
 

 

 

St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC                                         
Bereavement Service – 17th January 2021 at 11.00am 

 

Welcome and Notices 

Call to Worship – Psalm 23 

‘The Lord is my shepherd, I shall lack nothing. He makes me lie 

down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he 

restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his 

name’s sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow 

of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me: your rod and your 

staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the 

presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup 

overflows. Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of 

my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.’ 

 

Hymn – R&S 95. God is love: let heaven adore him 

1. God is love: let heaven adore him; 

God is love: let earth rejoice; 

let creation sing before him, 

and exalt him with one voice. 

He who laid the earth’s foundation, 

he who spread the heavens above, 

he who breathes through all creation, 

he is love, eternal love. 

 

2. God is love, and is enfolding 

all the world in one embrace; 

his unfailing grasp is holding 

every child of every race; 

and when human hearts are breaking 

under sorrow’s iron rod, 

that same sorrow, that same aching 

wrings with pain the heart of God. 

 

3. God is love: and though with blindness 

sin afflicts and clouds the will, 

God’s eternal loving kindness 

holds us fast and guides us still. 

Sin and death and hell shall never 

o’er us final triumph gain; 

God is love, so Love for ever 

o’er the universe must reign. 

 Timothy Rees (1874 – 1939) 

 



Prayers of Approach, Confession and the Lord’s Prayer led by 

Fiona  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Reading – Psalm 139:1-12, 23 & 24 read by Ian  

The Psalmist affirms for us that God is with us and will strengthen 

us in all situations. 

 

 
Hymn – R&S 560. Glorious things of thee are spoken  T. R&S 98 

 

1. Glorious things of thee are spoken, 

Zion, city of our God; 

he whose word cannot be broken 

formed thee for his own abode. 

On the Rock of Ages founded, 

what can shake thy sure repose? 

With salvation’s walls surrounded, 

thou may’st smile at all thy foes. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. See! The streams of living waters, 

springing from eternal love, 

well supply thy sons and daughters, 

and all fear of want remove; 

who can faint, while such a river 

ever flows, their thirst to assuage – 

grace, which, like the Lord, the giver, 

never fails from age to age. 

 

3. Saviour, if of Zion’s city 

I, through grace, a member am, 

let the world deride or pity, 

I will glory in thy name. 

Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, 

all this boasted pomp and show; 

solid joys and lasting treasure 

none but Zion’s children know. 

 

  John Newton (1725 – 1807) 

 
 
Blessing for our Young Friends 

Almighty and Eternal God, we pray for your blessing on all 

our young friends. In their time of loneliness, please be their 

friend. In their time of anxiety, please be their peace. In their 

time of uncertainty, please be their guide. In their time of 

doubt, please be their inspiration. We pray that they may 

know your love surrounding them at all times. We ask our 

prayer through Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer. 

Amen. 



Reading – 1 Corinthians 13 read by Anne                                                                  
Paul comforts his readers with his hymn to love. 
 
Reflection – A Love that Never Fades 
 
Hymn – R&S 658. For all the saints 
 

1. For all the saints who from their labours rest, 

who thee by faith before the world confessed, 

thy name, Lord Jesus, be for ever blessed: 

  Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

2. Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress and their Might, 

thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight, 

in deepest darkness thou their one true light: 

 

3. O may thy servants, faithful, true, and bold, 

fight as the saints who nobly fought of old, 

and win with them the victors’ crown of gold: 

 

4. O blest communion, fellowship divine! 

We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 

Yet all are one in thee, for all are thine: 

 

5. From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 

through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

and sings to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 

 

   W W How (1823 – 97) 

 

Poem – “Footprints in the Sand”, read by Noel  

One night a man had a dream. He dreamed he was walking along the 
beach with the LORD. Across the sky flashed scenes from his life. For 

each scene he noticed two sets of footprints in the sand: one 
belonging to him, and the other to the LORD. When the last scene of 
his life flashed before him, he looked back at the footprints in the 
sand. He noticed that many times along the path of his life there was 

only one set of footprints. He also noticed that it happened at the very 
lowest and saddest times in his life. This really bothered him and he 
questioned the LORD about it: "LORD, you said that once I decided 
to follow you, you'd walk with me all the way. But I have noticed that 
during the most troublesome times in my life, there is only one set 
of footprints. I don't understand why when I needed you most you 
would leave me." The LORD replied: "My son, my precious child, I 

love you and I would never leave you. During your times of trial and 
suffering, when you see only one set of footprints, it was then that I 
carried you." 

Author: Carolyn Joyce Carty 

 

 

Anthem – “Light a candle” by Jay Althouse 

Light a candle, hold a sign of hope in your hand.                                                                       

Light a candle, let it shine across the land.                                                                                                                     

The hour that seems the darkest turns quickly into day.                                                                          

Light a candle, let it show us the way. 

 

Light a candle, for the child who sleeps in the cold.                                                                          

Light a candle, let our heart’s compassion unfold.                                                                                     

A light will make the darkness seem easier to bear.                                                                              

Light a candle for the hope that we share. 

 

 



Let your light outshine your ev’ry fear.        

Hold it high, hold on to what is clear;                                                                                                     

hold on to ev’rything that you hold dear. 

 
Light a candle, let it shine for young and old.                                                                                              

Light a candle, let your heart’s compassion unfold.                                                                                            

A ray of hope for all of us, a simple silent prayer.                                                                                      

Light a candle for the love that we share. (Repeat) 

 

We remember with love and thanksgiving all those Members and 

friends who have died in the past year. 

Lighting of the Candles of Remembrance 

We invite you, if you would like to light a candle in memory of 

a loved one, to do so now. 

 

A moment of quiet reflection 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession led by Ron  

 

Hymn – R&S 590. In heavenly love abiding 

1. In heavenly love abiding, 

no change my heart shall fear; 

and safe is such confiding, 

for nothing changes here: 

the storm may roar without me, 

my heart may low be laid, 

but God is round about me, 

and can I be dismayed? 

 

2. Wherever he may guide me, 

no want shall turn me back; 

my shepherd is beside me, 

and nothing can I lack: 

his wisdom ever waketh, 

his sight is never dim; 

he knows the way he taketh, 

and I will walk with him. 

 

 

 

Roll of Remembrance 

 

Marilyn Ash 

Brian Carter (Catherine Jenning’s Uncle) 

Carol Gibbon (Nottingham Stroke Club) 

Gay Goodchild 

Doreen Hall 

Phyllis Hastings 

Mary Macdonald 

Dr James Phillips 

Robert Royan (Nicola’s Father) 

Joan Worley (Noel’s Mother) 



3. Green pastures are before me, 

which yet I have not seen; 

bright skies will soon be o’er me, 

where darkening clouds have been: 

my hope I cannot measure, 

my path to life is free; 

my Saviour has my treasure, 

and he will walk with me. 

 

Anna L. Waring (1823 – 1910) 

Benediction – The Blessing of St Columba 

Be Thou a bright flame before me, 
Be Thou a guiding star above me, 
Be Thou a smooth path below me, 
Be Thou a kindly shepherd behind me, 
Today and forever. Amen. 
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