
 

 

 

Welcome to the “on-line” version of our current 
 

Church Newsletter 
 
 
 
 
We publish a monthly newsletter which is distributed to all our 
members and adherents through the pigeon holes in our church 
vestibule. We also send copies by post to friends of the church who 
now live away from Nottingham and large print versions are available 
to those who need them 
 
 
Please note that, for this “on-line” version of the newsletter, some 
information from our printed magazine has been omitted. This 
normally includes: 
 

 personalia 
 personal "thank you" letters 
 home addresses/telephone numbers of members 
 some details of events for children and young people 
 obituaries 

 

which we have chosen to remove for child protection, security and 
other privacy reasons. 
 
We also remove material to avoid possible difficulty with copyright 
issues. 
 
 
Contact details and further information about the venues and times 
are in the printed version of the newsletter or are available from the 
church secretary. 
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MINISTER’S LETTER 
 
Dear Friends, 

I would like to thank and congratulate all those who were involved in 
our ‘Light Night’ entertainments on Friday 3rd February. A huge 
amount of work and preparation had gone into creating a 
wonderfully enjoyable evening. My profound thanks to all those who 
cooked, served, played, sang, laid out and put away and who 
stewarded on the night. However, especial thanks must go to Jill G 
for her amazing organisational skills, for her time and hard work in 
preparing for the evening and for the lovely gentle way in which she 
encourages us all to get involved. Many thanks Jill – it was a very 
successful evening. 

I would like to draw your attention to our arrangements for Holy 
Communion in April. Because of the way that Easter falls this year, 
our Palm Sunday presentation by the Goldsmith Players will take 
place on the first Sunday in April, Sunday 2nd. Holy Communion will 
not be celebrated on this Sunday, but will be celebrated on the 
following Sunday, 9th April, our Easter Day Celebration. 

This month, we look forward to hosting the meeting of the East 
Midlands Synod on Saturday 18th March. We also look forward to 
Morning Worship on Sunday 19th March, which will be led for us by 
our Young People. 

Please may I remind you of our South Nottingham Area Gathering 
on Sunday 26th March 2023? This will follow our Morning Worship 
at 11.00am. There will not be coffee served that morning. Instead, 
we are inviting all Members and Friends from all four Churches in 
the South Nottingham Area to gather at The Dales URC as soon as 
possible following Morning Worship. The good folk of The Dales 
have very kindly offered to provide us with teas and coffees. You will 
need to bring a packed lunch. We will eat our lunches together in a 
time of fellowship. This will be followed by a short Act of Worship 
which will be led by Rev’d Amanda L. and myself. I do hope you will 
be able to join us. 
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We are now in the season of Lent. Lent is traditionally the forty-day 
fast leading up to the celebration of Easter. Very confusingly, there 
are two different ways in which we can work out these forty days, 
because the number of days from Ash Wednesday to Easter 
Saturday is actually 46. So, some take Lent as running from Ash 
Wednesday until Palm Sunday, when we enter the stricter fast of 
Holy Week and the days of Holy Week do not then count as part of 
Lent. Others take Lent as running from Ash Wednesday right up to 
Easter Saturday, but they do not count the 6 Sundays in between, 
since Sundays are festival days, on which we remember and 
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. Hence, these Sundays have no 
part in the fasting period. You pays your money and you takes your 
choice! 

Lent is the old Anglo-Saxon word for Spring and has since the very 
earliest days of the Christian Church been a time for fasting and for 
personal renewal. It reflects the forty days that Jesus spent in the 
wilderness before starting his ministry, a time when he fasted and 
gave himself over to a period of discernment and personal 
reflection. This was, for Jesus, a time for overcoming his own ego-
centric desires in order to focus on what God required for his life 
and for his ministry. It was Pope Gregory, writing to St Augustine of 
Canterbury, who laid down the rule that fasting meant not only 
abstention from meat, but also “from all things that come from flesh, 
such as milk, cheese and eggs.” Hence, our Shrove Tuesday 
custom of using up all our eggs and milk in pancakes and our 
indulgence in Easter Eggs, once the fast is over. In the past, Lent 
has been used as a time of self-denial, a time for giving something 
up in order to improve our lives and there are still some who choose 
to use Lent for this purpose. However, for a good number of people 
today, Lent is rather a time for taking something up, for doing 
something new that is creative, for personal renewal and personal 
growth. It is a time for doing something positive for others or 
something positive for our planet. However we choose to use Lent, 
it does offer us a golden opportunity for looking at our lives in a 
deeply reflective way. Lent is, above all, an opportunity for looking at 
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where our lives have become overly self-centred, so that we might 
commit ourselves in a new way to putting God first in everything. 

May God’s peace and God’s love be found in our hearts and in our 
homes. 

God’s richest blessings, 

Chris. 

  

 *     *    *    *    * 
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PASTORAL NEWS 
 
We pray for all those within our Church family who are facing times 
of difficulty and illness. If you are aware of any specific pastoral 
needs, please do contact either your Elder or Rev’d Chris Ford. 

 *     *    *    *    * 

 
PRAYER 

A Prayer from Christian Aid following the earthquake disaster in 
Turkey and Syria (adapted for use) 

God of time and space, we cry to you for your children - our 
neighbours - in southern Turkey and northern Syria, following the 
earthquake that has devastated thousands of lives. Only they and 
you know what it is like to experience such trauma in the middle of 
the night. 

We give thanks for the aid that is being given and for the promises 
of help that have been made by many nations. 

Eternal God, comfort, we pray, those who have lost loved ones; 
those who have lost families and communities; those who still wait 
for news and those digging through rubble to retrieve those who 
have died. 

Please grant the gift of hope so that those caught between life and 
death know that you are with them and that others are ready to 
support them as they seek a future that overshadows these 
terrifying experiences.  

Amen.
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REPORT FROM THE ELDERS COUNCIL  

The Elders Council held their normal monthly meeting on 1st 
February. Declarations of Interest were received from 1 member 
and apologies from 2 others. The Minister constituted the meeting 
with a reading from Thinking out Loud by John Bell and prayer. 

Elders’ Training Day: The morning will be spent reviewing the 
Pastorate Profile of the Church and considering our future. 
Safeguarding Training in connection with pastoral visiting and 
confidentiality will be the focus of the afternoon. 

Light Night: It was agreed that the Church may purchase a portable 
PA system which can accept memory sticks/mobile phone 
connections to play backing tracks for musical performances.  
Appropriate notices are to be displayed to allow photographs to be 
taken, with permission. A meeting will take place for those who are 
stewarding and the Risk Assessment document. 

East Midlands Synod meeting: Arrangements were discussed for 
the forthcoming Synod Meeting to be held in March in our church. 
This included stewarding, Holy Communion, catering for lunch, and 
car parking/travel. 

Same-sex marriage registration: Our application has been 
received by the appropriate authorities and is being processed. 

Pastoral Sub Group: met on 12th January. The Group 
recommended that we discuss how we might reach out to the 
students, and it was agreed that this would be considered at the full 
Elder’s Meeting to be held in July. 

Worship and Christian Education Sub Group: met on 18th 
January. Dates of some forthcoming events were shared including 
the Youth Service, Maundy Thursday, an Easter event for our 
children and young people, Tenebrae service, and Christian Aid 
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week. Details of the Lent groups course will be announced in the 
Church Newsletter. 

Pentecost service: The Bishop of Nottingham at St. Barnabas has 
been invited to preach. 

Traidcraft: has gone into administration.  It was agreed that we 
wish to continue offering members the opportunity to purchase fairly 
traded goods at Church. 

Investments: The Finance Committee has agreed:  we should 
move to this new Epworth platform with no additional fee charges 
and to review this after an appropriate period. 

 

*     *    *    *    * 
 

LIGHT NIGHT 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make our contribution to 
Nottingham City Light Night such a success this year.  

The last time we took part was February 2020 just before the first 
lockdown so we didn't know if people would still come to our church. 
Happily we had lots of guests to welcome and many many positive 
comments.  

There were so many people involved in providing food, serving food, 
putting up displays, entertaining in the Large Hall, the Church and 
the Fellowship Room, stewarding, setting up and packing away.  

We couldn't do it without such a great team nor such a wonderful 
organiser. Thank you all and thank you Jill. 
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EVENING DISCUSSION SERVICE 

Our next evening Discussion Service will be on Sunday 26th March 
at 7.00 pm when the subject of our thinking will be Social Justice 
and, in particular, how we, as a church and individual members, can 
play our part in helping to create a fairer, more just world especially 
by involvement with Christian Aid through the URC’s Commitment 
for Life scheme. 
 
Our worship will be led by Rev’d Dr. Kevin Snyman who is the 
Programme Officer for Global Justice and Partnerships at The 
United Reformed Church and Commitment for Life coordinator and 
he will answer questions in our discussion time which follows 
worship.  
 
We are grateful to Mark H for organising this service and Mark will 
be pleased to receive questions for Kevin and for discussion on this 
occasion (by Sunday 19th March, please). 
 

*     *    *    *    * 

THE BELGRAVIANS 

The Belgravians will be having their AGM followed by a Bring and 
Share Afternoon Tea on Saturday 11th March at 3pm in the small 
hall.  Please bring either some sandwiches or some scones or some 
small cakes for us to share.   

Anyone who would like to join us will be very welcome. If you will be 
coming, please let Carole M. know.  
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LENT GROUPS 

There will be two Lent Groups this year, one on Thursdays at 8 pm 
on Zoom, starting on 2 March, and one on Fridays at 8 pm in person 
at Church, starting on 3 March. We will be using John L Bell, Living 
with the Psalms (SPCK, 2020). Another 5 copies have been 
ordered; if you would like to reserve one, please contact Nicola 
Royan. It is also available here: 
 

New:  
https://www.eden.co.uk/living-with-the-psalms/ (at £8.99)  
or here:  
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/John-L-Bell/Living-with-the-
Psalms/24127578?wgu=10671_9060_16744132574935_f7c89a821
9&wgexpiry=1705949257&utm_source=webgains&utm_medium=aff
iliates&utm_campaign=9060 
 

Second-hand: https://www.wob.com/en-gb/books/john-l-bell/living-
with-the-psalms/9780281084005  
or here:  
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/0281084009/ref=sr_aod_dp_ttl 
  
For further details, please contact Nicola R.  
 
 
 
 

*     *    *    *    * 
 
 
 
 
The last day for submitting contributions for the February issue of 
the Church Newsletter is Sunday 19th March 2023. 
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BOOK GROUP 
The next meeting of Book Group will be on Monday May 15 (the 
only Monday without a bank holiday that month) starting at 7.45 in 
the Fellowship Room. We have chosen to read John Bunyan's The 
Pilgrim's Progress. Everyone is welcome to join us in reading this 
work, and meeting to discuss it. Should you not have a copy, these 
editions are reliable and affordable: 
 
Oxford World's Classics version is available new from Hive here: 
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/John-Bunyan/The-Pilgrims-
Progress/441432;  
Penguin Classics here:  
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/John-Bunyan/The-Pilgrims-
Progress/362486 
 
And second-hand from Wob.com:  
https://www.wob.com/en-gb/books/john-bunyan/pilgrim-s-
progress/9780140430042  
and here:  
https://www.wob.com/en-gb/books/john-bunyan/pilgrim-s-
progress/9780192803610. These are both under £5. 
  
If you prefer to read on an e-reader, free editions are available here 
(from reliable suppliers): 
https://standardebooks.org/ebooks/john-bunyan/the-pilgrims-
progress 
or here: 
https://www.freechristianebooks.org/dl-pilgrims-progress.html 
  
Should you need further information, please talk to Nicola R. 
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CRAFT CLUB 

Craft Club would like to invite you to contribute to a piece of 
embroidery on the theme of LIGHT. 

This piece was part of our Light Night activities where many visitors 
to our church helped to create this stunning picture with the expert 
guidance of Ally. 

If you see it out on a Sunday morning then please help us to 
complete it ready for display. 
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SPRING FLOWERS 

Weather Scientists use March 1st as a convenient date for 
meteorological commencement of spring; however, astronomers 
appear to be more precise, using the date of spring or vernal 
equinox, March 20th, at 5.24pm. Interestingly, the spring equinox 
occurred on the 21st March until 2007 and for most of the prior 
century – the date slides earlier and earlier during the 400 year 
Gregorian calendar cycle. 
 
The increasing amount of daylight has stimulated the bulbs planted 
in the church garden to produce a welcome display of spring 
colours.   
 
Thank you God for your wonderful creation and to all those who 
have planted them. 
 
Noel W 
 

.  
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RACIAL JUSTICE:  
A LITANY FOR THOSE NOT READY FOR HEALING 
 
Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, Racial Justice Sunday 
12th February, and 30th Anniversary of Stephen Lawrence's death, 
by Dr Yolanda Pierce: 
 
Let us not rush to the language of healing, before understanding the 
fulness of the injury of racism and the depth of the wound. Let us 
not rush to offer a sticking plaster, when the gaping wound requires 
surgery and complete reconstruction. Let us not offer false 
equivalencies, thereby diminishing the particular pain being felt in a 
particular circumstance in a particular historical moment. Let us not 
speak of reconciliation without speaking of reparations and 
restoration, or how we can repair the breach and how we can 
restore the loss. Let us not rush past the loss of this mother’s child, 
this father’s child… someone’s beloved son. Let us not value 
property over people; let us not protect material objects while 
human lives hang in the balance. Let us not value a false peace 
over a righteous justice. Let us not be afraid to sit with the ugliness, 
the messiness and the pain that is life in community together. Let us 
not offer clichés to the grieving, those whose hearts are being torn 
apart. 
 
Instead… Let us mourn Black and Brown men and women, those 
killed (extrajudicially) every 28 hours. Let us lament the loss of a 
teenager, dead at the hands of a police officer who described him 
as a demon. Let us weep at a criminal justice system, which is 
neither blind nor just. Let us call for the mourning men and the 
wailing women, those willing to rend their garments of privilege and 
ease and to sit in the ashes of this nation’s original sin. Let us be 
silent when we don’t know what to say. Let us be humble and listen 
to the pain, rage and grief pouring from the lips of our neighbours 
and friends. Let us decrease, so that our brothers and sisters who 
live on the underside of history may increase. Let us pray with our 
eyes open and our feet firmly planted on the ground. 
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God, in Your mercy, 
Show me my own complicity in injustice, 
Convict me for my indifference, 
Forgive me when I have remained silent, 
Equip me with a zeal for righteousness, 
Never let me grow accustomed or acclimated to unrighteousness... 

 
*     *    *    *    * 

 
PRAYER FOR RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 
12 Feb 2023, by Rev Paulina H-T 
 
God of power and might, God of poor and humiliated, who loves 
whole creation, we stand in awe before You, knowing that the spark 
of life within each person is the presence of Your Holy Spirit.  
 
Differences among cultures and ethnicities are multicoloured 
manifestations of Your Light. May our hearts be open to celebrate 
similarities and differences among us, but most of all empower our 
minds to admire and cherish this Light, to understand and embrace 
the manifoldness in the miracle of Your creation. 
 
We place our hopes for ethnic harmony in our committed action and 
in Your Presence in our Neighbour. May all people live in Peace as 
one human race. Amen.
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ECO CHURCH:  RECYCLING 

PRINTER CARTRIDGES 

Do you have old or unused printer ink cartridges, if so there is a 
collection box by the stairs down into the Fellowship Room. It will be 
there until Easter for any donations. Please note that new cartridges 
must still be in their package. The box will then be sent to raise 
funds for research into Parkinson's.  

Thank you, 

Jill G. 

 

USED POSTAGE STAMPS 
  
The Leprosy Mission has recently announced that it is no longer 
economically viable to deal with used postage stamps.   In view of 
this they will soon cease to accept them, although I do have over 14 
pounds in weight of stamps which I will take to them.   I have 
therefore now stopped collecting used postage stamps to forward to 
them.   On their behalf may I thank all those who in the past have 
donated stamps which have helped to raise funds for The Leprosy 
Mission activities. 
  
Patrick B. 
 
We have heard news of a possible alternative recipient for used 
stamps. If this is a viable alternative for church members, we will 
bring news of this in a future edition of the Newsletter. (Ed.) 
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AFTER TRAIDCRAFT… 
With the sad demise of Traidcraft, Anne and I have been looking 
into alternative companies to supply the fairly traded goods that we 
purchase on behalf of the church. 
 

We have found two excellent companies that we are keen to 
support; The Ethical Supermarket for food, drink, cleaning products 
etc and Shared Earth for gift items. 
 

We ask and encourage you to have a look at their websites and the 
large range of items available and please feedback comments and 
suggestions that you may have to help in the ordering of any new 
items as well as the old favourites. 
 

With Easter approaching, if you wish to order any Easter Eggs or 
additional chocolate, please look at the Ethical Supermarket’s range 
and inform us of your requirements. 
 

We look forward to hopefully extending the range of goods that we 
offer and to continue the valued support the church has given to 
ethically traded goods over the many years. 
 

We continue to support Transform Trade (formally known as 
Traidcraft Exchange) which is a global community of farmers, 
workers, collectives, donors and supporters, working together for 
trade that values people over profit. 
 

We can support this most worthwhile cause by searching at home 
for the following items to donate and recycle: 

● Unwanted gold and silver jewellery, incl. damaged items 
● Costume jewellery & Watches 
● UK or foreign banknotes and coins 
● Mobile phones, video, film and digital cameras 
● Sat Navs, Games consoles, Ipods, MP3 players (broken or 

working) 
Any donation, however small, can be given to Anne A or Sally A. 
Many thanks for your continued and valued support. 

Anne and Sally 
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A “THANK YOU” FROM THE FRIARY 

Dear Friends 

On behalf of the trustees, staff and visitors I would like to thank St 
Andrews with Castle Gate URC for your continued support and the 
very kind donation of £900 we received into the Friary account on 
23rd January 2023. I understand that this amount was raised by 
your Christmas Appeal. 

Gifts such as yours are vital, especially now during such difficult 
times, as the Friary use their resources to provide essential support 
to the homeless and vulnerable in our Community. 

The Friary has been having to adapt to changing situations and we 
have recently re-opened our Drop-in Centre so that we can continue 
to offer food parcels and clothing, showers, breakfasts as well as 
wellbeing and welfare advice to provide a little more aid and 
assistance to alleviate the hardship the pandemic, and the increase 
in cost of living, has caused. 

Please convey thanks to everyone who contributed/part of the 
decision-making process —  your support and kindness are greatly 
valued by all at the Friary. 

Yours sincerely 

Ben Talbot, Chief Executive
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A “THANK YOU” FROM COMMITMENT FOR LIFE 

Dear friends, 

We are most grateful for your congregation’s kind donation of 
£645.00 to Commitment for Life. Your continued generosity towards 
our support for Christian Aid and Global Justice Now is much 
appreciated. 

Please find below a short message from Patrick Watt, Chief 
Executive Officer for Christian Aid: 

“Thank you so much for all of your dedicated support for 
Commitment for Life.  Ongoing partnerships like Commitment 
for Life deepen our relationships with those across the world 
and challenge us to keep justice and peace at the centre of 
our Christian life. Together we are part of the transformation 
of God’s kingdom and seeing change happen.” 

Your contributions make an enormous and practical difference to 
our partner communities. Your prayers, activism & generosity are a 
wonderful demonstration of ‘life giving faith, defiant hope and 
generous love’. 

With grateful thanks, 

Suzanne Pearson 
Administrative Assistant Commitment for Life:  
The United Reformed Church
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DIARY FOR MARCH 2023 
 

Wednesday 1st March at 7.30pm, Elders’ Council will meet in 
the Small Hall 
 
Thursday 2nd March at 8.00pm, Lent Group via Zoom 
 
Friday 3rd March at 8.00pm, Lent Group in the Fellowship 
Room 
 
Sunday 5th March at 11.00am, Morning Worship will be led by 
Rev’d Chris Ford and will include the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. The Junior Church will be joining the congregation 
for Communion 
 
Thursday 9th March at 2.15pm, the Pastoral Group will meet in 
the Upper Hall 
- at 8.00pm, Lent Group via Zoom 
 
Friday 10th March at 8.00pm, Lent Group in the Fellowship 
Room 
 
Sunday 12th March at 11.00am, Morning Worship will be led by 
Rev’d Chris Ford 
 
Tuesday 14th March at 6.00pm, Taize Service of Prayer and 
Meditation will be led by Rev’d Chris Ford 
 
Thursday 16th March at 8.00pm, Lent Group via Zoom 
 
Friday 17th March at 8.00pm, Lent Group in the Fellowship 
Room 
 
Saturday 18th March, East Midlands Synod meeting will be 
held in St Andrew’s with Castle Gate 
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Sunday 19th March at 11.00am, Morning Worship for 
Mothering Sunday will be led by our Young People 

- last day for April Newsletter contributions 
 
Wednesday 22nd March at 7.30pm, the Worship and Education 
Group will meet in the Fellowship Room 
 
Thursday 23rd March at 8.00pm, Lent Group via Zoom 
 
Friday 24th March at 8.00pm, Lent Group in the Fellowship 
Room 
 
Saturday 25th March, Saturday Club 
 
Sunday 26th March at 11.00am, Morning Worship for Passion 
Sunday will be led by Rev’d David Featonby 

- at 12.30pm, South Nottingham Area Gathering at The Dales 
URC 
- at 7.00 pm, Commitment for Life discussion service (on 
Zoom) with Rev’d Dr Kevin Snyman 

 
Wednesday 29th March at 7.30pm, South Nottingham Area 
Meeting will be held at The Dales URC 
 
Thursday 30th March at 8.00pm, Lent Group via Zoom 
Friday 31st March at 8.00pm, Lent Group in the Fellowship 
Room 
 
APRIL 2023 
Sunday 2nd April at 11.00am, Morning Worship for Palm 
Sunday will be led by The Goldsmith Players 

 
 


