
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC 
Order of service for 13 December 2020

Welcome & Call to Worship – Mark 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a 
great light.  
Those who lived in a land of deep darkness – 
on them light has shined.  
For a child has been born for us, 
a Son given to us; 
and He is named Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty 
God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
He is named Emmanuel: 
God with us.  
Joy to the World!  
The Lord is come!  

CAROL - Come and join the celebration R+S 
166 (Praise Band) 

Chorus
Come and join the celebration 
It's a very special day 
Come and share our jubilation; 
There's a new King born today! 

See, the shepherds 
Hurry down to Bethlehem, 
Gaze in wonder 
At the Son of God who lay before them 

Chorus

Wise men journey, 
Led to worship by a star 
Kneel in homage 
Bringing precious gifts from lands afar, so 

Chorus

"God is with us" 
Round the world the message bring 
He is with us 
"Welcome", all the bells on earth are pealing 

Chorus

Prayers of approach, confession and Lord’s 
Prayer – Jack 

Dear Lord, don't let us miss You this Christmas 
season.  Help us to simplify our activities and 
traditions so that we can focus our celebrations on 
Your birth.  As you chose the lowly, the outcasts, 
and the poor to receive the greatest news the world
had ever known, so may we worship you in humility
of heart.  



As Your children, we cry out for a fresh 
telling, and a new awareness of Who You are.
We choose by faith to make the “good news 
of great joy” a reality in our own lives, so 
others can see us as lighted candles of life, 
pointing to You this Christmas.  We know that
peace on earth can only come when hearts 
find peace in and with You.  

Forgive us for forgetting that Your love never 
changes, never fades, and that You never abandon 
the purpose for which You came: to save us from 
sin, and to give us life eternal, the joy of 
relationship with God.  Your birth—and Your death
—sealed Your promise to us forever.  You are still 
our Joy.  You are still our Peace.  You are no longer 
a babe in the manger.  You are Lord of lords and 
King of kings.  We celebrate You as Lord and King 
— this Christmas and always.  Your name is still 
called “Wonderful,” “Counsellor,” “Mighty God,” 
“Everlasting Father,” and “Prince of Peace.”  

We pray together the prayer the babe in the 
manger who, when a man, taught his followers to 
say…

Our Father, 
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen.  

Lighting the advent candles – Zoe and Billy 

Introduction to story and the presentations – 
Richard 

(Between each short drama sketch, we will sing a 
verse of ‘Here we go up to Bethlehem” to the tune 
‘Here we go round the mulberry bush’. The Junior 
Church invite you to join them in the words – the 
chorus is "Here We Go Up To Bethlehem… on a cold
and frosty morning" and hopefully you will catch on
to the repeated words to each of the verses)

Elizabeth, Mary & Zechariah – Megan, Tabi 
and Jack 

READING: Luke 1: 26 – 33.  The Angel and 
Mary – Daniel 

Angels from the Realms of Chorley – Zac and 
Alex 



CAROL - Silent Night R+S 147 (Organ) 

Silent night, holy night!  
Sleeps the world, hid from sight.  
Mary and Joseph in stable bare 
Watch o’er the child beloved and fair, 
Sleeping in heavenly rest, 
Sleeping in heavenly rest, 

Silent night, holy night!  
Shepherds first saw the light.  
Heard resounding clear and long 
Far and near the angel song, 
Christ the Redeemer is here.  
Christ the Redeemer is here.  

Silent night, holy night!  
Son of God, O how bright.  
Love is smiling from your face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth  
Jesus, Lord, at your birth.  

READING: Luke 2: 1 – 7a.  The birth of Jesus – 
Ruby 

Inn-Keeper - Billy 

Shepherds and Angels – Lola, Zoe, Zac, Alex 
and Chrisdaniel 

Wise Man – Jessica 

Prayers of thanksgiving and intercession – 
Amber 

Thank You for being the Prince of Peace, and we 
ask You for that peace to reign in our hearts.  
Thank You for the simple but life-changing message
of Your love for us.  Thank You for the gift of Jesus, 
our Emmanuel, the Word made flesh.  

As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Light 
of the World, may we begin to see the world 
in the light of understanding given to us.  
May we remember our neighbours in all parts 
of the world in this season of giving - those 
who are suffering from conflict, disaster or 
poverty.  We particularly remember the 
families in the women’s refuge and dedicate 
our gifts of toys that they may bring joy to 
overwhelm their woe.  We give thanks for all 
Your gifts to us and we dedicate our lives and
our resources, both given in Your service.  

In a world where worry, not peace, prevails, stir up 
in us that good news again.  This Christmas, make 
it real in our hearts.  Never have we needed Your 
joy and peace more than now.  When the song of 
the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is 
gone, when the kings and princes are home, when 
the shepherds are back with the flocks, then the 
work of Christmas begins: To find the lost, to heal 
those broken in spirit, to feed the hungry, to 



release the oppressed, to rebuild the nations, to 
bring peace among all peoples, to make a little 
music with our hearts, and to radiate the Light of 
Christ, every day, in every way, in all that we do 
and in all that we say.  

Then the work of Christmas begins.  Amen.  

Closing remarks - Richard 

CAROL – It was on a starry night - (Praise 
Band) 

It was on a starry night, when the hills were 
bright 
Earth lay sleeping, sleeping calm and still.  
Then in a cattle shed, in a manger bed 
a boy was born, king of all the world.  

Chorus:
And all the angels sang for him, 
the bells of heaven rang for him 
for a boy was born, king of all the world. 
And all the angels sang for him, 
the bells of heaven rang for him 
for a boy was born, king of all the world. 

Soon the shepherds came that way where the
baby lay 
and were kneeling, kneeling by his side.  

And their hearts believed again for the peace 
of men, 
for a boy was born, king of all the world.  

Chorus:
And all the angels sang for him, 
the bells of heaven rang for him 
for a boy was born, king of all the world. 
And all the angels sang for him, 
the bells of heaven rang for him 
for a boy was born, king of all the world. 

Blessing – Richard 

May we be filled with the wonder of Mary, the 
obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the 
eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of 
the magi, and the peace of the Christ child.  
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless us 
now and forever.  

Amen.

And now….  
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