that you will bring them all your peace, your 

strength and the awareness of your love and care surrounding 

them. In a moment of quiet reflection, we hold them before 

you in the silence of our hearts. 



Silence 

 

Eternal God, who has given us life, you know us as we are, 

understand what we have been and see what we may become. 

We commit our lives to you that you may make them new: 

loving, generous, committed to hope and fearless in doing your 

will, that we may play our part in making your Kingdom real on 

earth, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Presentation of our Anniversary Pictures 

Hymn – R&S 580. Lord, you give the great commission 

1. Lord, you give the great commission: 

‘Heal the sick and preach the word’. 

Lest the Church neglect its’ mission 

and the gospel go unheard, 

help us witness to your purpose 

with renewed integrity; 

with the Spirit’s gifts empower us 

for the work of ministry. 

 

2. Lord, you call us to your service: 

‘In my name baptize and teach’. 

That the world may trust your promise, 

life abundant meant for each, 

give us all new fervour, draw us 

closer in community; 

with the Spirit’s gifts empower us 

for the work of ministry. 

 

3. Lord, you make the common holy: 

‘This my body, this my blood’. 

Let us all, for earth’s true glory 

daily lift life heavenward, 

asking that the world around us 

share your children’s liberty; 

with the Spirit’s gifts empower us 

for the work of ministry. 

 

4. Lord, you show us love’s true measure; 

‘Father, what they do, forgive’. 

Yet we hoard as private treasure 

all that you so freely give. 

May your care and mercy lead us 

to a just society; 

with the Spirit’s gifts empower us 

for the work of ministry. 

 

5. Lord, you bless with words assuring: 

‘I am with you to the end’. 

Faith and hope and love restoring, 

may we serve as you intend, 

and, amid the cares that claim us, 

hold in mind eternity; 

with the Spirit’s gifts empower us 

for the work of ministry. 

 Jeffery Rowthorn (1934 - ) 

 



Benediction – A Celtic Blessing, music by J D Morris 

May the road rise to meet you. 
May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sun shine warm, warm upon your face. 
The rain fall soft, fall soft upon your field. 
May the sun shine, may the rain fall soft on your fields 

and until we meet again, may God hold you in the hollow of his 
hand.  
In the hollow of his hand, may God hold you. 
 
We say together the words of ‘The Grace’: 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and always. 
Amen. 

 

Opening Prayers taken from ‘Prayers for All Seasons, Book 2’ by 
Nick Fawcett; adapted for use. 

 

CCL 114191 


