
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC 

Order of Service

25th October 2020 at 11.00am   

Led by Rev James Breslin

Call to Worship and Scripture Sentence

The law was given through Moses, but grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ (John 1:17)

Hymn R&S 548  Nothing distress you 

Nothing distress you,
nothing affright you,
everything passes,
God will abide.
Patient endeavour
accomplishes all things;
who God possesses
needs nought beside.

Lift your mind upward,
fair are his mansions,
nothing distress you,
cast fear away.
Follow Christ freely,
his love will light you,
nothing affright you,
in the dark way.

See the world’s glory!

Fading its splendour,
everything passes,
all is denied.
Look ever homeward
to the eternal;
faithful in promise
God will abide.

Love in due measure,
measureless Goodness;
patient endeavour,
run to God’s call!
Faith burning brightly
be your soul’s shelter;
who hopes, believing
accomplishes all.

Hell may assail you,
it cannot move you;
sorrows may grieve you,
faith may be tried.
Though you have nothing,
he is your treasure:
who God possesses
needs nought beside.

From ‘Nada the turbe’
St Teresa of Avila (1515-82)

Prayers of Approach and confession

O God our redeemer,



You heard the cry of your people,
and sent your servant Moses
to lead them out of slavery.
Free us from the tyranny of sin and death,
and by the leading of your Spirit
bring us to our promised land;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen

Lord, 
You know that we love you
and we know what you ask us to do…
But for those times when we have been too busy
when we have been hard-hearted
when we have been lukewarm
we say sorry
and ask for your forgiving love.

You know our good intentions
and we know your will…
But hold us back long enough to listen to those in need
and to learn from them.
When we think we are sent, make us ready to 
receive.
When we are keen to teach, make us ready to learn.
When we would cling to the old make us open to the 
new.
And when we are eager to rush into new things help us 
to value what we must leave behind.

Lord, forgive us all that makes us less than we 
should be.

And make us to know your love in all we are 
and do.

Amen

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, 
which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those that trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen 

Reading – Deuteronomy 34:1-12 & Genesis 1:1-3

Family time

Prayer for our young people

Almighty God,
you see your children growing up
in an uncertain and confusing world.
Show them that your ways give more life,
than the ways of the world,
and that following you 
is better than chasing after selfish goals.
In these times of continuing uncertainty 



bless them with the knowledge of your love.
Give them strength to hold their faith in you
and to keep alive their joy in your creation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Reading – Matthew 21: 23-32

Hymn R&S 547 ‘Moses, I know you’re the man’

'Moses I know you're the man,' the Lord says.
'You're going to work out my plan,' the Lord says.
'Lead all the Israelites out of slavery.
And I shall make them a wandering race
called the people of God.'

So ev'ry day we're on our way,
for we're a travelling, wandering race
we’re the people of God.

'Don't get too set in your ways,' the Lord says.
'Each step is only a phase,' the Lord says.
'I'll go before you and I shall be a sign
to guide my travelling, wandering race.
You're the people of God.'

So ev'ry day ……………

'No matter what you may do,' the Lord says,
'I shall be faithful and true,' the Lord says.
'My love will strengthen you as you go along,
for you're my travelling, wandering race.
You're the people of God.'

So ev'ry day ……………

'Look at the birds in the air,' the Lord says.

'They fly unhampered by care,' the Lord says.
'You will move easier if you're travelling light,
for you're a wandering, vagabond race.
You're the people of God.'

So ev'ry day ……………

'Foxes have places to go,' the Lord says.
'But I've no home here below,' the Lord says.
'So if you want to be with me all your days,
keep up the moving and travelling on.
You're the people of God.'

So ev'ry day ……………

Estelle White (1925-2011)

Address

Hymn R&S 327  O God, your love’s undying flame

O God’s your love’s undying flame
was seen in desert bush ablaze,
when Moses learned your secret name
the Lord of past and future days;
Lord, we would learn what you require,
and burn for you with living fire.

O Lord of fire, your love a flame
that longed to set the earth ablaze;
to bring the Kingdom’s joy you came
and freed us, trapped in earth-bound ways;
Lord, we would share your love’s desire, 
and burn for you with living fire.

O Holy Spirit, tongues of flame
that set the new-born Church ablaze;



to each believer then you came,
and lives were filled with power and praise;
O Spirit, come, our lives inspire
to burn for you with living fire.

Offertory Prayer and Prayers of Intercession

Loving Shepherd, there are times when for some it 
seems there will be no food.
Since you provide for the needs of all your people, help 
us to share your gifts.
The gifts that we have received.
Hear us, O Lord.

You hear the cry of your people,
The poor, the hungry, the oppressed,
And you raise up your messengers
To lead your people out from slavery into the land of 
promise.
Hear us today as we remember those, descendants of 
slaves,
Still burdened by poverty and prejudice.
Hear us, O Lord.

In this our generation inspire all those whom you have 
called to lead 
Your people out from bitterness to freedom, 
From the wilderness and the desert to a land of milk and
honey.
Hear us, O Lord.

Loving God, we pray for those so depressed or so 
pressurised 
That they become addicted to drugs or alcohol, whose 
lives

Become so empty of meaning that they find salvation
in a bottle or a packet.
Give to them new hope in Christ
That by the help of your Spirit they may find freedom
and true fellowship.
Hear us, O Lord.

We pray for the communities of which we are a part, 
our nation, our city, our friends, our families.
We give thanks for the support we receive from 
others in this time of difficulty and pray for those 
without support in a time of illness and fear.
Hear us, O Lord.

Holy God, we pray for our church that you may 
inspire its minister, elders and members.
Grant us all the knowledge of your love and the 
ability to share that love with others.
Hear us, O Lord.

Now O Father, May our prayers be like the prayers of 
Aaron, our songs like the songs of Miriam.
May we be as faithful in your service as was Moses.
May our love abound more and more. 
May we show such fruit of righteousness that through
us others might come to see your kingdom
as Moses from Mount Nebo saw the promised land.

Hymn R&S 71  O God of Bethel

O God of Bethel, by whose hand
thy children still are fed;
who through this earthly pilgrimage
hast all thy people led:



To thee our humble vows we raise, 
To thee address our prayer,
And in thy kind and faithful hands, 
We lay our every care.

Through each perplexing path of life
our wandering footsteps guide;
give us each day our daily bread,
and raiment fit provide.

O spread thy covering wings around,
till all our wanderings cease,
and at our Father’s loved abode
our souls arrive in peace.

Philip Doddridge (1702-51)

Blessing  

The Lord bless you and keep you:
The Lord make his face to shine upon you,
And be gracious unto you:
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you,
And give you peace. Amen.
And the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit,
Rest upon you and all those whom you love, now and 
always.
Amen
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