Welcome to the “on-line” version of our current

Church Newsletter

We publish a monthly newsletter which is distributed to all our members
and adherents through the pigeon holes in our church vestibule. We also
send copies by post to friends of the church who now live away from
Nottingham and large print versions are available to those who need them

Please note that, for this “on-line” version of the newsletter, some
information from our printed magazine has been omitted. This normally
includes:

personalia

personal "thank you" letters

home addresses/telephone numbers of members
some details of events for children and young people
obituaries

which we have chosen to remove for child protection, security and other
privacy reasons.

We also remove material to avoid possible difficulty with copyright issues.
Contact details and further information about the venues and times are in

the printed version of the newsletter or are available from the church
secretary.
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FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK

Dear Friends,

John Keats tells us that autumn is the ‘season of mists and
mellow fruitfulness’ and to the gardener that rings true. Fruit
ripens and it is a very busy time collecting and preserving the
fruits of your labours; preparing what you have grown for the
freezer and to store. And in celebration of this season we have
our Harvest service on 11" October. As last year, the gifts we
bring on that day will be donated to The Friary to support their
work with the local homeless and those vulnerable adults who
need their services. They provide food parcels as well as snacks
and hot food to serve at the centre. They particularly welcome
tins and dried food, jars of jam and pot noodles, biscuits and
cake as well as toiletries.

To many, autumn is also a time of new beginnings. Last month
we celebrated the Junior Church as youngsters move up in their
groups. Some also moved to a new school, quite a daunting
prospect presenting lots of challenges. Older students move
from school to college or university so have to find new support
networks in a strange environment as well as begin the
adventure of new subjects to study.

As in previous years, we were able to provide a welcome cup of
tea and a cake for the new students and particularly for their
drivers who brought them to Goldsmith Court. Elaine and Bob
spent all of Friday and Saturday supervising things with an army
of willing helpers. Thank you all for giving your valuable time to
make the day much easier for the new arrivals and thanks too,
to the bakers for providing an abundance of tasty goods.



St. Andrew s-with-Castle Gate Newsletter _ October 2026

And thinking of new beginnings for our church, on the subject of
the Vacancy, | am very happy to tell you that our Synod
Ordained Ministry and Churches group (OMCG) has formally
declared the South Nottinghamshire Area vacancy. This means
that we are one step further along the road to finding a new
minister. Creating our church profile as part of the Pastorate
Profile started in earnest at our January Elder’s training meeting
and the Church Meeting the next day. Much thinking and writing
continued in the following months with the final document
agreed by Church Meeting in June. A small additional paragraph
was requested about our function as a Resource Church. This
was agreed at a special all Elders meeting in July and the profile
was completed. This was a big piece of work and | thank you
all for your contributions, and particularly the small group that
pulled the final document together, that proof read and
formatted. Truly; Well Done team!

Now let’s pray that the right person for us finds our Profile inviting
and can see an exciting challenge with us and for us here in
Nottingham.

Jean
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REPORT FROM THE ELDERS COUNCIL

The Elders’ Council held their monthly meeting on Wednesday
2"d September 2026. Apologies were received from 3 members
and 14 Elders attended. Declarations of Interests were received
from 4 members.

Ecumenical (City Centre Churches) Group: Graham J has
agreed to represent us on this group who will work together
initially to organise next year’s Walk of Witness.

Music Group: Following the retirement of Bruce L from the
organ bench it was necessary to develop back-up plans for the
provision of musical accompaniment for worship during times
when Gemma M is on holiday. The Choir Director and a small
group met to discuss this. The provision of varied other forms of
musical accompaniment was also discussed and plans
developed.

Vacancy: Our Church profile contribution to the Pastorate
Profile was forwarded to the Interim Moderator at the end of July.
It has been suggested that the former Friary Manse at Edwalton,
may require expenditure to make it suitable for a Minister, and
an alternative property may be considered. The social gathering
of the South Notts Resource Area at Long Eaton URC at the end
of July was a happy and well-attended occasion.

Giving appeal. Following the letter given to all members, lan V
has compared giving in the last 3 months with the corresponding
period last year finding that there has been about a 9% uplift. He
felt that this is a fairly broadly based increase.

Sanctuary electrical re-wire: The estimated period for the work
is likely to be in the order of 12 weeks and the sanctuary would
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be out of use for the duration of the works. It was agreed that
we should aim to go ahead with the work commencing in
January 2027 or as soon as possible in 2027. This may mean
that the sanctuary may not be in use for Easter Sunday or Light
Night. Sarah H will advise the leaders groups that use the Large
Hall that it is likely to be out of commission for all but church use
from January. The Worship & Education Subgroup has done
some thinking about how to use the Large Hall as a worship
space.

Safeguarding: Noel W reported that our church Safeguarding
Team will meet in September and he represents us at the East
Midlands Synod Safeguarding forum meetings.

M&M Fund: The recommendation of the Finance Group with
regard to our 2027 M&M contribution of £72,000 will be taken to
Church Meeting.

Church Meetings: The dates of the next Church Meetings was
agreed as: 20" September; 15" November; 24" January 2027;
18t April and 13" June 2027, the latter being the AGM.

PASTORAL

We pray for all those within our Church family who are facing
times of difficulty and iliness. If you are aware of any specific
pastoral needs, please do contact either your Elder or a member
of the Secretarial Team.

BOOK GROUP
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A last-minute reminder that Book Group is meeting on 28
September at 7.45, to discuss:

Suki Kim, Without You There is No Us, an account of teaching
in North Korea, available second hand here:
https://www.worldofbooks.com/en-gb/products/without-you-
there-is-no-us-book-suki-kim-
9781846044830#9784719343889, and new here:
https://uk.bookshop.org/p/books/without-you-there-is-no-us-
my-secret-life-teaching-the-sons-of-north-korea-s-elite-suki-
kim/35588967ean=9781846044830&next=t,

as well as through local libraries.

Chris Chibnall, Death at the White Hart, a thriller set in a small
village, available new here:
https://uk.bookshop.org/p/books/death-at-the-white-hart-chris-
chibnall/76834747?ean=9781405959513&next=t

and second hand here:
https://www.worldofbooks.com/en-gb/products/death-at-the-
white-hart-book-chris-chibnall-
9781405959513#10443378557201.

You don’t need to have read both books, and you don’t have to
have finished them if you would like to come and join the
discussion. Books are chosen by the group so if you've read
something you'd like to discuss, please come to the meeting and
make your pitch.

Nicola R
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HARVEST APPEAL 2026

Our harvest service, on 11th October, will be led by Richard
Gaunt and our Junior Church.

As usual, members of the congregation are invited to bring or
send gifts of food and these will be donated to The Friary Drop-
In Centre, West Bridgford. Originally an outreach project of the
former Friary URC, The Friary works to support homeless and
disadvantaged individuals, empowering them to rebuild their
lives.

A letter from the Chief Executive of The Friary is shared on the
next page. These are the types of items that are most needed:

Tinned food

Tea

Cakes

Baked beans
Sugar

Bottled water
Pasta

Cooking sauces
Tinned tomatoes
Rice

Long life milk
Biscuits

Soft drinks
Cereal

Crisps

Jam and spreads
Coffee
Chocolate
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Dear Friends,
The Friary Harvest Appeal 2026

As we begin to plan for winter by making sure our food stocks
are plentiful to cope with the anticipated demand for food from
local homeless and vulnerable adults likely to need our services
this year, we ask for your help in appealing for specific items on
our behalf.

The cost of living crisis means providing food and drink to those
who access our services is as important as it has ever been.

To ensure our shelves are stocked ready for the year ahead,
Harvest time contributions are vital to the Friary's service. The
food donations will be used to provide snacks for rough
sleepers, as well as tinned products that are suitable for those
who have access to cooking facilities. We are providing both
food parcels and hot food from the centre.

Your donations make a real difference to people's lives.
Please help us to help others!

All types of food can be re-distributed. Nothing goes to waste!
Thank you in anticipation of your help and support.

Yours sincerely,

Ben Talbot
Chief Executive
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October 2026

Promotion Sunday

Pictured left. Just three of
the gifts given out on
Promotion Sunday, 13t
September. Young people
received their gifts in church
marking their movement
between groups in our
Junior Church. A small
cross and a book token was
given to each of our youth
group members who had
just completed A levels and
were preparing to leave for
University.

Creche aside, our youngest children are in the Primary and
Beginners. At the start of the school year in which they are 7
they move to the Juniors. At the age of the 11-14 they are in
our Senior group and after that they join our Youth Group.
September is a chance to recognise their achievements and
launch them on the next steps through Junior Church.

Pictured over we see some of young people who received gifts
this year. To quote, “One more step along the world | go.”
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A few of our promotion recipients....
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Once again,
congratulations go to
all of our young people
who moved groups
and received gifts this
year.

Shoe Box Time Again!

During October, collecting boxes will be out for toys and
toiletries to pack in our shoe boxes for Teams4U.
Packing will be done by Junior Church at the end of
October, ready for sending in mid-November.
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Do you play an instrument?

Orchestra Sunday this year takes place
on November 22", Whilst we are
blessed with friends of our church who
come along to play with us it is good to
have as many as possible of our own folk
take up a desk in the ensemble. You do
not have to play every piece in the service
but your contribution will be much
appreciated. If you think you would like
to join us please speak with Richard
Gaunt and ask for a copy of the music.

REMINDERS:

Harvest Festival Service:
Sunday 11" October,
rehearsal Saturday afternoon, 10,

Orchestra Sunday:
November 22
Rehearsals, 8t 9.45am, 15t 10am, 22" 10am.

Zoe’s Jokes...... with an ‘animal’ theme this month.
What do you call a dog that can do magic?

A labracadabradore

What is orange and sounds like a parrot?

A Carrot

What do you call a sheep-dog that only eats jelly?
A colly-wobble.

If you have items that deserve a mention, email :
richard@gaunts.org.uk OR jcnewslettersawcg@gmail.com
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TEAMS4U CHRISTMAS SHOE BOX APPEAL 2026

As usual our collection boxes will be out throughout October to
fill with items for Junior Church to pack into shoe boxes to be
sent to children in Eastern Europe who would not otherwise
have any gifts this Christmas.

If you are sending an empty shoe box, if you can, please wrap
the box and lid separately in Christmas paper.

If you would like to donate money towards the cost of delivery or
items for the boxes, please give your contribution to any member
of the Junior Church team.

Yes Please: We can include:
Small toys and games suitable for children aged

3 to 5 years 6 to 11 years 12+ years
such as:

e dolls, cars, skipping rope, small table games, animals,
bath toys

e cuddly toys (must have CE safety label still attached)

e note books, pens, pencil, sharpeners, felt pens,
colouring books, pencil case, chalk and small chalk
board, crayons etc.

e soap, face cloth, packaged tooth brush, tooth paste,

shower gel, shampoo

comb, brush, hair accessories

sweets (must be at least 6 months in date)

hat, gloves, scarf, new socks

jewellery, purse, small bag,

rubber ball, tennis ball, small musical instrument, card

games

11
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No Thank you: We cannot include:

e war related items, anything highly flammable, sharp
items. aerosols

Thank you for your continued support
From the Junior Church Team.

Dave Cooke, the founder of Teams4u says “People say ‘it’s just
a shoebox’ but it isn’t. It tells a child that someone, somewhere,
has done this for them. That someone cares about them.”

FIRST AID TRAINING

Our friends at Bulwell URC have spaces available on
Emergency First Aid at Work training courses being held at
their church.

The one-day course “provides essential first aid training and is
ideal for church leaders, volunteers, Children, Youth & Family
workers, and anyone involved in community activities”.

There are two opportunities to attend:

Thursday 8 October 9:30am — 3:30pm and Saturday 10
October 9:30am — 3:30pm

The cost is £55 per person.

Participants are asked to bring a packed lunch. Tea, coffee,
and refreshments will be available throughout the day.

Please speak to Jean P if you would like further details.
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ANTI SEMITISM - IN THE URC???

On the 15t November there will be a Zoom evening discussion
service, led by Revd Dr Kevin Snyman, Head of World Justice
and Inter Faith Relations for the URC discussing Antisemitism
and inter-faith relations.

This might seem a rather ‘dry’ subject for an evening service?
Certainly my initial reaction before Kevin presented at a national
URC committee was ‘I'm not antisemitic!” But listening to Kevin
speak and his insights into the subject, | began to realise that,
unconsciously, | do use words and phrases that might be
offensive to others, much of that when speaking about scripture!
Indeed one of our very experienced URC Ministers posted a
social media reflection earlier this year and caused “major
offence to Jewish communities” (see part of a 2026 General
Assembly paper below).

Please think about ‘saving the date’ (15t November) and joining
in with this service. Information will be circulated about
submitting questions nearer the time.

Phil Hodgson

GA 2026 Extract from Paper B3 Interfaith Report

We continue to support the Council for Christians and Jews,
whose work to deepen Jewish-Christian relations and to
confront antisemitism is vital both to the URC and to the UK.
Antisemitism has deep roots in the Christian tradition, and in
corruptions of our readings of Scripture and our theological
formulations. Churches across all theological traditions, from
the second half of the 20th century onwards, have been actively
confronting this, particularly in the context of theology and
Church life after the Shoah. We were starkly confronted by this

13
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in the last year, when a social media post inadvertently caused
major offence to Jewish communities. A report commissioned
by the Senior Leadership Team and the Officers of the General
Assembly into this incident, in which the Woolf Institute from
Cambridge provided specialist Jewish-Christian expertise, has
made recommendations that we need to review in light of the
clear, though often unconscious, antisemitism embedded in our
life as a Church. It recommends consideration be given to
education in Jewish-Christian relations, and understandings of
Judaism within our theology and practice. The Worship, Faith
and Order Committee has also considered this and believes
further work would be helpful. We are committed to being an
anti-racist Church, and this requires us to contemplate
antisemitism within our life as seriously as any other form of
racism.

Twinning your Christmas Tree

While at Greenbelt, we stopped by the Embrace the Middle
East stall, whose resources we have used for several years
during Lent and Advent. At the festival, they were encouraging
visitors to twin their Christmas trees with a new olive tree to be
planted in one of the countries of the Middle East, where
groves have been devastated by war.

If this is something that appeals to you, then you can find out
more about the scheme on Embrace the Middle East’s website,
here: https://shop.embraceme.org/olive-tree-twinning---custom-
bundle-builder

Nicola R
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A SERMON REMEMBERED...

At our service on Sunday 13th September, we sang the hymn
"Make me a channel of your peace. Its refrain ("Oh, master,
grant that | may never seek so much to be consoled as to
consol") reflects the generally- held view that it is our duty as
Christians to serve others at all times regardless of the
circumstances. It brought to mind a powerful sermon by our
late friend, the Reverend David Turner, who said that much
more notice should be paid to the following lines in the hymn
Brother, sister, let me serve you:

"Pray that | may have the grace to let you be my servant too."

David pointed out that many members of our congregation
spend a great deal of their time helping others, for example at
the Stroke Club, at Junior Church or as Elders. He said that
no-one should hesitate to seek appropriate help when life
becomes challenging.

At the end of his sermon, David said: "a common view is that
when the going gets tough, the tough get going - but we are
not all tough."

Alex R

The last day for submitting contributions for the November
Newsletter is Sunday 18th October.
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TALKING FAITH 1

The Synod focus on Talking Faith continues to be supported by
regular events and activities.

The next Talking Faith Zoom session is on Monday 19th October
at 7.30 pm when the Rt Rev'd Saju Muthalaly, Bishop of
Loughborough, who spoke so engagingly at the Talking Faith
launch event, will be leading thinking under the title Hospitality,
Belonging and Mission in a Diverse Britain.

To receive a Zoom joining link, please contact:
trainingpa@urc5.org.uk.

* * * * *

TALKING FAITH 2

The significant 2023 Theos Report The United Reformed
Church: A Paradoxical Church at a Crossroads characterised
the denomination as typically punching above its weight in terms
of social action within the communities it serves but less
confident about communicating its faith and articulating its
motivation in serving others.

Our Synod Training & Development Officer Derek Graham and
Mission Development Officer Tom Donoghue are co-facilitating
the six friendly Zoom sessions under the title Faith Filled
Conversations on Monday evenings, beginning on 28
September and continuing for the most part fortnightly until the
beginning of December. This will consider how we encounter
and share God in our everyday lives and how we can make our
faith a natural and unforced part of daily conversation. At least
two St. Andrew’s with Castle Gate members are "signed up”. If
you may like to join them, or for further information, please speak
with Derek.
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The

United
Reformed
Church

East Midlands
Synod

TALKING FAITH 3

Aulummu Qvervighler

With the Revd Dr Joanne Cox-Darling

Methodist Minister, Writer and Broadcaster

To book scan the QR code or visit: . :
https://bit.ly/autumnovernighter |

=27 Calling all church members, lay J |
= leaders, ministers and more: join us

at Cliff College, Derbyshlr%

17



St. Andrew s-with-Castle Gate Newsletter _ October 2026

DIARY FOR OCTOBER 2026

Thursday 15t October at 2.15 pm Pastoral Group

Sunday 4™ October at 11.00am. Morning Worship will be led by
Rev Louise Gee and will include the Sacrament of Holy
Communion.

Wednesday 7" October at 7.30 pm Elders’ Council meeting in
the Small Hall

Saturday 10™ October at 10.30 am Synod Meeting at Christ
Church, Leicester.

Sunday 11" October at 11.00 am Morning Worship will be led
by Junior Church celebrating Harvest Festival.

Tuesday 13" October at 6,00 pm Taizé led by Mark Hodgson.

Sunday 18" October at 11.00 am Morning Worship will be led
by Rev James Breslin

- Last day for November newsletter contributions

Sunday 25" October at 11.00 am Morning Worship will be led
by Mark Hodgson

NOVEMBER 2026

Sunday 1%t November at 11 am Morning Worship will be led by
Rev David Featonby and will include the Sacrament of Holy
Communion

- at 7.00 pm, Discussion service via Zoom led by Revd Dr
Kevin Snyman (the URC's Head of World Justice and Inter
Faith Relations)
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Wednesday 4" November at 7.30 pm All Elders and Youth
Group Reps meet in the Small Hall

Saturday 7" November - Bonfire Party

Sunday 8" November at 10.45 am Remembrance Service will
be led by Rev Andrew Keith
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SERVICES unless otherwise stated in the Diary:

Morning Worship is at 11.00 every Sunday.

Junior Church meets in the Church Halls during morning worship.
Children leave for their groups after the second hymn.

Créche is available on Sundays for children aged up to 3 years in the
halls from about 10.55 until the conclusion of worship.

Taizé service or prayer and meditation is held on the second Tuesday
of every month (see Diary and website for the time).

OTHER REGULAR MEETINGS unless otherwise stated in the Diary:

Keep-Fit meets on Monday mornings during school term time.

Wednesday Afternoon Tea is an opportunity to chat with other members
(on Zoom) for an hour or so, beginning at 3.15 pm on Wednesdays!

Choir meets to practice on Thursday evenings (except during August).

Craft Club and Ukuleles both meet every other Friday during school term
time.

Junior Church Saturday Club/Youth Group usually meets on the last
Saturday of each month (except during August).

Belgravians meet monthly in the summer and bi-monthly in winter,
usually around the middle of the month, as stated in the diary.



