
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC                                                              

Order for Worship for 21st March 2021 at 11.00am                    

Passion Sunday 

Welcome and Notices 

Call to Worship – Psalm 51:7, 10, 15 

“Cleanse me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I 

shall be whiter than snow … Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

and renew a steadfast spirit within me … O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth will declare your praise.” 

Hymn – R&S 262. Crown him with many crowns 

1. Crown him with many crowns, 

the Lamb upon his throne; 

hark! how the heavenly music drowns 

all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 

of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy chosen king 

through all eternity. 

 

2. Crown him the Son of God, 

before the worlds began: 

and ye, who tread where he hath trod, 

crown him the Son of Man; 

who every grief hath known 

that wrings the human breast, 

and takes and bears them for his own, 

that all in him may rest. 

3. Crown him the Lord of life, 

who triumphed o’er the grave, 

and rose victorious in the strife 

for those he came to save: 

his glories now we sing 

who died, and rose on high; 

who died eternal life to bring, 

and lives that death may die. 

 

4. Crown him, the Lord of Love! 

behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above 

in beauty glorified. 

All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me: 

thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

 

 Matthew Bridges (1800 – 94) (vv 1, 4) altd 

 Geoffrey Thring (1823 – 1903) (vv 2, 3) 

 

Opening Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer     

Almighty and Eternal God, on this Passion Sunday, we 

celebrate the astonishing truth that lies at the heart of Jesus’ 

suffering, the fact that Jesus endured the humiliation of 

Gethsemane, the agony of the cross and the darkness of the 

tomb, not because he had to, but because he chose to.  

Jesus gave his life so that we might find life. He was broken 

so that we might be made whole. 



We celebrate that, from the beginning of his ministry, Jesus knew 

the fate it would lead to, the cost involved, and yet he continued 

undeterred. He refused to be deflected from his chosen path, 

choosing the way of humility, service and self-sacrifice, the lonely 

path of the cross.  

Jesus gave his life so that we might find life. He was broken so 

that we might be made whole. 

 

Almighty and Eternal God, however often we hear the story, we 

never fail to be amazed by the magnitude of your love. We fail 

you so often, yet you give so much. We serve you so poorly, yet 

your grace is so rich. So, we come in thanksgiving and celebration, 

to offer you our heartfelt worship and to commit ourselves again 

to your service.  

Jesus gave his life so that we might find life. He was broken so 

that we might be made whole. Please receive our heartfelt 

praise. 

 

We sum up our prayers as we say together the words that Jesus 

himself taught us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Reading – Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Family Talk 

Hymn – R&S 265. I cannot tell why he (v3 omitted) 

1. I cannot tell why he, whom angels worship, 

should set his love upon the human race, 

or why, as Shepherd, he should seek the wanderers, 

to bring them back within the fold of grace. 

But this I know, that he was born of Mary, 

when Bethlehem’s manger was his only home, 

and that he lived at Nazareth and laboured, 

and so the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is come. 

 

2. I cannot tell how silently he suffered, 

as with his peace he graced this place of tears, 

or how his heart upon the cross was broken, 

the crown of pain to three and thirty years. 

But this I know, he heals the broken-hearted, 

and stays our sin, and calms our lurking fear, 

and lifts the burden from the heavy-laden, 

for yet the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is here. 

 

3. I cannot tell how all the lands shall worship 

when, at his bidding, every storm is stilled, 

or who can say how great the jubilation 

when all the hearts on earth with love are filled. 

But this I know, the skies will thrill with rapture, 

and myriad, myriad human voices sing, 

and earth to heaven, and heaven to earth, will answer: 

At last the Saviour, Saviour of the world, is King! 

 

 W. Y. Fullerton (1857-1932) 



Blessing for our Young Friends 

God our Father, we pray for all our children and young people. As 

they settle back into school, give them courage to deal with all the 

new challenges and changes they face. Give them opportunities 

to be with their friends, to relax and to have fun. Take special care 

of those who are particularly struggling at this time. Let them 

know that you are there with them every step of the way. We 

thank you for all the ways that our Junior Church has continued 

throughout this past year and we pray that you will keep us all 

safe until we can worship and play together again. 

Lord, in your name we pray, Amen.  

 

Reading – John 12:20-33 

Talk 1 – The Parable of the Seed 

 

Hymn – R&S 486. By Gracious powers T. Finlandia 

1. By gracious powers so wonderfully sheltered, 

and confidently waiting, come what may, 

we know that God is with us night and morning, 

and never fails to greet us each new day. 

(We know that God is with us night and morning, 

and never fails to greet us each new day.) 

 

 

 

 

2. Yet is this heart by its old foe tormented, 

still evil days bring burdens hard to bear; 

O give our frightened souls the sure salvation  

for which, O Lord, you taught us to prepare. 

(O give our frightened souls the sure salvation  

for which, O Lord, you taught us to prepare.) 

 

3. And when this cup you give is filled to brimming 

with bitter suffering, hard to understand, 

we take it thankfully and without trembling 

out of so good and so beloved a hand. 

(We take it thankfully and without trembling 

out of so good and so beloved a hand.) 

 

4. Yet when again in this same world you give us 

the joy we had, the brightness of your Sun, 

we shall remember all the days we lived through, 

and our whole life shall then be yours alone. 

(We shall remember all the days we lived through, 

and our whole life shall then be yours alone.) 

 

  Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906 – 45) 

  Tr. F. Pratt Green (1903 – 2000) 

 

Talk 2 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Almighty and Eternal God, it is in the knowledge that we are 

seen more than seeing and known more than knowing that we 

bring to you our prayers. We want to say ‘Thank You’ for all 



that makes our lives worth living. We say ‘Thank You’ for the gift 

of life itself, that we are created in your image, that we can know 

and love you, that we can develop and learn and that we can find 

fulfilment and treasure in the glory of your created order. 

 

Eternal God, we thank you for good work, for work well done, 

which brings a deep sense of satisfaction and achievement. We 

thank you when problems have been solved and sticky 

situations have turned out all right.  

 

Eternal God, we thank you for your provision of all our needs and 

for those additional blessings that we had not looked for and 

which came as a wonderful surprise. We thank you for love, for 

intimacy, for friendship, for those with whom we can be open and 

honest, for knowing that our lives are shared and we are valued.  

 

For all the many blessings of this life, Eternal God, we give you 

our deepest thanks. As an expression of our gratitude, we offer 

to you all that we have and all that we are, praying that you will 

take and use all that we offer for the furthering of your Kingdom 

of love across our world. 

 

And now, Eternal God, we bring to you our prayers for others. We 

pray for all those who are afraid to live; for those who are afraid 

to go out for whatever reason; for those who fear the violence of 

others; for those who feel ashamed to face the world. We pray for 

those who do not know where their next meal or drink is coming 

from.  

We ask, Eternal God, that you will give courage, courage in 

the face of adversity, courage in the face of hopelessness and 

despair, that a new way to live may be found. 

 

Eternal God, we pray for all those who have lost loved ones, as 

the result of natural disaster, as a result of human error or at 

the hands of violence or hatred. We pray for peace the world 

over, a deep and lasting peace in which all your people can live 

in fullness of life and express their full potential. 

We pray that you will bring comfort, hope and the early 

promptings of new possibilities for those who now seek just 

to carry on or in some small way to rebuild their lives. 

 

Eternal God, we hold before you in our hearts those whom we 

know and love who are going through times of difficulty. We 

pray for those in hospital; for those facing operations or 

unpleasant therapy; those coping with illness or unexpected 

injury. We pray for those who are waiting for an important 

diagnosis or who have received distressing news. We pray for 

those who are facing the reality of the end of their life here 

and for those whose pain and discomfort is so great that they 

cannot wait to leave their mortal bodies.  

We pray, Eternal God, that you will be with them in their 

distress and bring a deep sense of your peace and your love, 

enfolding them and keeping them.  

 

Eternal God, in a moment of quiet reflection, we offer our 

prayers for ourselves.  

Silence for private prayer 

 



We pray that all that we are and all that we do may reflect your 

nature and your purposes. We offer this coming week to you, with 

all its joys and all its worries, knowing that wherever we are and 

whatever we are doing, you walk beside us to keep us company, 

you stay behind us to catch us when we fall and you go before us 

to show us the way. Give us eyes to see and ears to hear your 

glory that is all around us.  

And to you, Eternal God, be all honour, glory and praise, now 

and for evermore. Amen. 

 

Hymn – R&S 589. How firm a foundation 

1. How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord, 

is laid for your faith in his excellent word; 

what more can he say than to you he has said, 

to all who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

 

2. ‘Fear not, I am with you, so be not dismayed; 

for I am your God and will still give you aid: 

I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 

upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

 

3. ‘When through the deep waters I call you to go, 

the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; 

for I will be with you in trouble to bless, 

and sanctify to you your deepest distress. 

 

4. ‘When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 

my grace all-sufficient shall be your supply; 

the flame shall not hurt you, my only design 

your dross to consume and your gold to refine.’ 

5. The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 

he will not, he cannot, desert to its foes. 

That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake, 

he never will leave, he will never forsake. 

 

 From John Rippon’s Selection of Hymns from the 

best authors, 1787, altd. 

Benediction 

We now return to our daily lives in peace and in confidence, to 

live and to work to God’s praise and glory; and may the 

blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with 

us all and all those whom we love and cherish, this day and for 

evermore. Amen. 

 

 

CCL 114191 

 


