
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC
Order for Worship for 3rd January 2021 at

11.00am

Led by Rev’d Louise Gee

Call to Worship
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of
the Lord has risen upon you.
We are here because of God’s Light, so let us rejoice
with all our hearts for God incarnate has come among
us.

Hymn R&S 187  Worship  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of
holiness

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness,
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
gold of obedience and incense of lowliness,
kneel and adore him; the Lord is his name.

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness,
high on his heart he will bear it for thee,
comfort  thy  sorrows,  and  answer  thy
prayerfulness,
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be.

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness
of the poor wealth thou would’st reckon as thine;
truth in its beauty and love in its tenderness,
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine.

These,  though  we  bring  them in  trembling  and
fearfulness,
he will accept for the name that is dear;

mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness,
trust for our trembling, and hope for our fear.

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness,
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
gold of obedience and incense of lowliness,
kneel and adore him: the Lord is his name.

John S. B. Monsell. 1811-1875 altd.

Opening Prayer 
Lord of all, we are reminded today as we think about 
the season of Epiphany, which officially begins on 
Wednesday, the story of the epic journey of the Magi – 
that great pilgrimage of faith as they stepped out into 
the unknown, persevering despite adversity, searching 
diligently until their journey was rewarded.
Lord, arise and shine
And make known your glory.

Lord of all, we come today, seeking in our turn – 
seeking to learn from their experience, to worship the 
one before whom they knelt in homage, to understand 
what Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection means for
us.
Lord, arise and shine
And make known your glory

Lord of all, help us today to discover a little more of 
what the season of Epiphany has to say, and a little 
more of what you would say to each one of us today - 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Lord, arise and shine
And make known your glory. Amen.  



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Reading: Isaiah 60: 1-6

Hymn R&S 162  In the bleak midwinter

In the bleak midwinter
frosty wind made moan,
earth stood hard as iron,
water like a stone;
snow had fallen,
snow on snow, snow on snow,
in the bleak mid-winter,
long ago.

Our God, heav’n cannot hold him
nor earth sustain;
heav’n and earth shall flee away
when he comes to reign
in the bleak mid-winter
a stable-place sufficed
the Lord God almighty,
Jesus Christ.

Angels and archangels
may have gathered there,
cherubim and seraphim
thronged the air

but his mother only,
in her maiden bliss,
worshipped the Beloved
with a kiss.

What can I give him,
poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd,
I would bring a lamb
if I were a wise man,
I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him –
give my heart.

Christina G. Rossetti. (1830-94)

All Age Talk – What can I give Him?

Prayer for our young people

Heavenly Father we ask your blessing upon our young 
friends wherever they may be. May they know that you 
are close beside them. May they offer to you their 
hearts and their hands and their love to other people. 
Be with them when they are feeling anxious or upset. 
May they know that you are close with them. Help them
to truly know that in times when they are anxious and 
when they are hurting, they can rely on Jesus to 
surround them with his love.

So Father, be with them this day in whatever they do 
and wherever they go and fill them with your love and 
pour out your blessing upon them.  Amen.

Sermon:  Wise men seeking Jesus



Invitation to the table
Come to this table to meet the living God,
Love indescribable and beyond our imagining yet closer
than our own breathing.

Come to this table to meet the risen Christ
Flesh of our flesh, bone of our bone,
God with us, embodied in our living.

Come to this table to meet the life-giving spirit,
Interpreting our search for truth and justice,
Breathing into us renewing power.

Come to find,  to meet,  and to hold the living,  loving
God
Made new for us in bread and wine.  Amen.

Communion Hymn This is my Body (video)

The Narrative

Hear the narrative of the institution of the Lord’s 
Supper as it was Hear the narrative of the institution of 
the Lord’s Supper as it was recorded by the Apostle 
Paul. The tradition which I handed on to you came to 
me from the Lord himself; that on the night of his arrest
the Lord Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to 
God, broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for 
you; do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way 
he took the cup after supper, and said, ‘This cup is the 
new covenant sealed by my blood. Whenever you drink 
it, do this in remembrance of me. For every time you 
eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 
death of the Lord, until he comes.

Celebrating the Feast

Gracious  God,  for  loving  us  enough  to  share  our
humanity – 
born  among  us,  walking  our  earth,  experiencing  our
frailty and fears, our joys and our sorrows
in awe and wonder 
we thank you

For loving us enough to share our death –
dying on a cross, bearing our sins, enduring suffering 
and sorrow, darkness and despair 
in awe and wonder
we thank you

For loving us enough to share your life –
life eternal, abundant, brimming over in all its fullness,
beyond our finest words or wildest imaginings
in awe and wonder
we thank you

For inviting us to share in bread and wine –
gratefully remembering, eagerly anticipating, conscious
of all that you have done 
and all you have yet to do
in awe and wonder
we thank you.
Amen

Prayers of Intercession

We pray for the Church, that it may find ways to both 
preach the word and serve our neighbour, especially 
during this very difficult time of separation. 
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer



For our leaders, that they may serve with wisdom, 
compassion and humility.
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer

We pray for our world,
for an end to violence and injustice. Lord we pray too 
for an end to discrimination and hatred.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer

We continue to pray for all who are affected by the 
coronavirus. We pray for the vulnerable, the lonely, 
those who are afraid, the isolated and the homeless. 
Protect all whose work leads them into danger. And we 
pray, today, for our own emergency services, 
paramedics, hospital staff, police, fire fighters and all 
keyworkers.  Lord keep them safe from harm and 
strengthen them when their shift is long and bleak.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer

For those who are sick, may they know the touch and 
the power of the healing Christ. Comfort those who 
mourn that they may know and feel your presence with 
them. 
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer

And let us pray for all who are lost or without faith; bind
up the broken and give rest to the weary.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer

Lord, for all our prayers, those spoken and those we 
hold in the silence of our hearts;
Merciful Father 
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

Breaking and sharing together

Now as our Lord has commanded us, we do this in 
remembrance of him.

He took bread, gave thanks to God, broke it, and 
shared it with his friends.
May the bread of life nourish you, sustain you, 
strengthen your faith and build you up in hope. 

Jesus took wine, poured it into a cup, blessed it, and 
gave it to his friends: to drink and remember him for 
ever.
May Christ’s rich wine warm you, uplift you, excite you 
and flow within you to his praise and glory 

Prayer after communion
The meal is ended, but the journey is not over, 
for after worship comes service, 
after blessing, response. 
Christ is waiting: 
walk with him - and he will walk with you. Amen



Hymn R&S 183 Brightest and best of the Sons of the
Morning

Brightest and best of the Sons of the Morning,
dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid,
star of the east, the horizon adorning,
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid!

Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shining,
low lies his head with the beasts of the stall;
angels adore him, in slumber reclining,
Maker, and Monarch, and Saviour of all.

Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion,
odours of Edom and offerings divine;
gems of the mountain, and pearls of the ocean,
myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine?

Vainly we offer each ample oblation,
vainly with gifts would his favour secure;
richer by far is the heart’s adoration,
dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.

Brightest and best of the Sons of the Morning,
dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid,
star of the east, the horizon adorning,
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid?

Reginald Heber (1783-1826)

Final Prayer & Blessing

So as you journey through this New Year, may your 
eyes be opened to the wonder of the daily miracles 
around you and your sense of mystery be deepened.
May  you  be  aware  of  the  light  that  shines  in  the
darkness, and that the darkness can never put out.

May you be blessed with companions on the journey,
friends who will listen to you and encourage you with
their presence.
May you  learn  to  live  with  what  is  unsolved  in  your
heart, daring to face the questions and holding them
until, one day, they find their answers.
May you find the still, quiet place inside yourself where
you can know and experience the peace that passes all
understanding.
May love flow in  you and through you to  those who
need your care.
May you continue to dream dreams and to reach out
into the future with a deeper understanding of God’s
way for you.
Amen

What can I give him,
poor as I am?

If I were a shepherd,
I would bring a lamb
if I were a wise man,
I would do my part;

yet what I can I give him –
give my heart.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all today and always.

Amen

CCL 114191


