
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC                                                              

Order for Worship for 21st February 2021 at 11.00am 

 

Welcome and Notices 

Call to Worship – Psalm 25:4 & 5 

“Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in 

your truth and teach me, for you are God my Saviour, and my 

hope is in you all day long.” 

Hymn – R&S 45. Morning has broken 

1. Morning has broken 

like the first morning, 

blackbird has spoken 

like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing, 

praise for the morning, 

praise for them, springing 

fresh from the Word! 

 

2. Sweet the rain’s new fall 

sunlit from heaven, 

like the first dewfall 

on the first grass. 

Praise for the sweetness 

of the wet garden, 

sprung in completeness 

where his feet pass. 

 

3. Mine is the sunlight; 

mine is the morning, 

born of the one light 

Eden saw play! 

Praise with elation, 

praise every morning, 

God’s re-creation 

of the new day! 

  Eleanor Farjeon (1881 – 1965) 

 

Opening Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer    

Loving God, worthy of all praise and honour, in the knowledge 

of your presence with us we offer our worship and we quieten 

our hearts and minds in order to know that you are our God.  

 

Loving God, we lift up our hearts with joy, our prayers with 

thanksgiving and our lives in adoration.  

 

Gracious God, we thank you for this season of Lent and for the 

example you have shown us in the life of Jesus, the model we 

see in him of faithful service. We praise you for the dedication 

he showed throughout his ministry; the fact that he was not 

prepared to cut corners or take the easy way out, but rather 

confronted injustice and evil head on.  

 

Loving God, we praise you for the challenge you offer us 

through his example. 

 



Loving God, please forgive us when we fail to follow his example. 

When we turn a blind eye to what we know to be wrong, even 

sometimes bending the rules ourselves, 

Please forgive us and renew us. 

 

When mistakenly we go along with the crowd, rather than having 

the courage to be thought different, 

Please forgive us and renew us. 

 

When we close our eyes and ears to what we would rather not 

see and rather not think about, 

Please forgive us and renew us. 

 

Loving God, we acknowledge that sometimes we give way to 

temptation, promising ourselves that next time will be different; 

sometimes, we wash our hands of difficult decisions, claiming that 

it’s none of our business. Yet you continue to challenge us to 

stand up for what is right and for what is just.  

 

Loving God, please renew us through your Spirit, restore us 

through your love, strengthen us through your power and so 

enable us to live faithfully as your people.  

 

We sum up our prayers as we say together the prayer that Jesus 

himself taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

Reading – Genesis 9:8-17 

Family Talk  

Blessing for our Young Friends  

Hymn – R&S 108. The love of God is broad 

1. The love of God is broad like beach and meadow, 

wide as the wind, and an eternal home. 

God leaves us free to seek him or reject him, 

he gives us room to answer Yes or No. 

 

The love of God is broad like beach and meadow, 

wide as the wind and an eternal home. 

 

2. We long for freedom where our truest being 

is given hope and courage to unfold. 

We seek in freedom space and scope for dreaming, 

and look for ground where plants and trees can grow. 

 

3. But there are walls that keep us all divided; 

we fence each other in with hate and war. 

Fear is the bricks and mortar of our prison, 

our pride of self the prison coat we wear. 

 

 

 



4. O judge us, Lord, and in your judgement free us, 

and set our feet in freedom’s open space; 

take us as far as your compassion wanders 

among the children of the human race. 

 

 © Anders Frostenson (1906 - ) 

 Tr. by Fred Kaan (1929 – 2009) 

 
Reading – Mark 1:9-15 

Talk 1 – Rainbow People 

Hymn – R&S 431. Lord of the love that in Christ 

1. Lord of the love that in Christ has reclaimed us 

children of earth, to be heirs of your reign, 

help us become what by grace you have named us, 

take and transform what by sin we remain. 

 

2. You sent your Son, in whose gift is our healing; 

you gave your Church to bring sight to the blind: 

help us accept what your love is revealing –  

greatness in service, and losing to find. 

 

3. Father of Jesus, your covenant-mercies 

raised from death’s darkness the self that was his; 

raise us with him as your people, as voices 

calling your world to become what it is. 

 

 Caryl Micklem (1925 - 2003) 

 

Talk 2 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Almighty and Eternal God, we thank you from the bottom of 

our hearts for all that makes our lives joyful and fulfilled. We 

thank you for the gift of life, for growth, for personal 

development and for all the possibilities and potential that you 

have given to us. We thank you for your beautiful creation of 

which we are a part, for the familiar pattern of the seasons, for 

the comfort and pleasure of our gardens, for those special 

places that we carry in our hearts and in our souls. We thank 

you for good work, work that makes us feel truly co-creators 

with you, work that energises and renews us, work that brings 

us closer to you. And we thank you for those closest to us, for 

love and intimacy, for friendship and support, for private 

history and shared celebration. For all the greatest blessings of 

this life, we thank and praise you, eternal God. 

 

Almighty God, in the light of so many blessings, we want to 

say ‘Thank You’, and we express our thanks by offering to 

you our gifts, our gifts of money, our gifts of time and energy, 

our talents and expertise. We offer to you all that we are and 

all that we have, praying that you will take and use all for the 

building of your Kingdom of love here on earth. 

 

Now, Eternal God, we bring to you our concerns for others and 

for ourselves and we do so knowing that you love us and hear 

us, and that you are already working your purposes out 

through us and through those around us. We pray for all those 

who live in terror and who can see no way of escaping it. We 



pray for those who are coming to terms with loss, those who are 

learning how to live with new injuries and those who are too 

afraid now to lead normal lives. We pray for those who are 

terrified in their own homes and who have nowhere where they 

can scream. We pray that you will bring safety, peace and a 

renewed sense of hope and meaning in life. And we pray too for 

those who would carry out terrible acts of horror, that they may 

come to see that life in all its rich diversity is too important and 

too precious to waste or to harm. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Eternal God, in these difficult economic times, we pray for all 

those who are sinking under the burden of debt. We remember 

those who have lost their life savings and who do not know how 

they are going to survive. We pray for those facing the loss of 

their homes and for those facing the loss of their livelihoods. We 

pray for all those who call the streets their home and who do not 

know where they will lay their head tonight. We pray that you will 

keep them all under your protection and give them courage and 

strength to face adversity and to overcome. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Eternal God, we commend to you all those whom we know and 

love who are finding life difficult. We pray for those who feel 

themselves to be forsaken or betrayed. We pray for those who 

having worked and struggled have nothing to show for it except 

the signs and penalties of failure. We pray for those whose friends 

have gone, those who feel themselves to be alone and unwanted. 

We pray for those who are struggling with illness and who are 

kept back from leading the kind of life they wish to lead. We pray 

for all those who are facing the reality of death and all those 

who cannot wait to die. Please make it true for them that the 

suffering of Jesus has transfigured all suffering and that the 

death of Jesus has transfigured all death. Help us all to know 

that the victory of resurrection can be everyone’s victory, 

because of your love for us. 

 

Eternal God, in this season of Lent, we pray for courage, 

determination and a clear vision of the values of your 

Kingdom, that we might dare to confront evil wherever we 

find it, that we might dare to speak the truth wherever we 

find deceit and that we might dare to offer the reality of your 

love wherever we find despair and loneliness. And to you, 

Eternal God, be all honour, glory and praise, now and forever 

more. Amen. 

 

Hymn – R&S 289. To God be the glory 

1. To God be the glory, great things he has done! 

So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 

who yielded his life in atonement for sin, 

and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 

 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the earth hear his 

voice! 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son; 

and give him the glory – great things he has done! 

 

 



2. O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 

to every believer the promise of God! 

And every offender who truly believes, 

that moment from Jesus a pardon receives: 

 

3. Great things he has taught us, great things he has done, 

and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 

but purer and higher and greater will be 

the wonder, the beauty, when Jesus we see: 

 

 Fanny Crosby (1820 – 1915) altd. 

 

Benediction – We share together the words of ‘The Grace’: 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, today and always. 

Amen. 

 

CCL 114191 

 


