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Goldsmith Players Palm Sunday 2021  
 
 
Call to worship  
 
Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest!  
Hosanna! Your king comes to you riding on a colt!  
The day of liberation is near! 
Speak to Jerusalem and cry unto her: 
That warfare is ended, that iniquity is pardoned. 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon us: 
To proclaim good news to the poor, freedom for the captives,  
sight for the blind, and liberation for the oppressed.  
The Kingdom is coming. 
 
Come. We are going on a journey,  
to be with the man of sorrows.  
 
Come. We are going to Calvary,  
to the place of the skull.  
Come. We are walking the final road,  
to journey’s end.  
 
Let us worship God as we sing together.  
 
Hymn – All glory, laud and honour R+S 208  
 
Prayers of Approach, Confession and the Lord’s Prayer  
 
The gates of Holy Week are open, 
and we gather to celebrate our King who rides a donkey. 
We bring to you the best of what we are, Lord Jesus, 
laying down our lives in service, 
as you laid down your life for us. 
Father, enshrined in mystery, we adore you. 
Closing our eyes, we seek you within, 
and praise you for meeting us there. 
Son, riding on a colt, we adore you. 
We praise you for your generous love, one with us. 
Holy Spirit, guiding and inspiring us, we adore you. 
Through you we praise the mystery and the majesty 
that manifested in frail flesh, yet overcame it. 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, in adoration we celebrate your victory. 
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Eager to emulate that first Palm Sunday crowd, we picture ourselves casting our cloaks 
before Jesus and joining the celebration.  
Would we, though, if it were to happen again today?  
An impoverished preacher on the humblest of beasts – would we cast our finest 
before him?  
Tear off our best cashmere coats or our leather jackets, and throw them down for his 
donkey to trample? 
We confess, Lord, that we would probably be loath to leave our homes. 
We confess that we are carried away by stories and the seeming romance of them 
but fail to act. 
Those people threw their prized possessions before Jesus, giving the best they had. 
Lord, forgive us for holding back so much from him, and help us to celebrate with all 
that we have. 
Lord, thank you for forgiving us when we have been mean with our resources. 
Lord, forgive us and open our hearts and our minds to how we should think and feel. 
Lord, thank you for forgiving us when we have withheld our love. 
Lord, who had nothing, forgive us and show us how to share. 
Lord, thank you for forgiving us when we have kept ourselves to ourselves. 
Jesus, who lived and died for others, forgive us and call us to join you.   
 
We hear again the words of grace  
There is forgiveness in God that we can know in Christ Jesus. 
Thanks be to God 
 
As God’s beloved and forgiven children, we share together in the words Jesus taught 
us, saying 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

Voices that remember 
Dramatised readings by members of The Goldsmith Players with verses of the hymn 
Will you come and follow me (Rejoice & Sing no. 558). 
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Prayers of thanksgiving and intercession  
 
We give thanks for all the bad and good things in our lives; 
for times of trial and of celebration, when we equally give of our best.  
 
Praise be to you, Creator, for blessing us so generously.  
Praise be to you, Jesus, for giving of yourself so abundantly.  
Praise be to you, Spirit, for stirring us so completely.  
 
Above all, we thank God for the one who had nothing,  
who rode into Jerusalem on a borrowed donkey to face the trials of the coming week 
yet who rose again triumphant in the celebration of that first Easter morn.   
 
As we enter the gates of Holy Week, 
may we embrace the trials and the celebrations with all that we have  
As we give of ourselves and our resources in your service.  
 
Lord, open the gates of righteousness, 
so that, through our prayer, we might partly be the instruments of answering them.  
 
We pray for the nations of the world, 
praying for freedom and justice and a fair sharing the world’s resources, including the 
Covid vaccine… 
We pray for our own nation, 
praying for unity and generosity between ourselves as we slowly emerge from 
lockdown… 
We pray for our communities, 
praying for awareness and openness and we give thanks that we better know our 
neighbours from sharing and clapping together… 
We pray for our church, 
praying for kindness and truth that we may serve our city as we rebuild our lives 
together… 
We pray for ourselves, 
praying for benevolence and humility so that we can truly celebrate with each other 
having experienced these times of trial… 
 
Lord, open the gates of righteousness, 
that we might follow the King who rides on a donkey 
and, with him, build the kingdom of God. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn - In the cross of Christ I glory – R+S 224 
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Blessing  
 
Gracious God, 
We bless you for being our inspiration, our pattern and the focus of our praise. 
Bless us and send us out into the world full of faith, hope and love. 
Let our enthusiasm be infectious to those we meet, 
and may others be drawn to you – 
especially in this most holy of weeks.  
And the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit rest and remain with us all, now 
and forever.  
Amen  
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