
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC                                                              

Order for Worship for 7th February 2021 at 11.00am 

 

Welcome and Notices 

Call to Worship – Psalm 145:17-19 

“The Lord is righteous in all his ways and loving towards all he has 

made. The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on 

him in truth. He fulfils the desires of those who fear him; he hears 

their cry and saves them.” 

 

Hymn – R&S 104. Praise, may soul, the King of heaven 

1. Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 

    To his feet thy tribute bring; 

    Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

    Who like me his praise should sing? 

    Praise him! praise him! Praise him! praise him! 

    Praise the everlasting King! 

 

2. Praise him for his grace and favour 

    To his people in distress; 

    Praise him still the same for ever, 

    Slow to chide and swift to bless: 

    Praise him! praise him! Praise him! praise him! 

    Glorious in his faithfulness! 

 

 

3. Father-like he tends and spares us: 

    Well our feeble frame he knows: 

    In his hands he gently bears us, 

    Rescues us from all our foes: 

    Praise him! praise him! Praise him! praise him! 

    Widely as his mercy flows! 

 

4. Frail as summer’s flower we flourish, 

    Blows the wind and it is gone, 

    But while mortals rise and perish 

    God endures unchanging on. 

    Praise him! praise him! Praise him! praise him! 

    Praise the high Eternal One! 

 

5. Angels help us to adore him, 

    Ye behold him face to face; 

    Sun and moon bow down before him, 

    Dwellers all in time and space: 

    Praise him! praise him! Praise him! praise him! 

    Praise with us the God of grace! 

 

   H F Lyte (1793-1847) 

 

Opening Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer  

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known 

and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 

of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. If we confess our 

sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from every kind of wrong. 

Lord God most merciful, we confess that we have sinned, 

through our own fault, and in common with others, in thought, 

word and deed, and through what we have left undone. 

We ask to be forgiven, 

By the power of your Spirit, turn us from evil to good, help us to 

forgive others, and keep us in your ways of righteousness and 

love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

In repentance and in faith, receive the promise of grace and the 

assurance of pardon. Here are words you may trust, words that 

merit full acceptance: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners.” To all who turn to him he says: “Your sins are forgiven.” 

He also says: “Follow me.” 

Thank be to God 

We sum up our prayers as we say together the words that Jesus 

himself taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Reading – Isaiah 40:25-31 

Family Talk 

Hymn – R&S 629. Make me a channel of your peace 

1. Make me a channel of your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me bring your love; 

where there is injury, your pardon, Lord; 

and where there’s doubt, true faith in you: 

 

O Master, grant that I may never seek 

so much to be consoled as to console; 

to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved, as to love with all my soul. 

 

2. Make me a channel of your peace. 

Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope; 

where there is darkness, let me bring your light; 

and where there’s sadness, bring your joy: 

 

O Master, grant that I may never seek 

so much to be consoled as to console; 

to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved, as to love with all my soul. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Make me a channel of your peace; 

for when we give we will ourselves receive. 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned 

and in dying that we gain eternal life. 

 

 Sebastian Temple (1928 - 1997) 

 
 

Blessing for our Young Friends 

Almighty and Eternal God, we pray for your blessing on all our 

young friends. In their time of loneliness, please be their friend. 

In their time of anxiety, please be their peace. In their time of 

uncertainty, please be their guide. In their time of doubt, please 

be their inspiration. We pray that they may know your love 

surrounding them at all times. We ask our prayer through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer. Amen. 

 

Reading – Mark 1:29-39 

 

Talk – A Place to Be  

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Almighty and Eternal God, we give you our deepest thanks for all 

the many blessings of this life, especially those we take for 

granted. We give thanks for our loved ones, for our families and 

our friends, all those who cherish and nurture us and make us feel 

valued and loved. We give thanks for our homes and for all the 

peace and security we find within them. We give thanks for 

abundant provisions and the comparatively easy way in which we 

are able to meet our daily needs. We continue to give thanks for 

those who manage to overcome Covid and find renewed 

health. We continue to give thanks for the roll-out of the 

vaccines, for the development of new vaccines and for the 

renewed confidence and hope that this brings us. 

Eternal God, as we have received so much from you, we 

express our gratitude in giving ourselves back to you. We 

offer you our financial gifts, our gifts of skills, time and 

energy, all that we are and all that we have, praying that you 

will take and use all for the building of your Kingdom of love 

across our world.  

Almighty and Eternal God, we remember before you all those 

whom we know and love who have been affected and who are 

still being affected by the current pandemic. We pray for those 

who have lost loved ones, those currently in hospital or very 

sick at home. We pray for those suffering with long Covid and 

who can see no way out of their suffering. We pray for those 

who are working tirelessly amidst incredibly stressful 

situations to bring help and healing and we pray for your 

blessing and your comfort for them all.  

 

Please keep us strong, faithful and persevering and renew us 

with your Holy Spirit when we become tired and despondent.  

 

A Prayer based on a Prayer by St Teresa of Avila: 

 

Almighty and Eternal God, please grant us your peace, so that 

nothing may disturb us or frighten us. Help us to know that 

all things are passing and that you remain the same forever. 

Please grant us patience, humility and honesty in our 



innermost selves. Please grant us resilience, no matter what we 

may be asked to face. Knowing that you are within us and 

around us, we shall lack nothing. You bring contentment and are 

sufficient for all our needs. We place our trust in you and we ask 

for your strength and your guidance. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Table 

Hear the gracious words of our Lord Jesus Christ; Come to me, all 

you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens and I will give 

you rest. I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never 

be hungry and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 

Anyone who comes to me I will never turn away. 

 

Hymn – R&S 223. There is a green hill far away 

 

1. There is a green hill far away, 

outside a city wall, 

where the dear Lord was crucified, 

who died to save us all. 

 

2. We may not know, we cannot tell, 

what pains he had to bear, 

but we believe it was for us 

he hung and suffered there. 

 

3. He died that we might be forgiven, 

he died to make us good, 

that we might go at last to heaven, 

saved by his precious blood. 

4. O dearly, dearly has he loved, 

and we must love him too, 

and trust in his redeeming blood, 

and try his works to do. 

 

 Cecil Francis Alexander (1818-95) 

The Narrative 

We hear the narrative of the institution of the Lord’s Supper as 

it was recorded by the apostle Paul. I received from the Lord 

what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body that is for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took 

the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and 

drink from this cup, you are proclaiming the Lord’s death until 

he comes again. 

 

The Celebration of the Sacrament 

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and indeed following his 

very example, we take this bread and this cup and we give 

thanks to God. 

 

Eternal God, we tremble in these moments of uncertainty, of 

days which seem endless, wondering if there is any word for 

us. 

So, remind us that you spoke into the trembling emptiness of 

chaos, and your goodness and wonder began all those days 

and nights when hope raced across the sky, when grace 



bubbled up from springs, when peace wandered the meadows. 

All these gifts were, and still are, crafted for those made in your 

image.  

In every moment when your people were alone, afraid, felt 

abandoned by all, you sent prophets - women and men, to remind 

us of your promises and point us to all the ways in which you 

continue to love. 

Even in these months of isolation, even in these days which seem 

the same, even in these moments when we feel alone, you are 

with us, in the life, in the promises made known in the Child you 

sent to point the way home to you. 

 

Setting aside all he valued, Christ became our treasure, 

so that we might know how precious we are to you. 

Setting aside his own life, Christ rescued us from all foolishness, 

so that we might know you as the One who loves us. 

 

Now, as we share in this remembrance of Christ, we pray, 

Redeemer of all creation, that you would pour out your Spirit on 

each and every home and on each and every person. 

May these gifts remind us that it is in moments when we least 

expect it that we are called to share your grace, to listen to the 

lonely, to welcome the heartbroken and to embrace the 

vulnerable. 

And when this pandemic comes to an end and we can gather once 

again with our sisters and brothers around the Table, we will join 

our hearts and voices with them to sing of your glory. 

And to you, one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be all glory, 

honour and praise, now and for evermore. Amen. 

 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 

 

We share in the bread and wine 

This bread symbolizes for us all that Jesus achieved in his 

earthly life and ministry. Let us eat with thanksgiving and may 

the spirit in which he lived be our spirit. 

 

This cup symbolizes for us all that Jesus achieved in his 

suffering and death upon the cross. Let us drink with 

thanksgiving and may the spirit in which he died be our spirit. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Most gracious God, we praise you for all that you have given 

us and for all that you have promised us here. You have 

made us one with all your people, those in heaven and those 

on earth. You have fed us with the bread of life and renewed 

us for your service. So now we give ourselves to you; and we 

ask that our daily living may be part of the life of your 

kingdom, and that our love may be your love reaching out 

into the life of this world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn – R&S 345. Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah 

 

1. Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 

pilgrim through this barren land; 

I am weak, but thou art mighty, 

hold me with thy powerful hand: 

bread of heaven, 

feed me now and evermore. 



2. Open thou the crystal fountain 

whence the healing stream doth flow; 

let the fiery, cloudy pillar 

lead me all my journey through: 

strong deliverer, 

be thou still my strength and shield. 

 

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

bid my anxious fears subside; 

death of death, and hell’s destruction, 

land me safe on Canaan’s side: 

songs of praises, 

I will ever give to thee. 

 

William Williams (1717-91) 

 

 

Benediction 

 

Even in this time of pandemic, we are a blessed people. 

We go then to be a blessing in the world. 

Even when there are so many angry and confused people around 

us, we are the face of Jesus. 

We will go to be love and compassion to all. 

Even when we are isolated, quarantined, living in lockdowns, we 

are the family of God. 

We will go to serve our sisters and brothers wherever we may 

find them.  

And may the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, be with us all, and with all those whom we love and 

cherish, this day and for evermore. Amen. 

 

 

The Opening Prayers are taken from ‘Rejoice and Sing’, No’s 2, 

3 and 4. 

The Prayer during Communion and the Benediction are 

written by Rev’d Thom M. Shuman, adapted for use. 

 

CCL 114191 


