
St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC                                                              

Order for Worship for Sunday 23rd May 2021 at 11.00am 

Pentecost  

 

Welcome and Notices 

Call to Worship – Joel 2:28-29 

“I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters 

will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men 

will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will 

pour out my Spirit in those days.” 

 

Hymn – R&S 390. Open now thy gates of beauty 

1. Open now thy gates of beauty, 

Zion, let me enter there, 

where my soul in joyful duty 

waits for him who answers prayer: 

O how blessed is this place, 

filled with solace, light and grace! 

 

2. Yes, my God, I come before thee, 

come thou also near to me; 

where we find thee and adore thee, 

there a heaven on earth must be: 

to my heart, O enter thou, 

let it be thy temple now.  

 

3. Thou my faith increase and quicken, 

let me keep thy gift divine; 

howsoe’er temptations thicken, 

may thy word still o’er me shine, 

as my pole-star through my life, 

as my comfort in my strife. 

 

4. Speak, O God, and I will hear thee, 

let thy will be done, indeed; 

may I undisturbed draw near thee, 

while thou dost thy people feed: 

here of life the fountain flows, 

here is balm for all our woes. 

 

  Benjamin Schmolk (1672 – 1737) 

  tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827 – 78) 

 

Opening Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer   

Great and glorious God, we come with thanksgiving and joy to 

worship you again in this much loved place. We praise you for 

the gift of your Holy Spirit, through whom we sense that you 

are closer than our own breath. 

 

We praise you for your ever-present love and protection, 

knowing your presence like that of a close friend. 

 

We praise you for your gifts of insight and inspiration, through 

which we are renewed and encouraged. 

 



Great and glorious God, we pray for an awareness of your Spirit 

with us now, as we come before you in worship. Through this 

time together with you and with each other, may we be 

strengthened, enlivened and renewed for our lives of service 

and discipleship.  

 

Lord of life, eternal yet very near, mysterious yet familiar, 

powerful yet gentle, we open up to you our lives that are full of 

contradictions. 

 

We want to be strong and passionate for you, yet sometimes we 

are weak and vulnerable. We want to love and work for others, 

yet sometimes we serve our own interests at the expense of 

others. We want to heal and mend our relationships, yet 

sometimes we hurt and damage them.  

 

Lord of life, you know us as we are, yet you love us for who we are 

and wonderfully you forgive us. So give us, we pray, a vision of 

who we might be. Grant us your Spirit to change us, to melt us 

and to mould us. Set us on our feet to walk confidently as forgiven 

people. So, amazing God, it is with a fresh and light spirit that we 

come to worship you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

when he was on earth taught us to pray together and say: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Reading – Romans 8:22-28 

Anthem – “I will sing with the Spirit”, by John Rutter 

Hymn – R&S 308 & 309. Spirit of the living God 

1. Spirit of the living God, 

fall afresh on me. 

Spirit of the living God,  

fall afresh on me. 

Melt me! Mould me! 

Fill me! Use me! 

Spirit of the living God, 

fall afresh on me. 

 

  Daniel Iverson (1890 – 1972) 

 

2. Spirit of the living God, 

move among us all; 

make us one in heart and mind, 

make us one in love; 

humble, caring, 

selfless, sharing –  

Spirit of the living God, 

fill our lives with love! 

 

 Michael Baughen (1930 - ) 

 

 

 

 



Blessing for our Young Friends 

Eternal Spirit, we ask for your blessing on all our young friends, 

wherever they are and whatever they may be doing. Please keep 

them safe at school and in all their other activities. We pray that 

you will give them a sense of your inner peace, love and 

strength. We pray especially for those working hard for exams 

and assessments, that you will give them the confidence that 

enables them to share the best of themselves. We ask all our 

prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer. 

Amen. 

Reading – Acts 2:1-12 

Music for Reflection 

Talk – Spirit and Spirituality 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Eternal God, making yourself known to us as Spirit, we give you 

our thanks that you come in our times of greatest need – bringing 

comfort in times of sorrow, courage in times of fear, peace in 

times of trouble and hope in times of despair. We thank you for 

the greater freedoms that are now being offered to us and for the 

new opportunities of seeing and spending time with loved ones 

and friends. 

 

We thank you that you come when we forget our need of you – 

challenging us, searching us, changing us and cleansing us. We 

thank you that you release in us alarming possibilities, giving us 

unexpected gifts and encouraging us to share undreamed-of 

fruits.  

 

We thank you that you come to us too in that still small voice 

within – gently nurturing our confidence and deepening our 

faith. Please breathe upon us, fill us and enthuse us and send 

us out in the service of your Kingdom. 

 

Eternal God, as an expression of our gratitude, we offer to 

you our gifts, our talents, our skills and our dreams, in 

whatever way we are able to share them, praying that you 

will accept what we offer in your name for the building of 

your Kingdom of love across your world. 

 

Eternal Spirit, coming as wind, as fire, free and irrepressible, 

we pray today for all who long for change and for all who fear 

it. 

We think of the poor and the hungry, the homeless and the 

refugees, the sick and the unemployed – these and so many 

others who yearn for a new beginning, an opportunity to start 

again in a new way. May their prayers be answered and their 

dreams realised.  

As you came at Pentecost, please come to all in need today. 

 

We pray for those who see change as a threat – a sweeping-

away of everything that is tried and trusted, and the 

imposition of unknown challenges and an uncertain future. 

May they rest secure in the knowledge that, whatever else 

may change, you will remain constant.  

As you came at Pentecost, please come to all in need today. 



Eternal Spirit, coming gently as a dove, we pray for all who long 

for peace, and all who have lost sight of what peace really means. 

We think of those in homes racked by tensions, families split 

apart, communities scarred by prejudice and intolerance, and 

countries torn apart by war. May dialogue always triumph over 

confrontation and unity always replace division.  

As you came at Pentecost, please come to all in need today. 

 

We pray for those who fill their lives with constant noise or 

activity, afraid of facing themselves in a time of quiet reflection, 

always attempting somehow to mask their sense of emptiness; 

and we pray too for those who seek fulfilment in that which can 

never satisfy – wealth, possessions, power, success. May they 

discover the secret of true contentment, the peace that passes all 

understanding, which only you can give.  

As you came at Pentecost, please come to all in need today. 

 

Eternal Spirit, please come now and change our world in all its 

need, so that we may all enjoy hope and peace, healing and 

harmony and so that all may come to know your love and to trust 

in your ways. 

As you came at Pentecost, please come to all in need today. We 

offer our prayers, spoken and unspoken, in the name of Jesus 

Christ, our Lord and Redeemer. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Hymn – R&S 572. Colours of Day dawn into the mind 

1. Colours of day dawn into the mind, 

the day has begun, the night is behind. 

Go down in the city, into the street, 

and let’s give the message to the people we meet: 

 

So light up the fire and let the flame burn, 

open the door, let Jesus return. 

Take seeds of his Spirit, let the fruit grow, 

tell the people of Jesus, let his love show. 

 

2. Go through the park, on into the town; 

the sun still shines on, it never goes down. 

The light of the world is risen again; 

the people of darkness are needing our friend. 

 

3. Open your eyes, look into the sky; 

the darkness has come, the Son came to die. 

The evening draws on, the sun disappears, 

but Jesus is living, his Spirit is here:   

 Sue McClellan, John Pac and Keith Rycroft, 1974 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Benediction  

We say together the Blessing of St Columba: 

 

 

Be thou a bright flame before me, 

be thou a guiding star above me, 

be thou a smooth path below me, 

be thou a kindly shepherd behind me, 

today, tonight and for ever. Amen. 

 

CCL 114191 

 

The Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession have been adapted 

for use from “Prayers for All Seasons, Book 2” by Nick Fawcett. 


