
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC                                                              

Order for Worship for 1st November 2020 at 11.00am                                   

All Saints’ Day 

Welcome and Notices 

Call to Worship – Hebrews 12:1 & 2 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 

witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 

that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race 

marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 

perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the 

cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God.” 

Hymn – R&S 663. Love divine, all loves excelling 

1. Love divine, all loves excelling, 

joy of heaven, to earth come down, 

fix in us thy humble dwelling,  

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation,  

enter every trembling heart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Come, almighty to deliver, 

let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return, and never, 

never more thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

glory in thy perfect love. 

 

3. Finish then thy new creation, 

pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation, 

perfectly restored in thee; 

changed from glory into glory, 

till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love and praise. 

Charles Wesley (1707-88) 

 

Opening Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer  

Almighty and Eternal God, we praise you for the truth at the 

heart of this day, that your love is infinite and eternal; we 

praise you that your love reaches to the ends of the earth, 

your glory fills the universe. We praise you that no one is 

outside your love, whoever they may be or whatever they may 

have done. We praise you that you value all, that you have 

time for all and that you respond to all.  



As we gather to worship you, may your love fill our hearts, your 

peace quieten our minds and your strength encourage and 

renew us. 

 

Eternal God, in the knowledge of your acceptance and love, we 

come before you now to confess our shortcomings. For those 

times when we have denied your high calling of us, 

please forgive us and renew us. 

 

For those times when we have failed to share your love as you 

love us, 

please forgive us and renew us. 

 

For those times when we have been slow to forgive and we have 

been swift to pass judgement, 

please forgive us and renew us. 

 

For those times when we have been careless of the needs of 

others, 

please forgive us and renew us. 

 

Through the immensity of your love you offer us the renewal of 

our life and a new beginning. Through you we find peace and 

fulfilment, love and joy.  

 

We have been born into a living hope, our sins forgiven, our lives 

renewed and our importance to you confirmed. We give you all 

our thanks and praise. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who when 

he was on earth taught us to pray together and say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 

lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

Reading – Psalm 23 

 

Family Talk 

 

Hymn – R&S 594. Peace, perfect peace, is the gift 

1. Peace, perfect peace, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 

Peace, perfect peace, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 

Thus, says the Lord, will the world know my friends. 

Peace, perfect peace, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 

 

2. Joy, perfect joy, is the gift of Christ our Lord.  

Joy, perfect joy, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 

Thus, says the Lord, will the world know my friends. 

Joy, perfect joy, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 

 

3. Love, perfect love, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 

Love, perfect love, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 

Thus, says the Lord, will the world know my friends. 

Love, perfect love, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 

   Words and Music by Kevin Mayhew 

 



Blessing for our Young Friends 

Almighty and Eternal God, we pray for your blessing on our 

young friends, wherever they are and whatever they are doing. 

We pray that you will guide them when the way seems unclear. 

We pray that you will support them when they stumble and fall 

and we pray that you will walk with them as their constant 

companion and friend. In all things may they know your love 

surrounding them and protecting them. We offer our prayer in 

the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer. Amen. 

Reading – Revelation 21:1-7 

Talk 1 – The Longing for Paradise 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Almighty and Eternal God, we give you our deepest thanks for all 

the many blessings of this life, for all the ways in which you 

provide for us and for all the ways in which you protect us and 

keep us safe.  

As an expression of our gratitude, we offer to you ourselves, our 

gifts, our lives, all that we are and all that we have, praying that 

you will take and use all that we offer to you, for the building of 

your Kingdom of love, amongst us and across our world. 

Almighty and Eternal God, on this All Saints’ Day, we bring you our 

thanks and praise for all those whom we have known and loved 

and who are now with you. We thank you for their love for us, for 

their sharing of themselves with us, for all that they taught us by 

word and deed of what it means to live a good life. We thank you 

for their friendship, their laughter, their support, their sometimes 

necessary correction of us, their dedication and commitment 

to our well-being. In this time of quiet reflection, we hold 

them in love before you in our hearts ... 

 

Silence 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for the love we still hold for them. 

And we pray for all those who grieve for lost loved ones and 

who are in need of your comfort and strength. Please hold 

them when the days are difficult and shepherd them through 

the times that are dark and lonely.  

 

May we all be comforted by the knowledge that whatever 

troubles we shall face here on earth, one day we shall inherit 

a prize that far outweighs them all, when we shall be with 

you, in eternal glory. We offer all our prayers in the name of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer. Amen. 

 

 

Invitation to the Table  

Jesus said that anyone who wanted to follow him could 

remember him by eating bread and drinking wine. We 

celebrate Holy Communion now in order to remember Jesus, 

to give thanks for all that he means for our day to day living 

and to commit ourselves to trying to walk his way more 

faithfully. 

 

 



Hymn – R&S 453. Let us talents and tongues employ  

1. Let us talents and tongues employ, 

reaching out with a shout of joy: 

bread is broken, the wine is poured, 

Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 

 

Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

pass the Word around: loaves abound! 

 

2. Christ is able to make us one, 

at this table he set the tone, 

teaching people to live to bless, 

love in word and in deed express. 

 

3. Jesus calls us in, sends us out 

bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 

gives us love to tell, bread to share: 

God (Immanuel) everywhere! 

   Fred Kaan (1929-2009) 

 
The Story 

To anyone who wants to follow him, Jesus gave an example and a 

command, based on the experience he shared with his disciples in 

an upstairs room in Jerusalem. 

On the night on which he was betrayed and as they were sitting 

at a meal, Jesus took a piece of bread and broke it. He gave it to 

his disciples saying, “This is my body. It is broken for you. Do this 

to remember me.” 

Later, after they had eaten, Jesus took a cup of wine and 

said, “This cup is the new relationship with God made 

possible because of my death. Drink this all of you, to 

remember me.” 

 

So, now we do as Jesus did. And as he said a prayer of thanks 

with his friends, so now we give our thanks and praise to God. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Eternal God, we thank and praise you that it is possible for us 

to know and love you, to trust you and to serve you. You have 

made our beautiful world and you have made us to enjoy it 

and to enjoy being with each other.   

 

Eternal God, we thank you for the example of Jesus. We 

thank you for the love he shared with all people; we thank 

you that he showed us the importance of loving you and 

putting you first in our lives; we thank you that he taught us 

that we can always say sorry and find a new way of living; we 

thank you for the care he gave to people in need and for the 

way he encouraged people who had lost confidence in 

themselves. We thank you too that he was prepared to suffer 

and to die in order that his message of love should be shared 

with the world. 

 

So, now, we come to remember Jesus and to ask that we 

might be strengthened to live as he lived. Help us to be faithful 

followers of his way, sharing his love with all that we meet. 

Amen. 

 



The Sharing of the Bread and the Wine 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 

 

This bread symbolises for us all that Jesus achieved in his earthly 

life and ministry. Let us eat with thanksgiving and may the spirit in 

which he lived be our spirit. 

 

This wine symbolises for us all that Jesus achieved in his suffering 

and death on the cross. Let us drink with thanksgiving and may 

the spirit in which he died be our spirit. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Eternal God, we give you our deep thanks for this time of 

renewal, for these symbols that have reminded us of Jesus and 

for all the people that we know and love. We now offer you our 

day to day living. Help us to go out to live as changed people, to 

walk in the way of Jesus and to share love and kindness with all. 

Amen. 

Hymn – R&S 125. Ye holy angels bright 

1. Ye holy angels bright 

who wait at God’s right hand, 

or through the realms of light 

fly at your Lord’s command, 

assist our song, 

or else the theme 

too high doth seem 

for mortal tongue. 

 

 

2. Ye blessed souls at rest, 

who see your Saviour’s face, 

whose glory, ev’n the least, 

is far above our grace: 

God’s praises sound, 

as in his sight 

with sweet delight 

ye do abound. 

 

3. Ye saints who toil below, 

adore your heavenly King, 

and onward as ye go 

some joyful anthem sing; 

take what he gives 

and praise him still, 

through good or ill, 

who ever lives. 

 

4. My soul, bear thou thy part, 

triumph in God above; 

and with a well-tuned heart 

sing thou the songs of love. 

Thou art his own, 

whose precious blood 

shed for thy good 

his love made known. 

 

 

 

 



5. Let all creation sing 

and join the marvellous throng 

who crowns of glory bring 

and raise the Lamb’s new song. 

Let all our days 

till life shall end, 

whate’er he send 

be filled with praise. 

 

 Richard Baxter (1615-91) altd. 

 V3: J H Gurney (1802-62) 

 

Benediction: The Blessing of St Columba 

 

Be Thou a bright flame before me, 

Be Thou a guiding star above me, 

Be Thou a smooth path below me, 

Be Thou a kindly shepherd behind me, 

Today and forever. Amen. 

 

CCL 114191 

 


