
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC                                                              

Order for Worship for 4th October 2020 at 11.00am 

 

Welcome and Notices 

Call to Worship – Proverbs 3:3, 5 & 6 

“Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your 

neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. … Trust in the Lord 

with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding; in 

all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths 

straight.” 

Hymn – R&S 104. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven 

1. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 

    To his feet thy tribute bring; 

    Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

    Who like me his praise should sing? 

    Praise him! praise him! Praise him! praise him! 

    Praise the everlasting King! 

 

2. Praise him for his grace and favour 

    To his people in distress; 

    Praise him still the same for ever, 

    Slow to chide and swift to bless: 

    Praise him! praise him! Praise him! praise him! 

    Glorious in his faithfulness! 

 

 

 

3. Father-like he tends and spares us: 

    Well our feeble frame he knows: 

    In his hands he gently bears us, 

    Rescues us from all our foes: 

    Praise him! praise him! Praise him! praise him! 

    Widely as his mercy flows! 

 

4. Frail as summer’s flower we flourish, 

    Blows the wind and it is gone, 

    But while mortals rise and perish 

    God endures unchanging on. 

    Praise him! praise him! Praise him! praise him! 

    Praise the high Eternal One! 

 

5. Angels help us to adore him, 

    Ye behold him face to face; 

    Sun and moon bow down before him, 

    Dwellers all in time and space: 

    Praise him! praise him! Praise him! praise him! 

    Praise with us the God of grace! 

 

   H F Lyte (1793-1847) 

 

Opening Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer  

Almighty and Eternal God, we offer you this special time in 
worship. We come before you as we are, with all our joys and 
all our achievements and with all our disappointments and all 
our failures. 
We take time to be still in your presence and we long to find 
our true selves in wonder, love and praise.  
 



May we worship you with our whole selves, our souls, our bodies 
and our minds, that we might know ourselves loved and cherished 
and important to your purposes.  
May we be renewed, encouraged and strengthened through this 
sacred time with you, so that we may offer you all that we are 
and do in our lives and work, so that we may walk more 
confidently with you and so that we may look for your presence 
in the heart of the storm and not fear your absence from it. 
 
As we come to worship you, Eternal God, we do so aware of the 
many ways in which we have forgotten you and your claim upon 
our lives.  
When we have ignored your voice within us and chosen to go our 
own way,  
please forgive us and renew us.  
 
When we have been too busy or too preoccupied to spend time 
with you and so have forgotten your power to help us and to 
change us,  
please forgive us and renew us.  
 
When we have missed valuable opportunities or have chosen to 
ignore them because we were blind or lazy,  
please forgive us and renew us.  
 
When we have hurt others, deliberately or unintentionally, 
especially those closest to us,  
please forgive us and renew us.  
 
Eternal God, we praise you that with you the past never has the 
last word and that you are always offering us forgiveness and the 
promise of a new way.  
We claim that promise for ourselves now. May we know 
ourselves forgiven, loved and free and may we ever strive to 
walk your way of peace and love. 

We sum up our prayers as we say together the words that 
Jesus himself taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
    
Reading – Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 

Family Talk 

Hymn – R&S 523. Give me joy in my heart 

1. Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, 

give me joy in my heart, I pray; 

give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, 

keep me praising till the break of day. 

 

Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna! 

Sing hosanna to the King of kings! 

Sing hosanna! Sing hosanna! 

Sing hosanna to the king! 

 

2. Give me peace in my heart, keep me loving, 

give me peace in my heart, I pray; 

give me peace in my heart, keep me loving, 

keep me loving till the break of day.  

 

 

 



3. Give me love in my heart, keep me serving, 

give me love in my heart, I pray; 

give me love in my heart, keep me serving, 

keep me serving till the break of day. 

   Traditional 

 

Blessing for our Young Friends 

Almighty and Eternal God, we ask your blessing on all our young 

friends. We pray that you will keep them safe and strong, 

whether at home or at school. We pray that you will encourage 

them if they should start to feel disheartened. We pray that you 

will inspire them if they should start to doubt themselves. We 

pray that you will assure them of your love if they should feel 

lonely and friendless. We pray that you will quickly bring them 

to that time when they may be together again with their friends 

in Church. We offer our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord and our Redeemer. Amen.  

 

Reading – Luke 14:15-24 

Talk – The Parable of the Great Banquet 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Almighty and Eternal God, we thank you from the bottom of our 

hearts for all that enriches our daily lives and gives our living 

meaning and purpose.  

 

For those special people who make us feel loved and secure, 

We give you our thanks and praise. 

  

For all those who share themselves with us in friendship, 

especially for those who stand beside us and hold us when life 

becomes difficult and challenging, 

We give you our thanks and praise. 

 

For those who have taught us the skills we need for life, those 

who have taught us what really matters and who have given us 

a set of values to live by, 

We give you our thanks and praise. 

 

For the fellowship of disciples to which we belong, where we 

find friendship, acceptance and a shared desire to worship and 

to follow the way of Jesus, 

We give you our thanks and praise. 

 

For all those amazing people who day by day are putting their 

own lives at risk, both in hospitals and in the community in 

order that we might be given the healing we need, the support 

we need, the security we need and the essentials for life and 

well-being, 

We give you our thanks and praise. 

 

We give thanks, Eternal God, for all those who care for us. We 

pray for all with whom we work and for all with whom we 

have daily dealings, that all our relationships may be grounded 

in love and in honesty. 

 

As an expression of our gratitude, Eternal God, we offer to 

you ourselves, all that we have and all that we are, praying 

that you will use our offerings, in whatever way we are able 



to give them, for the work of your Kingdom, amongst ourselves 

and across your world. 

 

Almighty and Eternal God, we pray for all those whom we know 

who are ill, especially those in hospital, those who are recovering 

from illness or operations at home, those who have suffered an 

accident, those who feel that life is just not going their way, 

that you will comfort and strengthen them with the assurance of 

your healing touch. 

 

We pray for all those whom we know who suffer physically and 

for all those who suffer emotionally and spiritually; we pray for 

those struggling with anxiety or mental illness, those with 

memories that disturb or frighten them, those who cannot sleep 

at night, 

that you will give them the gift of your peace and the assurance 

of your abiding love in all situations. 

 

We pray for all who have lost confidence in themselves or in 

others on whom they rely. We pray for the world-weary, those 

who are too weak to live as they would wish to live and those who 

are worn down by the burdens they carry, 

that you will give them renewed strength and resilience and the 

determination to keep going when all seems lost. 

 

We pray for all those who are afraid of what the coming months 

may bring, fearing the rise in the infection rate, fearing increased 

isolation and loneliness and fearing becoming ill themselves. We 

pray for all students, those beginning their university adventure 

and those returning to university life, for whom life is not 

working out as they had planned or hoped, 

that you will reassure them that all things are passing and 

that the darkest time is just before the dawn. 

 

Almighty and Eternal God, we remember with heartfelt thanks 

all those that we have known and loved and who are now with 

you in eternity. We pray that we, with them, may one day 

come to know the joy and the peace of your eternal Kingdom. 

All these our prayers and the many unspoken prayers of our 

hearts we offer to you in the knowledge that it is impossible to 

pray honestly and for nothing to happen.  

And to you, Eternal God, be all honour, glory and praise, now 

and forever more. Amen. 

 

 

Invitation to the Table  

Jesus said that anyone who wanted to follow him could 

remember him by eating bread and drinking wine. We gather 

together now to celebrate Holy Communion in order to 

remember Jesus, to give thanks for all that he means for our 

day to day living and to commit ourselves to trying to walk his 

way more faithfully. 

 

 

 

 



Hymn – R&S 373. Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us  

1. Lord Jesus Christ, 
you have come to us, 
you are one with us, 
Mary’s Son – 
cleansing our souls from all their sin, 
pouring your love and goodness in; 
Jesus, our love for you we sing, 
living Lord. 

 
2. Lord Jesus Christ, 

now and every day 
teach us how to pray, 
Son of God. 
You have commanded us to do 
this, in remembrance, lord, of you; 
into our lives your power breaks through, 
living Lord. 

 
3. Lord Jesus Christ, 

you have come to us, 
born as one of us, 
Mary’s Son –  
led out to die on Calvary, 
risen from death to set us free; 
living Lord Jesus, help us see 
you are Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Lord Jesus Christ, 
we would come to you, 
live our lives for you, 
Son of God; 
all your commands we know are true, 
your many gifts will make us new; 
into our lives your power breaks through, 
living Lord. 

 
  Patrick Appleford (1925 - ) altd. 
 
The Story 

To anyone who wants to follow him, Jesus gave an example 

and a command, based on the experience he shared with his 

disciples in an upstairs room in Jerusalem. 

 

On the night on which he was betrayed and as they were 

sitting at a meal, Jesus took a piece of bread and broke it. He 

gave it to his disciples saying, “This is my body. It is broken 

for you. Do this to remember me.” 

Later, after they had eaten, Jesus took a cup of wine and 

said, “This cup is the new relationship with God made 

possible because of my death. Drink this all of you, to 

remember me.” 

So, now we do as Jesus did. And as he said a prayer of thanks 

with his friends, so now we give our thanks and praise to God. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Eternal God, we thank and praise you that it is possible for us 

to know and love you, to trust you and to serve you. You have 



made our beautiful world and you have made us to enjoy it and to 

enjoy being with each other.   

 

Eternal God, we thank you for the example of Jesus. We thank 

you for the love he shared with all people; we thank you that he 

showed us the importance of loving you and putting you first in 

our lives; we thank you that he taught us that we can always say 

sorry and find a new way of living; we thank you for the care he 

gave to people in need and for the way he encouraged people 

who had lost confidence in themselves. We thank you too that 

he was prepared to suffer and to die in order that his message of 

love should be shared with the world. 

 

So, now, we come to this table to remember Jesus and to ask that 

we might be strengthened to live as he lived. Help us to be faithful 

followers of his way, sharing his love with all that we meet. Amen. 

 

The Sharing of the Bread and the Wine 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 

 

This bread symbolises for us all that Jesus achieved in his earthly 

life and ministry. Let us eat with thanksgiving and may the spirit in 

which he lived be our spirit. 

 

This wine symbolises for us all that Jesus achieved in his suffering 

and death on the cross. Let us drink with thanksgiving and may 

the spirit in which he died be our spirit. 

 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Eternal God, we give you our deep thanks for this time 

together, for these symbols that have reminded us of Jesus 

and for these people we know and love. We now offer you 

our day to day living. Help us to go out to live as changed 

people, to walk in the way of Jesus and to share love and 

kindness with all. Amen. 

Hymn – R&S 533. Lord of good life 

1. Lord of good life, the hosts of the undying 

hail thee as conqueror on the heavenly field; 

so we on earth, to their great song replying, 

here to thy claim our earthly service yield. 

 

2. Take thou our strength, for thou hast proved the 

stronger, 

victor in wars our weakness never knew; 

take thou our love, for thou hast loved the longer; 

take thou our truth, for thou hast proved more true. 

 

3. Take thou our courage, for thy trumpets call us 

on where disciples shall new perils meet; 

take thou our fears that weaken and enthral us, 

tread them to dust beneath thy conquering feet. 

 

4. Glory to God, who now to us has given 

best of his gifts, the call to share his strife! 

Glory to God, who bids us fight for heaven 

here in the dust and joy of human life! 

Geoffrey Hoyland (1889 – 1965) 



Benediction: The Blessing of St Columba 

 

Be Thou a bright flame before me, 

Be Thou a guiding star above me, 

Be Thou a smooth path below me, 

Be Thou a kindly shepherd behind me, 

Today and forever. Amen. 

 

CCL 114191 

 

 


