
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC                                                              

Order for Worship for 27th December 2020 at 11.00am 

 

Welcome and Notices 

Call to Worship – Micah 5:2, 4 & 5 

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the 

clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler 

over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times. … 

He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in 

the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they will live 

securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. 

And he will be their peace.” 

Hymn – R&S 183. Brightest and best of the Sons of the Morning 

1. Brightest and best of the Sons of the Morning, 

dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid, 

star of the east, the horizon adorning, 

guide where our infant Redeemer is laid! 

 

2. Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shining, 

low lies his head with the beasts of the stall; 

angels adore him, in slumber reclining, 

Maker, and Monarch, and Saviour of all. 

 

3. Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 

odours of Edom and offerings divine; 

gems from the mountain, and pearls from the ocean, 

myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine? 

4. Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 

vainly with gifts would his favour secure; 

richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 

dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

 

5. Brightest and best of the Sons of the Morning, 

dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid, 

star of the east, the horizon adorning, 

guide where our infant Redeemer is laid! 

  Reginald Heber (1783 – 1826) 

 

Opening Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer  

Almighty and Eternal God, we praise you for the joy and 

wonder of Christmas, filled with love; the glow of candles and 

Christingles and our favourite pieces of music. 

 

We praise you for the joy and wonder of Christmas, filled 

with light and colour; cards from friends and loved ones, 

bright decorations and tree lights shining in dark windows. 

 

We praise you for the joy and wonder of Christmas, filled with 

friendship; the fun of shared cooking and baking, the playing 

of games and the security of family love. 

 

Almighty and Eternal God, we pray that this love, light and 

friendship may extend across our world, a world that is often 

vulnerable and afraid, faced with harsh realities, so that we 

may still dare to hope for your innocence and trust, your 

peace and security. 



Loving God, please be born in us in ever new ways. Please forgive 

us,  

so that from your acceptance we may learn to forgive others and 

ourselves. 

 

Please heal us,  

so that from your wholeness we may know peace in your 

service. 

 

Please teach us,  

so that from the knowledge of your love we may be surprised 

with new truth.  

 

We give you thanks that you are our God and you long to set us 

free to live life fully and joyfully. 

 

We say together the prayer that Jesus himself taught us:  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Reading – Luke 2:8-20 

Family Talk 

Hymn – R&S 151. See him lying in a bed of straw 

1. See him lying on a bed of straw, 

draughty stable with an open door, 

Mary cradling the child she bore; 

the Prince of Glory is his name: 

 

O now carry me to Bethlehem 

to see the Lord of love again, 

just as poor as was the stable then, 

the Prince of Glory when he came. 

 

2. Star of silver sweep across the skies, 

show where Jesus in the manger lies; 

shepherds, swiftly from your stupor rise 

to see the Saviour of the world: 

 

3. Angels, sing again the song you sang, 

God’s great glory and redeeming plan; 

sing that Bethlem’s little baby can 

be the Saviour of us all: 

 

4. Mine are riches from your poverty; 

from your innocence, eternity, 

mine, forgiveness by your death for me; 

Child of sorrow for my joy: 

 

 Michael Perry (1942- ) 
 

 

 

 



Blessing for our Young Friends 

Almighty and Eternal God, we ask for your blessing on our young 

friends as they enjoy their Christmas celebrations with their 

families. We pray that you will continue to keep them safe in all 

circumstances, so that they may rest secure in the knowledge of 

your love and protection. We pray that you will grant them joy, 

peace and fulfilment as they enter another New Year. Please be 

their companion and friend on their chosen paths and encourage 

them as they seek to walk in the way of Jesus, day by day. 

Amen. 

Reading – Matthew 2:1-12 

Talk 1 – Holy Irresponsibility 

Hymn – R&S 162. In the bleak midwinter 

1. In the bleak midwinter frosty wind made moan, 

earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 

in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 

2. Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 

heav’n and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign: 

in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 

the Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ. 

 

3. Enough for him, whom cherubim worship night and day, 

a breast full of milk, and a manger full of hay; 

enough for him, whom angels fall down before, 

the ox and ass and camel which adore. 

4. Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 

cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 

but his mother only, in her maiden bliss, 

worshipped the Beloved with a kiss. 

 

5. What can I give him, poor as I am? 

if I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

yet what I can I give him – give my heart. 

  Christina Rossetti (1830 – 94) altd. 

 

Talk 2 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Almighty and Eternal God, we give you our deepest thanks for 

all that this last year has held for us that was and is good and 

lovely.  

 

We thank you for our loved ones, for our families and 

friends, for those with whom we have been able to celebrate 

Christmas.  

 

We give you thanks for another New Year and for all the 

possibilities of freedom, sharing and being together that the 

development and deployment of vaccines promises.  

 

We thank you for our Church family, for all the friendships 

we enjoy, for all the support and encouragement we receive, 



especially giving thanks for those who have supported us 

through the long and difficult months of the past year.  

 

As we have received, Eternal God, so we offer our gifts and 

ourselves to you as an expression of our gratitude. We pray that 

you will bless all that we offer in your name and use us and our 

giving for the sharing of your kingdom of love and light. 

 

Gracious God, we come before you as we approach a time of new 

beginnings. We think of those for whom the future holds no 

promise, those who struggle with burdens to which they can see 

no solution. We pray for those facing pressures at home; 

relationships strained between husband and wife, between 

partners, parent and child, brother and sister – patience stretched 

to breaking point.  

Please reach out in love and grant a new beginning. 

 

We pray for those facing pressures at work – overwhelmed by 

responsibilities, driven to distraction by office politics, stressed by 

job insecurity or redundancy, or simply bored and unhappy in 

what they are doing.  

Please reach out in love and grant a new beginning. 

 

We pray for those facing pressures with money – struggling to 

make ends meet, crippled by debt, frustrated with poor pay or 

uncertain whether and when their next instalment of pay will 

arrive.  

Please reach out in love and grant a new beginning. 

 

We pray for those facing pressures with their health – in 

hospital, waiting for a diagnosis, crushed by depression, 

anxiety or mental illness, or living with the knowledge of 

terminal illness. Especially we pray for those living with Covid 

or learning how to deal with the lasting effects of having 

suffered from Covid. 

Please reach out in love and grant a new beginning. 

 

Gracious God, may your love, compassion and strength reach 

out to all who are hurting and we pray that you bring them a 

sense of hope, that they may share in the wonderful 

conviction that you walk with them and us into the future and 

will always enfold us with your love. We offer all our prayers in 

the knowledge that it is impossible to pray honestly and for 

nothing to happen. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord and our 

Redeemer. Amen. 

 

Hymn – R&S 145. O little town of Bethlehem 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

the silent stars go by: 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting Light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee tonight. 

 

 

 



2. O morning stars, together 

proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the King, 

good will and peace on earth. 

For Christ is born of Mary; 

and gathered all above, 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

their watch of wondering love. 

 

3. How silently, how silently, 

the wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings of his heaven: 

no ear may hear his coming; 

but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, still 

the dear Christ enters in. 

 

4. O Holy Child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell: 

O come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord, Immanuel. 

  Phillips Brooks (1835-93) 

 

Benediction  

We share together the words of ‘The Grace’: 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, today and 

always. Amen. 
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