
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC                                                              

Order for Worship for 6th December 2020 at 11.00am 

 

Lighting of the Advent Ring  

Welcome and Notices and Call to Worship – Psalm 85:8-11 

‘I will listen to what God the Lord will say; he promises peace to 

his people, his saints – but let them not return to folly. Surely his 

salvation is near to those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in 

our land. Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and 

peace kiss each other. Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, 

and righteousness looks down from heaven.’ 

Hymn – R&S 183. Brightest and best of the Sons of the Morning 

1. Brightest and best of the Sons of the Morning, 

dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid, 

star of the east, the horizon adorning, 

guide where our infant Redeemer is laid! 

 

2. Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shining, 

low lies his head with the beasts of the stall; 

angels adore him, in slumber reclining, 

Maker, and Monarch, and Saviour of all. 

 

3. Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 

odours of Edom and offerings divine; 

gems from the mountain, and pearls from the ocean, 

myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine? 

 

4. Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 

vainly with gifts would his favour secure; 

richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 

dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

 

5. Brightest and best of the Sons of the Morning, 

dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid, 

star of the east, the horizon adorning, 

guide where our infant Redeemer is laid! 

  Reginald Heber (1783 – 1826) 

 

Opening Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer   

Loving God, we rejoice in this Advent season of good news and 

good will, as we prepare our hearts and our souls to celebrate 

once more the birth of your Son. We praise you for coming 

among us in Jesus, for living our life and sharing our humanity. 

 

We praise you for suffering and dying among us, for your 

victory over death, your triumph over evil and your promise 

that your Kingdom will always be with us.  

 

We praise you for the wonder of this season, for its message 

of love and forgiveness, its promise of peace and justice, and 

the gift of life everlasting of which it speaks.  

 

Loving God, please come to us in ever new and more 

wonderful ways, so that you may be born in our hearts anew 

this Advent season and that through us, you may be born in 

our world.  



Eternal God, as we bring our praises, so too we bring our 

confession to you, knowing that you see us as we are and love us 

as we are. Please forgive us for those times when we have lost 

sight of your loving purposes for us.  

 

Please forgive us when we stop believing that you are at work 

and when we lose confidence in your kingdom.  

 

Please forgive us when we waste the precious gift of the present 

moment and lose ourselves in worry for the future.  

 

Please forgive us, when in the midst of preparations and 

business, when trying to meet the demands placed upon us by 

family and friends, we forget what Christmas is all about and we 

deny ourselves the inner peace that your birth within us can 

bring.  

 

Help us to know that you are always with us, rightly and 

responsibly enjoying your many gifts and always seeking to do 

your will and follow your way. We sum up our prayers as we say 

together the pray that Jesus himself taught us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Reading – Isaiah 40:1-11 

Family Talk 

Hymn – R&S 522. From heaven you came, helpless babe 

1. From heaven you came, helpless babe,  

entered our world, your glory veiled; 

not to be served, but to serve, 

and give your life that we might live. 

 

This is our God, the Servant King, 

he calls us now to follow him, 

to bring our lives as a daily offering 

of worship to the Servant King. 

 

2. There in the garden of tears, 

my heavy load he chose to bear; 

his heart with sorrow was torn, 

‘Yet not my will but yours’, he said. 

 

3. Come see his hands and his feet, 

the scars that speak of sacrifice, 

hands that flung stars into space 

to cruel nails surrendered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. So, let us learn how to serve, 

and in our lives enthrone him; 

each other’s love to prefer, 

for it is Christ we’re serving. 

 Graham Kendrick (1950 - ) ©1983 Thankyou Music 

 

Blessing for our Young Friends 

Almighty and Eternal God, we ask for your blessing on all our 

young friends, wherever they are and whatever they are doing. 

We ask for your blessing on all their preparations and hard work 

for our Nativity Service next week and give thanks for their 

sharing of themselves with us in worship. We pray that you will 

keep our young friends safe in all circumstances. At all times and 

in all situations may they know your enfolding love. We offer 

our prayer through Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer. 

Amen. 

Reading – Mark 1:1-8 

Talk – A Highway for our God 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Almighty and Eternal God, you have given us the greatest gift of 

all, the gift of yourself. We give you our heartfelt thanks for your 

gift of love, your gift of strength, your gift of peace and your gift 

of protection in all situations. As an expression of our gratitude, 

we offer to you our gifts, in whatever way we are able to give 

them and we ask for your blessing upon them. We offer you 

ourselves, all that we are and all that we have, asking that we 

may be used for the sharing of your kingdom, amongst 

ourselves, in our communities and across our world. 

Eternal God, as we prepare for our own different celebrations 

this year, we pray for those for whom there is no celebration 

at all this Christmas. We pray for the poor and the hungry of 

our world, for the homeless and the refugees, for the lonely 

and for those who are bereaved, for whom Christmas brings 

many memories. 

Lord, you call us to respond to their need: help us to reach out 

in love. 

 

Eternal God, we pray for all those whose celebration is marred 

by fear – those who are anxious for themselves or for a loved 

one, those who see no hope for the future, those who live 

under the constant threat of danger. 

Lord, you call us to respond to their need: help us to reach out 

in love. 

 

Eternal God, we pray for all who wrestle with grief – those 

whose lives have been broken by tragedy, those who live each 

day in the shadow of depression and hopelessness, those who 

are crushed by burdens of loss and sorrow. 

Lord, you call us to respond to their need: help us to reach out 

in love. 

 

Eternal God, we pray for all who feel isolated, especially those 

who are unable to meet with loved ones, because of the 

current pandemic – we pray for those who feel unloved and 

unwanted, those who find it hard to show love towards 



others, and for those whose relationships have been broken by 

cruelty, conflict or neglect. 

Lord, you call us to respond to their need: help us to reach out in 

love. 

 

Loving God, may your light reach into the darkest places of our 

world, so that there may be hope in place of despair, joy rather 

than sorrow and love rather than hatred. Come now to our world, 

to bring good news to the poor, release to the captives, recovery 

of sight to the blind and to let the oppressed go free. 

 

We offer all our prayers in the knowledge that it is impossible to 

pray honestly and for nothing to happen. Through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord and our Redeemer. Amen. 

 
Invitation to the Table 
 
Hear the gracious words of our Lord Jesus Christ; Come to me, all 

you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens and I will give 

you rest. I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never 

be hungry and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 

Anyone who comes to me I will never turn away. 

 

 

Hymn – R&S 217. When I survey the wondrous cross 

 

1. When I survey the wondrous Cross, 

on which the Prince of glory died, 

my richest gain I count but loss, 

and pour contempt on all my pride.  

2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

save in the death of Christ my God; 

all the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 

3. See from his head, his hands, his feet, 

sorrow and love flow mingled down; 

did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

4. His dying crimson, like a robe, 

spreads o’er his body on the tree; 

then am I dead to all the globe, 

and all the globe is dead to me. 

 

5. Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

that were a present far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, 

demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

 Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

 

The Narrative 
 
We hear the narrative of the institution of the Lord’s Supper as 

it was recorded by the apostle Paul. I received from the Lord 

what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body that is for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took 

the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new 



covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink 

from this cup, you are proclaiming the Lord’s death until he comes 

again. 

 
 
The Celebration of the Sacrament 
 
In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and indeed following his very 
example, we take this bread and this cup and we give thanks to 
God. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

With joy we give you thanks and praise, 

Almighty God, Source of all life and love, 

that we live in your world, 

that you are always creating and 

sustaining it by your power, 

and that you have so made us 

that we can know and love you, 

trust and serve you. 

We give you thanks 

that you loved this world so much 

that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who has faith in him 

may not die but have eternal life. 

We praise you that through his coming  

your promises given by the prophets were fulfilled, 

and that the day of our deliverance has dawned; 

and, as we look for the triumph of his Kingdom, 

we exult with holy joy. 

We thank you that we can live in the faith 

that your kingdom will come, 

and that in life, in death and beyond death 

you are always with us. 

 

Therefore with all the company of heaven, 

and with all your people, 

of all places and times, 

we proclaim your greatness. 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Holy Lord God, 

by what we do here in remembrance of Christ 

we celebrate his perfect sacrifice on the Cross 

and his glorious resurrection and ascension; 

we declare that he is Lord of all our living, 

and we prepare for his coming in his kingdom. 



 

Accept our sacrifice of praise; 

and as we eat and drink as he commanded us 

unite us to Christ as one body in him, 

and give us strength to serve you in the world. 

And to you, one holy and eternal God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

we give praise and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 

 

We share in the bread and wine 

This bread symbolizes for us all that Jesus achieved in his earthly 

life and ministry. Let us eat with thanksgiving and may the spirit in 

which he lived be our spirit. 

 

This cup symbolizes for us all that Jesus achieved in his suffering 

and death upon the cross. Let us drink with thanksgiving and may 

the spirit in which he died be our spirit. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Most gracious God, 

we praise you for all that you have given us 

and for all that you have promised us here. 

You have made us one 

with all your people, those in heaven and those on earth. 

You have fed us with the bread of life, 

and renewed us for your service. 

So now we give ourselves to you; 

and we ask that our daily living 

may be part of the life of your kingdom, 

and that our love may be your love 

reaching out into the life of this world; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Hymn – R&S 656. Lo! He comes with clouds descending 

1. Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 

once for favoured sinners slain; 

thousand thousand saints attending 

swell the triumph of his train: 

Alleluia!  (3 times) 

God appears on earth to reign. 

 

2. Every eye shall now behold him 

robed in awesome majesty; 

we, who set at naught and sold him, 

crucified him on the tree: 

Lord, have mercy,  (3 times) 

let us all thine Advent see. 

 

3. Those dear tokens of his passion 

still his dazzling body bears, 

cause of endless exultation 

to his ransomed worshippers: 

Sing hosanna!  (3 times) 

See the risen Lord appears! 

 

 



4. Yea, Amen, let all adore thee, 

high on thine eternal throne: 

Saviour, take the power and glory, 

claim the kingdom for thine own; 

O come quickly,  (3 times) 

Alleluia! Come, Lord, come! 

 

  Charles Wesley (1707-88) 

 

Benediction – We say the words of ‘The Grace’ together: 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, today and always. 
Amen. 

 

The Prayers of Intercession have been adapted for use from 
“Prayers for All Seasons, Book 2” by Nick Fawcett. 

The words for the celebration of Holy Communion have been 
adapted for use from ‘Worship: from the United Reformed 
Church’. 

CCL 114191 

 


