
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC                                                              

Order for Worship for Sunday 2nd May 2021 at 11.00am 

 

Welcome and Notices 

Call to Worship – Psalm 118:19-21 

“Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter and give 

thanks to the Lord. This is the gate of the Lord, through which the 

righteous may enter. I will give you thanks, for you answered me; 

you have become my salvation.” 

Hymn – R&S 377. This is the day 

1. This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made, 

that the Lord has made; 

We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it, 

and be glad in it. 

This is the day that the Lord has made; 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made. 

 

2. This is the day, this is the day when he rose again, 

when he rose again; 

We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it 

and be glad in it. 

This is the day when he rose again; 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day, this is the day when he rose again. 

 

3. This is the day, this is the day when the Spirit came, 

when the Spirit came; 

We will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it 

and be glad in it. 

This is the day when the Spirit came; 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

This is the day, this is the day when the Spirit came. 

  Psalm 118:24 adpt Les Garrett (1944 - ) 

 

Opening Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer  

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known 

and from whom no secrets are hidden, cleanse the thoughts 

of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. If we confess 

our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from every kind of wrong. 

Lord God most merciful, we confess that we have sinned, 

through our own fault, and in common with others, in 

thought, word and deed, and through what we have left 

undone. 

We ask to be forgiven, 

By the power of your Spirit, turn us from evil to good, help us 

to forgive others, and keep us in your ways of righteousness 

and love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



In repentance and in faith, receive the promise of grace and the 

assurance of pardon. Here are words you may trust, words that 

merit full acceptance: “Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners.” To all who turn to him he says: “Your sins are forgiven.” 

He also says: “Follow me.” 

Thanks be to God 

We sum up our prayers as we sing together the words that Jesus 

himself taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

    

Reading – 1 John 4:7-21 

 

Family Talk 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn – R&S 477. Let there be love shared  (x2) 

Let there be love shared among us, 

let there be love in our eyes, 

may now your love fill all people, 

cause us, O Lord, to arise; 

give us a fresh understanding 

of neighbourly love that is real: 

let there be love shared among us, 

let there be love. 

 

 Dave Bilborough 1979  

© 1979 Dave Bilborough Songs. Administered by  

     ThankYou Music. 

 

 
Blessing for our Young Friends 

Almighty and Eternal God, we pray for your blessing on all 

our young friends. In their time of loneliness, please be their 

friend. In their time of anxiety, please be their peace. In their 

time of uncertainty, please be their guide. In their time of 

doubt, please be their inspiration. We pray that they may 

know your love surrounding them at all times. We ask our 

prayer through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord and our 

Redeemer. Amen. 

 

Reading – John 15:1-8 

Talk – I am the True Vine 



Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Almighty and Eternal God, we give you our heartfelt thanks for 

the continuing roll-out of the vaccination programme and for the 

increasing number of people in this country who are being 

protected against the pandemic. We give you our thanks for the 

prospect of increased freedom and the gradual return to a more 

open way of living.  

Eternal God, we give you our thanks for our loved ones, for our 

families and our friends, for those with whom we can be most 

ourselves and most open and honest. We give you our thanks for 

the wonderful prospect of being able to spend more time with 

our loved ones, of being able to enjoy a hug without fear. 

Eternal God, we give you our thanks for all the greatest blessings 

of this life, for all that you provide for us and for all that we find 

fulfilling and meaningful.  

We offer you our gifts, in whatever way we are able to give 

them, as an expression of our gratitude. Please take them, take 

us, all that we are and all that we have, and use all for the 

building of your Kingdom of love across our world. 

Almighty and Eternal God, we look on much that is happening in 

our world with alarm and concern. The spread of the pandemic in 

India, in Brazil, in South Africa and in many other countries fills us 

with horror and we pray for all those who are suffering and all 

those who have lost loved ones. We recognise that none of us in 

your world will be truly safe until all are able to receive the 

vaccination. We pray that there may be an adequate supply of 

vaccines and sufficient people to administer them for all those in 

our world who live in the shadow of the pandemic. We pray 

that you will help us to overcome this scourge and to find a 

way of living that is free, joyful and healthy for all in our world. 

Eternal God, we offer our prayers for all those we know and 

love who are going through times of difficulty, sadness and 

anxiety and we pray that your love, peace and comfort will 

surround them at all times. We pray for ourselves, asking 

that you will keep us safe, that you will strengthen us for 

walking the way of Jesus in today’s world and that we may 

always put your will before our own. We offer all our prayers 

in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord and Redeemer. 

Amen. 

Invitation to the Table 

Hear the gracious words of our Lord Jesus Christ; Come to me, 

all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens and I 

will give you rest. I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me 

will never be hungry and whoever believes in me will never be 

thirsty. Anyone who comes to me I will never turn away. 

 

Hymn – R&S 373. Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us 

 

1. Lord Jesus Christ, 

you have come to us, 

you are one with us, 

Mary’s Son – 

cleansing our souls from all their sin, 

pouring your love and goodness in; 

Jesus, our love for you we sing, 

living Lord. 



2. Lord Jesus Christ, 

now and every day 

teach us how to pray, 

Son of God. 

You have commanded us to do 

this, in remembrance, lord, of you; 

into our lives your power breaks through, 

living Lord. 

 

3. Lord Jesus Christ, 

you have come to us, 

born as one of us, 

Mary’s Son –  

led out to die on Calvary, 

risen from death to set us free; 

living Lord Jesus, help us see 

you are Lord. 

 

4. Lord Jesus Christ, 

we would come to you, 

live our lives for you, 

Son of God; 

all your commands we know are true, 

your many gifts will make us new; 

into our lives your power breaks through, 

living Lord.   

 

  Patrick Appleford (1925 -) altd. 

The Narrative 

We hear the narrative of the institution of the Lord’s Supper as 

it was recorded by the apostle Paul. I received from the Lord 

what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it, and said, ‘This is my body that is for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took 

the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and 

drink from this cup, you are proclaiming the Lord’s death until 

he comes again. 

 

The Celebration of the Sacrament 

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and indeed following his 

very example, we take this bread and this cup and we give 

thanks to God. 

 

Eternal God, we tremble in these moments of uncertainty, 

wondering if there is any word for us. 

So, please remind us that you spoke into the trembling 

emptiness of chaos, and your goodness and wonder began all 

those days and nights when hope raced across the sky, when 

grace bubbled up from springs, when peace wandered the 

meadows. 

All these gifts were, and still are, crafted for those made in 

your image.  

In every moment when your people were alone, afraid, felt 

abandoned by all, you sent prophets - women and men, to 



remind us of your promises and point us to all the ways in which 

you continue to love. 

Even in these months of uncertainty, even in these days which 

seem the same, even in these moments when we feel alone, you 

are with us, in the life, in the promises made known in the Child 

you sent to point the way home to you. 

 

Setting aside all he valued, Christ became our treasure, 

so that we might know how precious we are to you. 

Setting aside his own life, Christ rescued us from all foolishness, 

so that we might know you as the One who loves us. 

 

Now, as we share in this remembrance of Christ, we pray that you 

would pour out your Spirit on each and every home and on each 

and every person. 

May these gifts remind us that it is in moments when we least 

expect it that we are called to share your grace, to listen to the 

lonely, to welcome the heartbroken and to embrace the 

vulnerable. 

And when this pandemic comes to an end and we can gather once 

again with our sisters and brothers around the Table, we will join 

our hearts and voices with them to sing of your glory. 

And to you, one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be all glory, 

honour and praise, now and for evermore. Amen. 

 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 

 

We share in the bread and wine 

This bread symbolizes for us all that Jesus achieved in his 

earthly life and ministry. Let us eat with thanksgiving and may 

the spirit in which he lived be our spirit. 

 

This cup symbolizes for us all that Jesus achieved in his 

suffering and death upon the cross. Let us drink with 

thanksgiving and may the spirit in which he died be our spirit. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Most gracious God, we praise you for all that you have given 

us and for all that you have promised us here. You have 

made us one with all your people, those in heaven and those 

on earth. You have fed us with the bread of life and renewed 

us for your service. So now we give ourselves to you; and we 

ask that our daily living may be part of the life of your 

kingdom, and that our love may be your love reaching out 

into the life of this world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn – R&S 247. Thine be the glory 

 

1. Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won; 

angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 

 

Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 

 

 



2. Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 

lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

let the Church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 

for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting: 

 

3. No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life; 

life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife; 

make us more that conquerors through thy deathless love; 

bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above: 

    Edmond Budry (1854-1932)                                                                                          

    Tr. R. B. Hoyle (1875-1939)   

 

Benediction 

 

Even in this time of pandemic, we are a blessed people. 

We go then to be a blessing in the world. 

Even when there are so many angry and confused people around 

us, we are the face of Jesus. 

We will go to be love and compassion to all. 

Even when we are isolated, quarantined, living in lockdowns, we 

are the family of God. 

We will go to serve our sisters and brothers wherever we may 

find them.  

And may the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

be with us all, and with all those whom we love and cherish, this 

day and for evermore. Amen. 

 

 

The Opening Prayers are taken from ‘Rejoice and Sing’, No’s 2, 

3 and 4. 

The Prayer during Communion and the Benediction are 

written by Rev’d Thom M. Shuman, adapted for use. 
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