
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC 

Order of Service

31st January 2021 at 11.00am   

Led by Rev James Breslin

Call to Worship and Scripture Sentence

Jesus went through Galilee, teaching, proclaiming the 
good news , and healing every sickness among the 
people. (Matthew 4: 23)

HYMN R&S 280 Join all the glorious names

Join all the glorious names 
of wisdom, love and power, 
that ever mortals knew, 
that angels ever bore.
All are too mean to speak his worth, 
too mean to set my Saviour forth.

Great Prophet of my God,
my tongue would bless thy name; 
by thee the joyful news 
of our salvation came: 
the joyful news of sins forgiven, 
of hell subdued and peace with heaven.

Jesus, my great High-Priest, 
offered his blood and died:
my guilty conscience seeks 
no sacrifice beside; 
his powerful blood did once atone, 
and now it pleads before the throne.

My dear almighty Lord, 
my Conqueror and my King, 
thy sceptre and thy sword,
thy reigning grace I sing. 
Thine is the power: behold I sit in 
willing bonds before thy feet.

Now let my soul arise 
and tread the tempter down; 
my Captain leads me forth 
to conquest and a crown. 
A feeble saint shall win the day, 
though death and hell obstruct the way.

Should all the hosts of death 
and powers of hell unknown 
put their most dreadful forms
of rage and mischief on, 
I shall be safe, for Christ displays 
superior power, and guardian-grace.

Isaac Watts (1674-1748)

Prayer of Approach and Confession

Loving God,
in the company of all your people
we come to you, gathered  together by the wonders 
of technology.
Though we can not meet in the presence of our
fellows, 
still your presence is a  joy to us.

We come here
on this first day of the week
to meet with you 
and to listen for your word for each one.



We remember again the stories of our faith,
and look to be changed by being with you.

As we worship
alone or with family 
we remember that we are:
in the company of angels:
surrounded by the saints:
and embraced by your love.
We give ourselves to you, openly and freely,
as you give yourself to us, in tenderness and love.
Loving God, Lord Jesus, Holy Spirit,
we worship you,
the one Holy and Eternal God. 
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name.  Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily
bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those that trespass against us.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen 

Reading – Deuteronomy 18: 15-20

Prayer for our young people

God of surprises
in our small way we pray
for our children and young people,
those trapped at home, home schooled and isolated
and those able to attend schools and colleges.

While we look forward in eagerness to the time when 
we might again meet together 
we remember all young folk affected by the 
Coronovirus pandemic,
especially those for whom access to the internet and 
the web is limited or non-existant.
Lord, be with them and with us that all might know 
your love in these days of difficulty.
Amen

Reading – Mark 1:21-28

Hymn  R&S 321 Your words are life and health

Your words to me are life and health; 
put strength into my soul; 
enable, guide, and teach my heart 
to reach its perfect goal.

Your words to me are light and truth; 
from day to day I know 
their wisdom, passing human thought, 
as in their truth I grow.

Your words to me are full of joy, 
of beauty, peace and grace; 
from them I learn your perfect will, 
through them I see your face.

Your words are perfected in one, 
yourself, the living Word; 
print your own image in my heart 
in clearest lines, my Lord.

G. Currie Martin (1865-1937)
Address



Hymn R&S 391 Stand up and bless the Lord

Stand up and bless the Lord, 
you people of his choice; 
stand up and bless the Lord your God 
with heart and soul and voice. 

Though high above all praise, 
above all blessing high, 
who would not fear his holy name, 
and laud and magnify?

O for the living flame
from his own altar brought, 
to touch our lips, our minds inspire,
and wing to heaven our thought!

God is our strength and song, 
and his salvation ours; 
then be his love in Christ proclaimed 
with all our ransomed powers.

Stand up and bless the Lord, 
the Lord your God adore; 
stand up and bless his glorious name 
henceforth for evermore.

James Montgomery (1771-1854) altd.

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

God of surprises changing the world we live in and 
calling us to new ways of being, we give thanks for all 
your mercies towards us:
for sunshine and for showers:
for new growth in gardens and fields:
for the knowledge of those whom we love even when we
cannot be with them:
for your continuing love in a time of distress and illness.

We pray for those with particular needs, for families 
who do not enjoy being together especially for homes
where there is violence.

We pray for those who long to be together but are 
unable because of distance or illness.

We pray for those in hospitals and care homes and 
for those who seek to care for them.

Lord, at this time we remember  the men and women
helping with the inoculation of the nation and ask 
your blessing upon them.

We remember the scientists who studied and 
researched to produce vaccines and those 
anonymous people who shared in the testing and 
trials needed. 

We bless you for the witnesses to your truth who 
continue to proclaim your word in new and exciting 
ways.

God of surprises born to be a man on the earth and 
calling us to use the earth well, we pray:

for those who put themselves at risk that we might 
have food and drink provided to us; for workers in 
field and factory; sailors and lorry-drivers and all 
those who bring our food from near and far.

We remember with gratitude the staff of our shops 
working long hours throughout periods of lockdown 
and those who bring shopping to the housebound 
and self isolating.

And as we bring before you our prayers for our own 
concerns we remember those who are charged with 
great decisions, our government and all those 
charged with the implementation of national policies.



We ask your blessing on our queen, our Prime Minister 
and all Ministers of the Crown, on members of 
parliament, remembering especially those who 
represent this city and its various communities. 

We pray for leaders in local government:

for the City Council and those of the neighbouring 
boroughs.

We pray for those working in the field of education and 
ask that they may be strengthened in the doubly 
difficult tasks now before them.

And lastly we pray for ourselves that our prayers might 
be heartfelt, that our promises might be true and that 
we might be both recipients and deliverers of your love 
wherever we might be.

God who walked the earth we pray in your name.

Amen.

Hymn R&S 542  How good is the God we adore 
(tune Celelste MP 244)

How good is the God we adore,
our faithful, unchangeable friend;
whose love is as great as his power,
and knows neither measure nor end.

‘Tis Jesus, the first and the last,
whose spirit shall guide us safe home;
we’ll praise him for all that is past,
and trust him for all that’s to come.

Joseph Hart (1712-68) altd.

Blessing

Now to him
who is able through the power 
which is at work among us
to do immeasurably more
than all we can ask or conceive;
to him be the glory
in the church and in Christ Jesus
from generation to generation for evermore!
And the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit,
rest upon you and all those whom you love, now and 
always.
Amen.
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