
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC                                                              

Order for Worship for 10th January 2021 at 11.00am 

 

Welcome and Notices 

Call to Worship – Psalm 145:17-19 

‘The Lord is righteous in all his ways and loving towards all he has 

made. The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on 

him in truth. He fulfils the desires of those who fear him; he hears 

their cry and saves them.’ 

Hymn – R&S 95. God is love: let heaven adore him 

1. God is love: let heaven adore him; 

God is love: let earth rejoice; 

let creation sing before him, 

and exalt him with one voice. 

He who laid the earth’s foundation, 

he who spread the heavens above, 

he who breathes through all creation, 

he is love, eternal love. 

 

2. God is love, and is enfolding 

all the world in one embrace; 

his unfailing grasp is holding 

every child of every race; 

and when human hearts are breaking 

under sorrow’s iron rod, 

that same sorrow, that same aching 

wrings with pain the heart of God. 

 

3. God is love: and though with blindness 

sin afflicts and clouds the will, 

God’s eternal loving kindness 

holds us fast and guides us still. 

Sin and death and hell shall never 

o’er us final triumph gain; 

God is love, so Love for ever 

o’er the universe must reign. 

Timothy Rees (1874 – 1939) 
 

Opening Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer   

God of beauty and truth, we come with praise and 

thanksgiving into the peace of your presence. We rejoice in 

the faithfulness of your love, new every morning, and in the 

beauty and wonder of the world around us.  

 

Great and generous God, we cannot live without you and 

with you we have nothing to fear. Please open our minds to 

your truth, open our hearts to your love and open our lives to 

your purposes. Please bless our hearts and souls with your 

gift of peace in this sacred time with you. 

 

God of grace, you have shown us what you require of us; that 

we act justly, love mercy and walk humbly before you. In the 

knowledge of your acceptance and love, we confess our 

shortcomings. When love has not been the guiding principle of 

our lives and we have been rude, self-seeking and quick to 

take offence, 

 



Please forgive us and renew us. 

 

When we have taken delight in that which was not the truth and 

when we have kept unkindly a record of another’s wrongs,  

Please forgive us and renew us. 

 

When we have been more concerned about attending to our own 

affairs and so have walked past on the other side of our 

neighbour’s need, 

Please forgive us and renew us. 

 

When, far from cherishing the goodness of creation, we have 

added to the earth’s pollution and have not sought a just sharing 

of the earth’s abundant resources, 

Please forgive us and renew us. 

 

Please assure us once again of your mercy. Please grant us the 

opportunity to change our ways and please help us to know that 

we are always loved and accepted, forgiven and healed by you. 

We sum up all our prayers as we say together the prayer that 

Jesus himself taught us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

   

Reading – Judges 16:23-31 

Family Talk 

Hymn – R&S 522. From heaven you came, helpless babe 

1. From heaven you came, helpless babe,  

entered our world, your glory veiled; 

not to be served, but to serve, 

and give your life that we might live. 

 
This is our God, the Servant King, 
he calls us now to follow him, 
to bring our lives as a daily offering 
of worship to the Servant King. 
 

2. There in the garden of tears, 

my heavy load he chose to bear; 

his heart with sorrow was torn, 

‘Yet not my will but yours’, he said. 

 
3. Come see his hands and his feet, 

the scars that speak of sacrifice, 

hands that flung stars into space 

to cruel nails surrendered. 

 
4. So, let us learn how to serve, 

and in our lives enthrone him; 

each other’s love to prefer, 

for it is Christ we’re serving. 

Graham Kendrick (1950 - ) ©1983 Thankyou Music 

 
 



Blessing for our Young Friends 

Almighty and Eternal God, we ask for your blessing on all our 

young friends, in all situations and at all times. May they know 

you as their constant friend and companion, loving them and 

protecting them, wherever they might be and whatever they 

might be doing. We pray that you will encourage them as they 

now need to do their lessons from home. We pray that it may 

not be long before they are able to return to school and their 

friends and to Church, to share face to face with each other in 

Junior Church. We ask our prayer through Jesus Christ, our Lord 

and our Redeemer. Amen.  

 

Reading – Mark 1:4-11 

Talk 1 – Samson, John and Jesus 

Hymn – R&S 431. Lord of the love that in Christ 

1. Lord of the love that in Christ has reclaimed us 

children of earth, to be heirs of your reign, 

help us become what by grace you have named us, 

take and transform what by sin we remain. 

 

2. You sent your Son, in whose gift is our healing; 

you gave your Church to bring sight to the blind: 

help us accept what your love is revealing –  

greatness in service, and losing to find. 

 

 

3. Father of Jesus, your covenant-mercies 

raised from death’s darkness the self that was his; 

raise us with him as your people, as voices 

calling your world to become what it is. 

 

 Caryl Micklem (1925 - 2003) 

Talk 2 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Almighty and Eternal God, we give you our heartfelt thanks for 

all the many blessings of this life. We thank you for your love 

for each one of us, for the unique gifts and personalities that 

you have given to each of us, for your unique call to each one 

of us to play our part in the building of your Kingdom of love. 

 

Eternal God, we give you our thanks for good food and clean 

water, for safe homes and for families who love us. We give 

you our thanks for all that thrills our hearts and warms our 

souls; for those closest to us, for our friends who stand by us 

when we need them, for those interests and hobbies that 

stimulate and enliven us. 

 

Eternal God, we give you our thanks for the scientists and 

researchers who continue to discover new ways of treating the 

symptoms of Coronavirus, who find new ways of combatting 

the virus and for all those who are working so hard to roll-out 

the vaccines. We continue to pray for that time when we 

might be free of this virus and can live our lives without fear 

and in close contact with those we love. 

 



Almighty and Eternal God, as we have received so much, so we 

give of ourselves to you. We ask your blessing on all our gifts, in 

whatever way we are able to give them, our financial gifts, our 

talents and experiences, our time and our energies. We pray 

that all may be used for the building of your Kingdom of love, 

among us, among our communities and across our world. 

 

Gracious God, we pray for those for whom the future holds no 

promise, those who are struggling with burdens to which they can 

see no solution, especially those who are facing ruin and dramatic 

changes because of the current pandemic. We pray for those 

facing pressures at home, relationships stretched to breaking 

point. 

We pray that your peace and your strength will be with them. 

 

We pray for those who are facing pressures at work; those 

overwhelmed by the heavy responsibilities placed upon them, 

those who are troubled by job insecurity, those who have been 

made redundant or have been unemployed for some time and 

can see no meaningful way of sharing their gifts with others.  

We pray that your peace and your strength will be with them. 

 

We pray for those facing pressures with money; those who are 

crippled by debt, frustrated with poor pay or unable to put food 

on the table for their children.  

We pray that your peace and your strength will be with them. 

 

We pray for those who are concerned about their health; those 

waiting for a diagnosis or for an operation, those struggling with 

depression and mental illness, those not able to live as they would 

like to live because of their infirmity, and those living with the 

knowledge of terminal illness.  

We pray that your peace and your strength will be with 

them. 

 

Gracious God, may your love, your compassion and your 

strength be with all those who are struggling, and we pray 

that you will bring them a sense of hope and the wonderful 

conviction that, however bleak things seem at the moment, 

you walk with us into the future and you will always enfold 

us with your love. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord and our 

Redeemer. Amen. 

 

Hymn – R&S 344. God of grace and God of glory 

1. God of grace and God of glory, 

on thy people pour thy power; 

crown thine ancient Church’s story; 

bring her bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, 

grant us courage, 

for the facing of this hour. 

 

2. Lo! The hosts of evil round us 

scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us, 

free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, 

grant us courage, 

for the living of these days. 



3. Cure thy children’s warring madness; 

bend our pride to thy control; 

shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, 

grant us courage, 

lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 

 

4. Save us from weak resignation 

to the evils we deplore; 

let the gift of thy salvation 

be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom,  

grant us courage, 

serving thee whom we adore. 

  H. E. Fosdick (1878 – 1969) altd. 

 

Benediction – we share together the words of ‘The Grace’: 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, today and always. 
Amen. 
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