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Call to Worship 
Worship the Lord with gladness, come before him with happy songs.   
Acknowledge that the Lord is God.    
 
Remember that he made us and that we are his.  We are his people, 
the sheep of his pasture.  
Enter His gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise. 
   
Give thanks and bless God’s holy name, for the Lord is good,   
His steadfast love endures forever and His faithfulness to all 
generations. 
 
Hymn R&S 387 Great Shepherd of thy people, hear 

Great Shepherd of thy people, hear; 
thy presence now display; 
as thou hast given a place for prayer, 
so give us hearts to pray. 
 
Within these walls let holy peace, 
and love and concord dwell; 
here give the troubled conscience ease, 
the wounded spirit heal. 
 
May we in faith receive thy word, 
in faith present our prayers; 
and in the presence of our Lord 

unburden all our cares. 
 
The feeling heart, the seeing eye, 
the humble mind bestow; 
and shine upon us from on high, 
that we in grace may grow. 

John Newton (1725-1807) altd. 
 
Opening Prayer  
Blessed are you Lord God, maker of heaven and earth!  All praise and 
glory belong to you O Lord for you are faithful and sure, and abounding 
in steadfast love.   

Blessed are you Christ Jesus, our risen saviour, for you are our 
Shepherd, the one who laid down your life for your sheep.   
Blessed are you Holy Spirit, who makes us one.  By the spirit of God 
we approach our God and enter into the new and abundant life that 
has been prepared for us. 

Open our eyes Lord to see the marvellous evidence of your presence 
with us.  Open our ears to the one who calls us by name and seeks to 
lead us in the paths of righteousness.  Join us together in a true and 
abiding fellowship of sharing and caring and of prayer and devotion. 

Be in our heads and our understanding, in our eyes and in our looking, 
in our mouths and in our speaking and in our hearts and in our 
thinking.   

Work your will within us and through us that we may bring glory and 
praise and honour to that name which is above every name, during 
this time of worship and always. We ask this in your most holy name.  
Amen. 
 



 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Hymn MP 52  God sent his Son, they called Him Jesus; 

God sent his Son, they called Him Jesus; 
He came to love, heal, and forgive; 
He lived and died to buy my pardon, 
An empty grave is there to prove my Saviour lives. 

Because He lives I can face tomorrow; 
Because He lives all fear is gone; 
Because I know He holds the future, 
And life is worth the living just because He lives. 

How sweet to hold a new-born baby, 
And feel the pride and joy he gives; 
But greater still the calm assurance, 
This child can face uncertain days because He lives. 

Because He lives I can face tomorrow; 
Because He lives all fear is gone; 
Because I know He holds the future, 
And life is worth the living just because He lives. 

And then one day I’ll cross the river; 
I’ll fight life’s final war with pain; 
And then as death gives way to victory, 
I’ll see the lights of glory and I’ll know He lives. 

Because He lives I can face tomorrow; 
Because He lives all fear is gone; 
Because I know He holds the future, 
And life is worth the living just because He lives. 

Gloria & William J Gaither 
Kingsway Music 

Reading: Psalm 23 

 
Hymn MP 1008  The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want 

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want, 
He makes me lie in pastures green, 
He leads me by the still, still waters, 
His goodness restores my soul. 

And I will trust in You alone, 
And I will trust in You alone, 
For your endless mercy follows me, 
Your goodness will lead me home. 

He guides my ways in righteousness, 
And He anoints my head with oil, 
And my cup, it overflows with joy, 
I feast on His pure delights. 

And I will trust in You alone, 
And I will trust in You alone, 
For your endless mercy follows me, 
Your goodness will lead me home. 

And though I walk the darkest path, 
I will not fear the evil one, 
For You are with me and my rod and staff 
Are the comfort I need to know. 



 
 

And I will trust in You alone, 
And I will trust in You alone, 
For your endless mercy follows me, 
Your goodness will lead me home. 

Stuart Townsend. 
 Copyright © 1996 Thankyou Music 

 
Prayer for our young people 

Heavenly Father we ask your blessing upon our young friends 
wherever they maybe. May they always know that you are close 
beside them – in times of happiness and joy, and also in those more 
anxious times, when things can sometimes feel a little scary or 
uncertain. Help them to truly know that it is especially in those times 
that they can rely on Jesus, the Good Shepherd, to surround them with 
his love. Be with them on this day in whatever they do, fill them with 
your love and pour out your blessing upon them. We ask this in your 
most holy name. Amen. 

Reading: John 10: 1-10 

Sermon 

Prayers of Intercession 

Lord your goodness and mercy follow us all the days of our lives.   You 
have made Jesus, whom you raised from the dead, the gate through 
which we, the sheep of your flock, may come and go in safety and in 
peace.  Through him and in him you promise abundant life to all your 
children.  So we pray Lord, protect the sheep of your flock from all who 
would destroy.  Keep us safe in the fold of the one whose voice we 
know, the one who bore our sins on the cross and by whose wounds 
we have been healed....  Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

Lord, we pray for the Church, that all those baptised in the name of 
the Lord may hear and heed the voice of the shepherd who calls us to 
unity and that he may raise up in our midst those who lead with 
courage and serve with love....  Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

We pray Lord for our world that the rich nations may share the 
abundance of the earth that belongs to all people. We pray for peace 
between nations and people....  Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

We pray Lord for those who are oppressed, afflicted, persecuted or in 
need at this time. For those who suffer from injustice and greed. Let 
us pray too for the homeless and give thanks for those who care for 
them by providing fresh food and clothing, friendship and love....  
Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

Lord, we pray for our families and friends, many who we haven’t seen 
for such a long time because of lockdown and restrictions. Let us give 
thanks that things are getting a little more relaxed and though still 
restricted we are now able to meet up in a garden or an outside space. 

Lord, we pray for those who are sick, for in hospital, for those who are 
lonely and anxious and in a moment of silence let us remember any 
known to us personally....  Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

Lord, we continue to pray for all who are affected by coronavirus and 
for the many who now suffer from long covid. We continue to pray for 
the medics and keyworkers, and though things have eased a little, are 
still working long hard shifts....  Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 



 
 

Lord, we pray for those who mourn the death of a loved one. We pray 
that you will give them comfort in their sorrow. 

We remember especially our Queen.  We pray, Lord, that you will give 
her strength to face the days ahead without Prince Philip, her strength 
and stay, by her side....  Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Hymn MP 315  I will sing the wondrous story 

I will sing the wondrous story 
of the Christ who died for me, - 
how He left the realms of glory 
for the cross on Calvary. 
Yes, I’ll sing the wondrous story 
of the Christ who died for me, - 
sing it with His saints in glory, 
gathered by the crystal sea. 
 
I was lost: but Jesus found me, 
found the sheep that went astray, 
raised me up and gently led me 
back into the narrow way. 
Days of darkness still may meet me, 
sorrow’s path I oft may tread; 
but His presence still is with me, 
by His guiding hand I’m led. 
 
He will keep me till the river 
rolls its waters at my feet: 
then He’ll bear me safely over, 
made by grace for glory meet. 

Yes, I’ll sing the wondrous story 
of the Christ who died for me, - 
sing it with His saints in glory, 
gathered by the crystal sea. 

F.H. Rawley (1854-1952) 
Mission Praise No. 315) 

 
Final Prayer & Blessing 

Father we give you thanks for Jesus, our shepherd, who loves 
us and calls us by name. 
Father we give you thanks that he laid down his life for us, and 
for how you raised him up from the grave so that he might 
always watch over us. 
May we always listen for his voice and follow him day by day.    
 
So go in peace and love and care for one another in the name 
of Christ. 
May God lead you to places of rest and renewal; 
May Christ Jesus give you life in abundance;  
And may the Holy Spirit fill your hearts with gladness and 
generosity, today and always.   Amen. 
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