
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC                                                              

Order for Worship for Sunday 18th April 2021 at 11.00am 

 

Welcome and Notices 

Call to Worship – 1John 4:7, 12 

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 

Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. … No-

one has ever seen God, but if we love each other, God lives in us 

and his love is made complete in us.” 

Hymn – R&S 274. God is love, his the care 

1. God is love, his the care 

tending each, everywhere. 

God is love – all is there! 

Jesus came to show him,  

that we all might know him: 

 

Sing aloud, loud, loud, 

Sing aloud, loud, loud, 

God is good, 

God is truth, 

God is beauty: praise him! 

 

2. Jesus came, lived and died 

for our sake, crucified, 

rose again, glorified: 

he was born to save us 

by the truth he gave us: 

3. None can see God above; 

Jesus shows how to love; 

thus may we Godward move, 

joined as sisters, brothers, 

finding him in others: 

 

4. To our Lord praise we sing –  

light and life, friend and King 

coming down love to bring, 

pattern for our duty, 

showing God in beauty: 

  Percy Dearmer (1867 – 1936) 

 

Opening Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer  

Eternal God, we praise you for the eternal message of Easter, 

that there is nothing, in this world or the next, that can ever 

separate us from your love. We praise you for the assurance 

that life is never meaningless, that love can never be blotted 

out and that faith is never futile. We praise you that death is 

not the end, but a new beginning, a gateway into the untold 

blessings that you have in store for us.  

 

So we offer you our worship and our praise and we ask that 

you will help us to live each and every day in the light of your 

Easter triumph. 

 

Eternal God, you call us to walk in the light, yet so often we 

walk instead in shadow. We know that we should love one 

another, that we should put the needs of others before our 



own, denying ourselves in order to give service – but sometimes 

the pull of self-interest is hard to resist. 

 

We know that we should put everything aside that destroys 

relationships, everything that comes between us and our 

neighbour, everything that comes between us and you – but 

sometimes old habits are hard to overcome. 

 

We know that we should put faith into action, not just talking 

about love, but expressing it through deeds; not just speaking of 

your Kingdom, but working diligently to bring it closer – but 

sometimes we fail to put into practice that for which we pray. 

 

Instead of shining as a lamp on a hill, we hide our light under a 

bowl in shame and in fear. 

 

We rejoice that, on the day of resurrection, a new Kingdom 

dawned, a Kingdom where light overcomes darkness and darkness 

can never conquer it. We ask for your forgiveness and we claim 

your new start for ourselves.  

 

Shine in our hearts now, we pray, and may the brightness of 

your love flood our hearts and souls. 

 

We sum up all our prayers as we say together the prayer that 

Jesus himself taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Reading – Isaiah 6:1-8 

Family Talk 

Hymn – R&S 572. Colours of day dawn into the mind 

1. Colours of day dawn into the mind, 

the day has begun, the night is behind. 

Go down in the city, into the street, 

and let’s give the message to the people we meet: 

 

So light up the fire and let the flame burn, 

open the door, let Jesus return. 

Take seeds of his Spirit, let the fruit grow, 

tell the people of Jesus, let his love show. 

 

2. Go through the park, on into the town; 

the sun still shines on, it never goes down. 

The light of the world is risen again; 

the people of darkness are needing our friend. 

 

3. Open your eyes, look into the sky; 

the darkness has come, the Son came to die. 

The evening draws on, the sun disappears, 

but Jesus is living, his Spirit is here:   

 Sue McClellan, John Pac and Keith Rycroft, 1974 

 

 



Blessing for our Young Friends 

Almighty and Eternal God, we ask for your blessing on all our 
young friends wherever they are, praying that they will enjoy 
going back to school and being with their friends again. We pray 
that you will give them hope, inner peace and the profound 
knowledge that they are loved and cared for in all situations. 
Please keep them safe and wrap your blessing around them. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer. Amen. 

Reading – Luke 24:36-48 

Talk 1 – You are Witnesses 

Hymn – R&S 293. Ye servants of God 

1. Ye servants of God, 

your Master proclaim, 

and publish abroad 

his wonderful name; 

the name all-victorious 

of Jesus extol; 

his kingdom is glorious 

and rules over all. 

 

2. God ruleth on high, 

almighty to save; 

and still he is nigh, 

his presence we have; 

the great congregation 

his triumph shall sing, 

ascribing salvation 

to Jesus our King. 

3. Salvation to God, 

who sits on the throne! 

let all cry aloud 

and honour the Son; 

the praises of Jesus 

the angels proclaim, 

fall down on their faces, 

and worship the Lamb. 

 

4. Then let us adore, 

and give him his right, 

all glory and power, 

all wisdom and might, 

all honour and blessing, 

with angels above, 

and thanks never ceasing, 

and infinite love. 

 

 Charles Wesley (1707 – 88) 

Talk 2 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Almighty and Eternal God, we thank you for the great message 

of Easter; that in the valley of sorrow and suffering and even in 

the shadow of death, you are present with us, working out 

your eternal purposes. We thank you for our own experiences 

of your resurrection power, for those occasions when we have 

cried out from the depths of our beings, to discover not only 

that you can lift us up, but also that you were with us in our 

need, holding our heads above the water and helping us, 



through our experience of adversity, to deepen our faith and 

broaden our understanding.  

 

We thank you for the assurance that there is nothing in heaven 

or on the earth that can ever separate us from your love; that 

there is no situation, however dreadful it may seem, that is 

beyond your power to redeem. We thank you that through the 

changes and challenges of this life, we can always trust in your 

purposes, knowing that we shall always be in the light of your 

presence. 

 

Almighty and Eternal God, as we offer you our thanks, we also 

offer you our gifts, our resources, our interests and talents, all 

that we are and all that we have, offering all in the service of your 

Kingdom. 

 

Eternal God, we know that if we are to respond to your 

commission to be your witnesses in all situations, then it is likely 

to be a painful business, especially when you ask more of us than 

we feel able to give. We reach out in love and concern for all 

those who need nourishment and support. We think of those 

reeling from the termination of their employment, or the 

breakdown of an important relationship, or eviction from their 

home. We think of those who are struggling to make ends meet, 

those who are drowning under the burden of debt.  

 

May they find the strength and support they need from you and 

from us. 

 

We pray for those who are having to come to terms with 

unfulfilled ambitions, those who have been let down by 

broken promises or overcome by sudden catastrophe. We 

think of those struggling with illness, those who are close to 

death and those who cannot wait to die. We think of those 

who are bearing the pain of the loss of a loved one.  

 

May they find the strength and support they need from you 

and from us. 

 

Eternal God, our rock and our redeemer, we give you thanks 

for the life and work of your servant, Phillip, Duke of 

Edinburgh. We thank you for his long life, for his devoted 

support of Elizabeth in her vocation as Queen and for his 

service to our commonwealth and to our nation. We thank 

you for the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme, for the work of 

the World Wide Fund for Nature and for so many other causes 

that he inspired and supported. We rejoice that he lived and 

shared the faith that is so important to us and that he made 

his discipleship real through dedicated and humble service. 

 

We pray for those who will miss Phillip most deeply, Elizabeth 

and all the royal family, that they may find comfort and hope 

in the knowledge of your Easter triumph. 

 

Eternal God, we think too of ourselves and our constant need 

to nourish and renew ourselves. Please show us those areas in 

our lives where it is time to make a change, to stop chasing 

activities that are no longer appropriate and to let go of 

dreams that are no longer viable. Please give us the wisdom to 



know when it is necessary to accept change and even to welcome 

it as a friend.  

 

Please help us to recognise our need to nourish and strengthen 

ourselves by spending meaningful time with you and by doing 

those things that nurture and feed our souls.  

 

Eternal God, remind us always of our Easter faith, that from 

endings come new beginnings, that from death comes new life, 

and may we always have the confidence to share that with a 

troubled world. Help us to trust that you take our hands into the 

unknown. We offer to you our prayers, knowing that it is 

impossible to pray honestly and for nothing to happen. And to 

you, Eternal God, be all honour, praise and glory now and for 

evermore. Amen. 

 

Hymn – R&S 285. O for a thousand tongues to sing T. Lyngham 

       OMIT vv 3 & 5 

1. O for a thousand tongues to sing 

my great Redeemer’s praise, 

the glories of my God and King, 

the triumphs of his grace. 

 

2. Jesus, the name that charms our fears, 

that bids our sorrows cease; 

‘tis music in the sinner’s ears, 

‘tis life and health and peace. 

 

 

3. He speaks, and listening to his voice 

new life the dead receive; 

the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 

the humble poor believe. 

 

4. My gracious Master and my God, 

assist me to proclaim, 

to spread through all the earth abroad 

the honours of thy name. 

  Charles Wesley (1707 – 88) 

 

Benediction  

May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make his 

face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. May the Lord 

lift up the light of his countenance upon you and give you his 

peace, now and for evermore. Amen. 

 

CCL 114191 

 


