
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC                                                              

Order for Worship for 24th January 2021 at 11.00am 

 

Welcome and Notices 

Call to Worship – Psalm 62:5-8 

“Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my hope comes from him. He 

alone is my rock and salvation; he is my fortress, I shall not be 

shaken. My salvation and my honour depend on God; he is my 

mighty rock, my refuge. Trust in him at all times, O people; pour 

out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge.” 

Hymn – R&S 96. Great is thy faithfulness 

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 

as thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

 

Great is thy faithfulness, great is thy faithfulness, 

morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided, 

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

 

2. Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 

sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 

join with all nature in manifold witness 

to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

 

 

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

 

  T. O. Chisholm (1866-1960) 

 

Opening Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer   

Loving God, as we come before you in worship this morning, 

we recognize that we share the same faith, yet we are all 

different; no two of us are the same. We have different 

backgrounds and lifestyles, different interests and ambitions, 

different feelings and experiences, and yet we are bound by 

the same love and united by the same Lord. 

Though we are many, you have made us one and we praise 

you. 

 

Loving God, we praise you that you come to us in individual 

ways, meeting our particular needs and calling us to 

complementary paths of service. We praise you that we can 

know you through all kinds of callings and through different 

traditions. 

Though we are many, you have made us one and we praise 

you. 

 

Loving God, we praise you for the community that binds us 

together, for the rich heritage of our Church and for the 

inspiration of examples of faith. May we go on learning from 



one another, never closing our minds to the rich diversity of 

belief. 

Though we are many, you have made us one and we praise you. 

 

Living God, while we praise you for all that unites us, we confess 

that there is much that separates us. We confess that though we 

speak of being ‘Churches Together’, in reality we are churches 

apart, each pursuing our own agendas and concerned with our 

own people, sometimes competing rather than complementing 

and duplicating our efforts rather than combining them. 

You have called us to be one; please forgive us the things that 

divide us. 

 

Living God, we confess that while we stress the importance of 

unity, our work together is rare, our suspicion of one another is 

more common than we would like to admit and our 

understanding of each other’s traditions is very limited. 

You have called us to be one; please forgive us the things that 

divide us. 

 

Living God, please open our hearts and minds to fresh visions and 

renewed purpose; please guide us in our individual witness and in 

our work together, so that our lives together may be a living 

witness to your love. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord and our 

Redeemer, who when he was on earth taught us to pray together 

and say: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Reading – Isaiah 6:1-8 

Family Talk 

Hymn – R&S 367. I want to walk with Jesus Christ 

1. I want to walk with Jesus Christ 

all the days I live of this life on earth, 

to give to him complete control 

of body and of soul: 

 

Follow him, follow him, yield your life to him, 

he has conquered death, he is King of kings. 

Accept the joy which he gives to those 

who yield their life to him. 

 

2. I want to learn to speak to him, 

to pray to him, confess my sin, 

to open my life and let him in, 

for joy will then be mine: 

 

3. I want to learn to read his word, 

for this is how I know the way, 

to live my life as pleases him, 

in holiness and joy: 

 

 

 



4. I want to learn to speak of him; 

my life must show that he lives in me, 

my deeds, my thoughts, my words must speak 

of all his love for me: 

 

5. O holy Spirit of the Lord, 

enter now into this heart of mine, 

take full control of my selfish will 

and make me wholly thine: 

  C. Simmonds (1964 - ) 

 

Blessing for our Young Friends 

Almighty and Eternal God, we ask for your blessing on all our 

young friends, in all situations and at all times. May they know 

you as their constant friend and companion, loving them and 

protecting them, wherever they might be and whatever they 

might be doing. We pray that you will encourage and strengthen 

them as they continue to do their lessons from home. We pray 

for that wonderful day when they are able to be with their 

friends again, both at school, at Church and at play. We ask our 

prayer through Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer. Amen.  

 

Reading – Mark 1:14-20 

Talk 1 – The Calling of the First Disciples 

 

 

 

Hymn – R&S 355. Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult   T. St Andrew 

1. Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult 

of our life’s wild restless sea, 

day by day his voice is sounding, 

saying, ‘Christian, follow me’: 

 

2. as, of old, apostles heard it 

by the Galilean lake, 

turned from home, and toil, and kindred, 

leaving all for his dear sake. 

 

3. Jesus calls us from the worship 

of the vain world’s golden store, 

from each idol that would keep us, 

saying, ‘Christian, love me more’. 

 

4. In our joys and in our sorrows, 

days of toil and hours of ease, 

still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 

‘Christian, love me more than these.’ 

 

5. Jesus calls us! By your mercies, 

Saviour, make us hear your call, 

give our hearts to your obedience, 

serve and love you best of all. 

  Cecil Francis Alexander (1818 – 95) altd. 

 

Talk 2 

 



Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Almighty and Eternal God, we thank you from the bottom of our 

hearts for all that enriches our lives and gives our lives meaning 

and purpose. We thank you for your special call to each one of us, 

for those unique gifts that make us who we are and give us a 

special place in the lives of those we love and in your purposes. 

 

We thank you for all those who have taught us the meaning of 

discipleship and who have challenged us and helped us to grow 

on our spiritual journey.  

 

We thank you for those who have taught us how to pray and how 

to put our trust in you, especially for those who have stood beside 

us and held us when life became difficult.  

 

We thank you for the fellowship of disciples to which we belong, 

giving thanks for the acceptance, the friendship and the 

common desire to worship you in a familiar and much loved 

place.  

 

Eternal God, may we never shrink from sharing our spiritual truth 

with those around us and may those we love never be short of a 

prayer because we haven’t shown them how to pray. 

 

Almighty and Eternal God, we have received so much from you 

and from others. We express our gratitude by giving to you and 

to others of our financial resources, of our time and energies and 

of our love and commitment. We ask your blessing on all that 

we give in your name, in whatever way we are able to give, 

praying that you will use all our gifts for the building of your 

Kingdom of love, amongst us and across our world. 

 

Now, Eternal God, we bring to you our prayers for others. We 

pray for all those who are afraid to live; for those afraid to go 

out for whatever reason, but especially because of the current 

pandemic. We pray for those who fear the violence of others, 

especially in their own homes. We pray for those who feel 

ashamed to face the world and who are struggling with mental 

illness and personality disorders. We pray for those who do 

not know where their next meal or drink is coming from and 

for those who have only bad food to eat and unclean water to 

drink.  

 

We pray, Eternal God, that you will give courage, courage in 

the face of adversity, courage in the face of hopelessness and 

despair, that a new way to live meaningfully may be found. 

 

Eternal God, we pray for all those who mourn lost loved ones, 

either as the result of natural disaster, as a result of human 

error or at the hands of violence or hatred. We pray especially 

for peace in our world, in Syria, in Iraq and in Afghanistan, in 

Palestine and in Israel, in Yemen, in Northern Africa, in the 

United States of America, that violence may never escalate out 

of control and that those who have power and influence may 

have wisdom and skill in diplomacy to enable people to live 

side by side in mutual respect.  

 

Eternal God, we pray that you will bring comfort, hope and 

the early promptings of new possibilities for those who now 



seek just to carry on or in some small way to rebuild their lives. 

 

We pray, Eternal God, for those who are struggling with life and 

finding difficulties insurmountable. We pray for those whom we 

know and love who are sick, who are in hospital, who are 

suffering with Covid. We pray for those whom we know and love 

who are downhearted, who are lonely and afraid, who feel that 

no-one cares.  

 

We pray, Eternal God, that you will bring newness of life, new 

strength, new hope, new friendships and new love. 

 

Eternal God, we offer our prayers for ourselves. In these days 

when we have time for inner reflection, please help us to throw 

out what is no longer useful; please help us to stop doing what is 

no longer in our best interests and please help us to use our time 

and our energies for that which is life-enhancing and life-giving for 

ourselves and for others.  

 

We pray that all that we are and all that we do may reflect your 

nature and your purposes. We offer this coming week to you, 

with all its joys and all its worries, knowing that wherever we 

are and whatever we are doing, you go beside us to keep us 

company, you go behind us to catch us when we fall and you go 

before us to show us the way. Give us eyes to see and ears to 

hear your glory that is all around us. And to you, Eternal God, be 

all honour, glory and praise, now and for evermore. Amen. 

 

 

Hymn – R&S 558. Will you come and follow me 

1. Will you come and follow me, 

if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know 

and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 

will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown 

in you and you in me? 

 

2. Will you leave your self behind 

if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind 

and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare 

should your life attract or scare, 

will you let me answer prayer 

in you and you in me? 

 

3. Will you love the ‘you’ you hide 

if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside 

and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you’ve found 

to reshape the world around 

through my sight and touch and sound 

in you and you in me? 

 

 

 



4. Lord, your summons echoes true 

when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you 

and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go 

where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I’ll move and live and grow 

in you and you in me. 

  John Bell (1949 -) and Graham Maule (1958 -) 
 
Benediction 

Now let us go to our daily lives in peace and in confidence and 

may the Blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be 

with us all and all those whom we love and cherish, this day and 

for evermore. Amen. 
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