
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC                                                              

Order for Worship for 18th October 2020 at 11.00am 

Welcome and Notices 

Call to Worship – Psalm 96:1-3 

“Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing 

to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. 

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvellous deeds among 

all peoples.” 

Hymn – R&S 60. God who spoke in the beginning T. R&S 319 

1. God who spoke in the beginning 

forming rock and shaping spar, 

set all life and growth in motion, 

earthly world and distant star; 

he who calls the earth to order 

is the ground of what we are. 

2. God who spoke through people, nations, 

and events long past and gone, 

showing still today his purpose, 

speaks supremely through his Son; 

he who calls the earth to order 

gives his word and it is done. 

3. God whose speech becomes incarnate 

– Christ is servant, Christ is Lord! – calls us to a life of 

service, 

heart and will to action stirred; he who uses our 

obedience 

has the first and final word. 

Fred Kaan (1929 – 2009) 

Opening Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer  

Almighty and Eternal God, we come to you with hungry hearts, 

waiting to be filled: waiting to be filled with a sense of your 

presence; waiting to be filled with the touch of your Spirit; 

waiting to be filled with new energy for service.  

Come to us, we pray. Be with us and renew us. Empower us 

as your people, so that having worshipped you, we might act 

in the world for your sake. 

Almighty God, Spirit of purity and grace, whose salvation is 

never far from the contrite heart, please hear our confession 

and have mercy on us. Please forgive our many refusals of 

your call; all our forgotten promises; the excuses we have 

fashioned to hide from ourselves where we have been 

unfaithful.  

Please forgive our readiness to blame others.  

Please forgive our selfish and unnecessary luxuries amidst the 

oppression and sorrows of so many.  



Please forgive us when we have not listened to the pleadings of 

your Spirit.  

In spite of our tendency to pull apart, in spite of our tenacity to 

our old ways, you, our loving God, continue to call us back, 

showing us the true nature of forgiveness. You do not keep score 

of our wrongs, or measure how far we have wandered.  

Rather you welcome us, like a mother scooping up her lost 

children, like a father embracing his prodigal offspring. And as 

we are welcomed home, we are encouraged to learn from that 

forgiveness, to offer it to ourselves and to others, time and time 

again.  

We sum up our prayers as we say together the prayer that Jesus 

himself taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Reading – Exodus 33:12-23 

Family Talk 

Hymn – R&S 64. I lift my eyes to the quiet hills 

1. I lift my eyes to the quiet hills 

in the press of a busy day; 

as green hills stand in a dusty land so God is my 

strength and stay. 

2. I lift my eyes to the quiet hills 

to a calm that is mine to share; secure and still in the 

Father’s will and kept by the Father’s care. 

3. I lift my eyes to the quiet hills 

with a prayer as I turn to sleep; 

by day, by night, through the dark and light my 

Shepherd will guard his sheep. 

4. I lift my eyes to the quiet hills and my heart to the 

Father’s throne; in all my ways to the end of days the 

Lord will preserve his own. 

Timothy Dudley-Smith (1926- ) 

Blessing for our Young Friends 

Almighty and Eternal God, we ask your blessing on all our 

young friends. We pray that you will keep them safe and 

strong, whether at home or at school. We pray that you will 

encourage them if they should feel disheartened. We pray 

that you will inspire them if they should doubt themselves. 



We pray that you will assure them of your love if they should 

feel lonely and friendless. We pray that you will bring them 

quickly to that time when they may be together again with their 

friends in Church. We offer our prayers in the name of Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer. Amen.  

 

Reading – Matthew 22:15-22 

Talk 1 – The All is One 

 

Hymn – R&S 67. Immortal, invisible, God only wise 

1. Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 

in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 

most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 

almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

 

2. Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 

nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 

thy justice like mountains, high soaring above 

thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 

 

3. To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 

in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 

we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 

and wither and perish – but naught changeth thee. 

 

 

 

 

4. Great Father of glory: O help us to see 

‘tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 

And so let thy glory, Almighty, impart, 

through Christ in the story, thy Christ to the heart. 

 

W. Chalmers Smith (1824-1908) 

 

Talk 2 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Almighty and Eternal God, it is in the knowledge that we are 

seen more than seeing and known more than knowing that we 

bring to you our prayers. We want to say ‘Thank You’ for all 

that makes our lives worth living. For the gift of life itself, for 

the awareness that we are created in your image, for the gift 

of being able to know and love you,  

we give you our thanks and praise. 

 

For the joy of learning and growing, for finding fulfilment and 

treasure in the glory of your created order, 

we give you our thanks and praise. 

 

For good work, for work well done, which brings a deep sense 

of satisfaction and achievement, 

we give you our thanks and praise. 

 

For those times when problems have been solved and sticky 

situations have turned out better than we had hoped, 

we give you our thanks and praise. 



For your provision of all our needs and for those additional 

blessings that we had not looked for, yet which came as a 

wonderful surprise, 

we give you our thanks and praise. 

 

For love, for intimacy, for friendship, for those with whom we can 

be open and honest and for knowing that our lives are shared and 

we are valued, 

we give you our thanks and praise. 

 

Loving God, as an expression of our gratitude we offer to you 

ourselves, all that we have and all that we are, praying that you 

will use all our offerings, in whatever way we are able to give 

them, for the work of your Kingdom, amongst ourselves and 

across your world. 

 

And now, Eternal God, we bring to you our prayers for others.  

 

We pray for all those who are afraid to live; we pray for those who 

are afraid to go out for whatever reason; we pray for those who 

fear the violence of others and we pray for those who feel 

ashamed to face the world, that you will bring them a renewed 

sense of self-worth and dignity. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

 We pray for those who do not know where their next meal or 

drink is coming from; we pray for those who are worried or 

anxious about the future. We pray that you will give courage, 

courage in the face of adversity, courage in the face of 

hopelessness and despair, that a new way to live may be found. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for all those who mourn lost loved ones, as the result 

of natural disaster, as the result of human error or as the 

result of violence or hatred. We pray for peace in our world, 

that violence may not escalate out of control and that those 

with power and influence may have wisdom and skill in 

diplomacy to enable people to live side by side in mutual 

respect. We pray that you will bring comfort, hope and the 

early promptings of new possibilities for those who now seek 

just to carry on or in some small way to rebuild their lives. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We pray, Eternal God, for those we know who are sick, who 

are downhearted, who are lonely and afraid and we pray that 

you will bring newness of life, new hope, new friendships and 

new love. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Eternal God, we pray that all that we are and all that we do 

may reflect your nature and your purposes. We offer this 

coming week to you, with all its joys and all its worries, 

knowing that wherever we are and whatever we are doing, 

you walk beside us to keep us company, you are behind us to 

catch us when we slip and you go before us to show us the 

way. Give us eyes to see and ears to hear your glory that is all 

around us. And to you, eternal God, be all honour, glory and 

praise, now and for evermore. Amen. 

 

 



Hymn – R&S 589. How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord 

1. How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord, 

is laid for your faith in his excellent word; 

what more can he say than to you he has said, 

to all who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

 

2. ‘Fear not, I am with you, so be not dismayed; 

for I am your God and will still give you aid: 

I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 

upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

 

3. ‘When through the deep waters I call you to go, 

the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; 

for I will be with you in trouble to bless, 

and sanctify to you your deepest distress. 

 

4. ‘When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 

my grace all-sufficient shall be your supply; 

the flame shall not hurt you, my only design 

your dross to consume and your gold to refine.’ 

 

5. The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 

he will not, he cannot, desert to its foes. 

That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake, 

he never will leave, he will never forsake. 

 

From John Rippon’s Selection of Hymns from the best 

authors, 1787, altd. 

Benediction  

Let us now in our daily activities live and work to God’s praise 

and glory and may the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit be with us all and all those whom we love and 

cherish, this day and for evermore. Amen. 

 

 

Opening Prayers adapted for use from “Book of Worship”, 

United Church of Christ, Office for Church Life and Leadership, 

New York. 

 

CCL 114191 

 

 


