
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC 
9th May 2021
Christian Aid Service

Worship led by Prof Nicola Royan

Call to Worship 

O sing to the Lord a new song
Sing to the Lord, all the Earth.

Sing to the Lord, bless his name
Tell of his salvation from day to day

Declare his glory among the nations
His marvellous works among all the 

peoples
For great is the Lord and greatly to be 

praised.

Hymn  R&S 268 Jesus is Lord, Creation’s voice 
proclaims it  

Jesus is Lord! Creation’s voice proclaims it,
for by his power, each tree and flower
was planned and made.
Jesus is Lord! The universe declares it –
sun, moon and stars in heaven cry: ‘Jesus is 
Lord!’

Jesus is Lord, Jesus is Lord!
Praise him with Allelluias,
for Jesus is Lord!

Jesus is Lord! Yet from his throne eternal
in flesh he came to die in pain
on Calvary’s tree.
Jesus is Lord! From him all life proceeding,
he gave his life a ransom thus setting us free.

Jesus is Lord….!

Jesus is Lord! O’er sin the mighty conqueror,
from death he rose and all his foes
shall own his name.
Jesus is Lord! God sends his Holy Spirit
showing by works of power that Jesus is Lord.

Jesus is Lord……

David Mansell (1936 -)

Prayer of Approach, 
Come and celebrate out common home

We gather with the family of humanity
With the mountains, islands and deserts,

We honour the glory of God in creation
With the lakes, rivers and seas

We come to the source of living water
With the land, its soil, seeds and sustenance

We give thanks for God’s generous 
provision
With the forests of great trees, the lungs of the 
planet

We will sing with joy and clap our hands
We will join with the whole of creations, inspired by 
those who have gone before and the prophetic 
voices of today.

We dare to praise and pray for another 
possible world.
To the glory of God

Amen

Hymn R&S 117   O Lord my God, when I in 
awesome wonder.  

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the works thy hand hath made, 



I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
thy power throughout the universe displayed: 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art!  
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art!  

When through the woods and forest glades I wander,
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees,
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 
And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze; 

Then sings my soul,…….. 

But when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
sent him to die - I scarce can take it in, 
that on the cross, our burden gladly bearing, 
he bled and died to take away our sin; 

Then sings my soul,…….  

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 
and take me home, - what joy shall fill my heart!  
Then I shall bow in humble adoration, 
and there proclaim: My God, how great Thou art!  

Then sings my soul,…… 
Tr Stuart K Hine (1899-1989) altd

Reading  

Psalm 96: 11-13

Let the heavens be glad,
And let the earth rejoice;
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
Let the field exult, and everything in it.
Then shall all the trees of the forest
Sing for joy before the Lord;
For he is coming,
For he is coming to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness,

And the peoples with his truth.

Warming gases fill the atmosphere
Pollution turns clean air foul
Climate breakdown wreaks havoc.
The sea roars with the grief
Of all the plastic that fills it
Of the destruction of the coral reef.
The fields exclaim despair 
For delayed rains and prolonged drought
For species extinction on a daily basis.
How long o Lord, how long
Until your justice comes for all your creatures
And the earth?
In you we put our trust. Amen. 
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Prayer for young people

Dear God, thank you for our young people, and
their gifts to us, their questioning, their 
laughter, their energy. Please help them know 
they are loved, and they are stronger than 
they imagine. Amen.

Hymn R&S 583  The Church is wherever God’s 
people are praising 

The Church is wherever God’s people are 
praising,
Singing their thanks for his goodness this day.
The Church is wherever disciples of Jesus



remember his story and walk in his way.

The Church is wherever God’s people are 
helping,
Caring for neighbours in sickness and need.
The Church is wherever God’s people are 
sharing
The words of the Bible in gift and in deed.

The Church is wherever God’s people are 
praising,
Singing their thanks for his goodness this day.
The Church is wherever disciples of Jesus
remember his story and walk in his way.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

For the beauty of the Earth
Desecrated by pollution
Extinguished by forest fires
Choked by plastic waster
Christ, our God, to you we plead
Forgive us for systemic greed.

For the urgency of this hour
Ignored by apathy or procrastination
Wasted by ineffective decisions
Denied by economic interests
Christ, our God and Saviour
Forgive us for selfish
Short-term behaviour.

For the joy of human love
Fractured by forced migration
Crushed by bereavement
Lost to typhoons, floods, starvation
Christ our God, bringer of justice

Forgive us for this climate crisis.

God you know me.
You know that I can be loving and kind;
And you know that sometimes I get things wrong.
I’m sorry for the times I hurt other people,
Forget to listen to you
And don’t bother to take care of your world.

God forgive you,
Jesus bless you.
God’s spirit help you to
Grow in love.
Amen

God you know us.  You know that we can be 
loving and kind;
And you know that sometimes we get things 
wrong.
We’re sorry for the times we hurt other people,
Forget to listen to you,
And don’t bother to take care of your world.

God forgive us,  Jesus bless us, God’s Spirit help us to
grow in love.
Amen

Because we are God’s people
We will care for each other

Because we are part of God’s creation
We will care for the Earth

Because we are loved by God
We will share God’s love with everyone.

Reading John 15:9-7

Reading Micah 6: 1-9



Listen my people
I need to talk with you.
I have questions.
I need answers.
I have cared for you.
I rescued you from slavery.
I gave you wise leaders, both women and men.

You need to remember the stories 
Of who I am and what I have done.

Listen my people
I am talking to those of you who
Live in the countryside.
I am questioning those of you who 
Live in cities and towns.

What have I done to you?
How have I wearied you?
Speak, the mountains are listening to you
The Earth is waiting to hear your voice.

What can I do?
What can I bring to God?
What does God want of me?
What will keep God happy?
What will keep God off my back?

Would God be impressed with
Barrels and barrels of olive oil?
Would God be satisfied with 
Thousands of animals from my flock?

Perhaps my riches are not enough?
Should I offer to God the life of my precious first-born
child?

Listen mortal, 
Listen to what God says.
Look carefully at how God acts.
Remember the stories of what God has done.
God has shown you clearly
What is bad and what is good.

You are to do justice, to act fairly.
Do justice in the home and in the street and in the 
marketplace.
Do justice in your community.
Work with others to do justice globally.

Do justice with strangers and friends and family 
alike.

You are to love kindness.
You are to be generous.
You are to share your resources
And share them with a smile.
You are to care for those in need.

You are to walk humbly with God.
No pretence, no bluster.
You are to walk wisely and purposefully.
You are to pray and to wonder. You are to respect 
the Earth. 
You are to experience and learn how God is
And what God is about.

Listen up mortal.
God has told you what is good.
So do it.

Do Justice.
Love kindness.
Walk humbly with your God.

HYMN: Sing hey for the carpenter



Come with me, come wander, come welcome 
the world,
Where strangers might smile or where stones 
may be hurled;
Come leave what you cling to, lay down what 
you clutch
And find, with hands empty, that hearts can 
hold much.

Sing Hey for the carpenter leaving his 
tools!
Sing Hey for the Pharisees leaving their 
rules!
Sing Hey for the fishermen leaving their 
nets!
Sing Hey for the people who leave their 
regrets!

Come walk in my company, come sleep by my 
side,
Come savour a lifestyle with nothing to hide;
Come sit at my table and eat with my friends,
Discovering that love which the world never 
ends.

Sing Hey for the carpenter………….

Come share in my laughter, come close to my 
fears,
Come find yourself washed with the kiss of my 
tears;
Come stand close at hand while I suffer and 
die,
And find in three days how I never will lie.

Sing Hey for the carpenter………….

Come leave your possessions, come share out 
your treasure,
Come give and receive without method or 
measure;
Come loose every bond that’s restraining the 
spirit,
Enabling the earth to be yours to inherit.

Sing Hey for the carpenter………….
John L. Bell (1949 - )

Address 

Hymn CH4 251  Here I am Lord

I, the Lord of sea and sky,
I have heard my people cry;
All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I, who made the stars of night,
I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send?

Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me;
I will hold your people in my heart.

I, the Lord of snow and rain,
I have borne my people’s pain;
I have wept for love of them
They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone,
Give them hearts for love alone;
I will speak my word to them.
Whom shall I send?

Here I am Lord…..

I, the Lord of wind and flame,



I will tend the poor and lame,
I will set a feast for them
My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide
till their hearts are satisfied;
I will give my life to them.
Whom shall I send?

Here I am Lord…..
Words & Music Daniel Schutte (1947- )

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession

God of abundant life, we see your goodness all 
around us and we thank you for every part of it; from
the plants and animals which play their part in 
complex ecosystems, to the dry deserts and stormy 
seas which test the limits of life.

We pray that in this time of climate crisis and 
ecological emergency, you may help us to rediscover
your love of creation and to reflect that in our own 
lives.

God in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER

We thank you for contemporary prophets who are 
challenging us to act on climate change; for 
indigenous people and their invaluable knowledge of 
the land and sea where they live, for scientists 
dedicating their careers to warning us about changes
to the planet, and for young people striking for their 
future.

We pray that you will help those in power to hear 
their prophetic voices. Help them to see beyond 
short-term political priorities and business plans, and
give them wisdom and courage when they face 
difficult decisions.

God in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER

God of second chances, we recognise the damage 
we have done to the Earth and the injustice we see 
in society every day, all of it fuelled by worship of 
profit and possessions. God of second chances, we 
recognise the damage we have done to the Earth 
and the injustice we see in society every day, all of it
fuelled by worship of profit and possessions.

We pray for the coming of a better world with justice,
kindness and humility at its heart.

We ask that you guide us to be co-creators of this 
new world. Give us confidence to follow the prophetic
voices to stand against injustice to people and to 
planet.

So that together, in your strength,
we stop this climate crisis.
God, in your mercy, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

We ask all this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who taught us to pray together. 

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory,
For ever and ever,
Amen



Hymn – R&S 415. You shall go out with joy
(x2)

You shall go out with joy and be led forth in 
peace,
and the mountains and the hills shall break 
forth in singing.
There’ll be shouts of joy, and the trees of the 
field
shall clap, shall clap their hands;
and the trees of the field shall clap their hands,
and the tress of the field shall clap their hands,
and the tress of the field shall clap their hands,
and you’ll go out with joy.

BLESSING 
May God bless us with wonder at creation’s glory.
May God bless us with fury at creation’s spoiling
May God bless us with courage at this critical hour
And may the blessing of God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit rest upon us and on all 
creation,
This day and for the future to come.
Amen.
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