Welcome to the “on-line” version of our current

Church Newsletter

We publish a monthly newsletter which is distributed to all our
members and adherents through the pigeon holes in our church
vestibule. We also send copies by post to friends of the church who
now live away from Nottingham and large print versions are available
to those who need them
Please note that, for this “on-line” version of the newsletter, some
information from our printed magazine has been omitted. This
normally includes:





personalia
personal "thank you" letters
home addresses of members
some details of events for children and young people

which we have chosen to remove for child protection, security and
other privacy reasons.
We also remove material (such as that supplied by Christian Aid for
inclusion in church magazines) to avoid possible difficulty with
copyright issues.

Details of the venues and times are in the printed version of the
newsletter or are available from the church secretary.
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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear Friends,
It is a great pleasure to be writing this letter for our re-launched
monthly Newsletter.
I repeat my thanks to Derek G for his
untiring commitment and dedication to producing our e-letter for
us during the long months of the pandemic. I also repeat my
thanks to Patrick B for being willing to edit and produce our
monthly newsletter again. Our newsletter is an essential means
of communication, both within the life of our congregation and for
many who cannot take part in the life of our Church in a direct or
personal way. I am profoundly grateful to all those who play a
part in producing our newsletters for us.
I would like to say a huge ‘Thank you’ to our Junior Church and
their leaders for all the thought and preparation that went into
our Harvest Celebration on Sunday 17th October.
We were
treated to a very special Act of Worship, creative, entertaining, at
times deeply moving and with much food for thought.
The
confidence of our young friends to present such an Act of
Worship is wonderful to witness. My profound thanks also go to
Isobel and her team for all their hard work in decorating our
Church so magnificently and arranging for the flowers to be
distributed afterwards.
Please note that our Morning Worship on 14th November,
our Remembrance Sunday Service, will start at 10.45am.
On Sunday 21st November we look forward to welcoming once
again our instrumentalists for Orchestra Sunday and to enjoying
a feast of music. After all the restrictions that we have faced,
and in some circumstances still face, it is really wonderful to be
able to gather as instrumentalists and play without fear or
restraint.
My profound thanks go to all those who have
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volunteered to play and to Ron K for organising the music and
rehearsing and conducting the orchestra.
On Saturday 27th November at 7.00pm, we will be treated to a
concert performance of ‘Dr Doolittle’, postponed because of the
pandemic. Rehearsals are well underway for this and we look
forward to a really enjoyable evening’s entertainment. Many
thanks to all those who are working so hard to present this for
us.
At the end of November we enter the season of Advent. I will
be holding a series of Advent Groups over the four weeks
leading up to Christmas to help us reflect on the meaning of this
time of year and to help us prepare emotionally and spiritually for
the celebration of the birth of God, in our world and in us.
These meetings will be on Monday evenings, 29th November, 6th
December, 13th December and 20th December, at 7.30pm in the
Fellowship Room. I would like to offer a very warm invitation to
you all to join us for this time of sharing and exploration.
May God’s peace and love be found in our hearts and in our
homes.
God’s richest blessings,
Chris.

PASTORAL NEWS
We pray for all those within our Church family who are facing
times of difficulty and illness. If you are aware of any specific
pastoral needs, please do contact either your Elder or Rev’d
Chris Ford.
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REPORT FROM THE OCTOBER ELDERS COUNCIL
The Elders Council held their monthly in person on 6th October in
the Small Hall. The meeting was chaired by the Choir Director
because the Minister was absent due to illness; all of the
members (16) attended. Declarations of Interest were received
from 2 members.
Room Hire The meeting had established a protocol for the hiring
of church rooms to outside organisations which concerned
receipt of a COVID risk assessment of proposed activities. The
Church Secretary had been appointed by the meeting to
recommend to Elders Council the suitability of the assessments;
5 organisations had made submissions. After discussion with
some of the parties it was recommended that Nottingham Child
Contact Centre, Trinity Lutheran Church, Craft Club, Bipolar
Group, and Strokability could start and this was agreed by the
meeting. The Halls Lettings Secretary reported on a significant
number of fresh enquiries for room hire and methods to
accelerate the approval process was discussed.
The rota arrangements for operation of the Creche and Duty
Teams were discussed.
A list of Duty Elders has been
prepared but more volunteers are needed to support the Creche.
Pastoral Matters & Sub Group The meeting shared concerns
about those members who were unwell or who were recovering
their health after illness. A recommendation for membership will
be made to the next Church Meeting.
Holy Communion The new arrangements for serving were
discussed and further modifications will be introduced.
Worship and Education Sub Group A report was received
including a reminder for advanced receipt of questions for the
evening discussion service on equal marriage scheduled for the
30th October.
Finance & Buildings Sub Group The changes required by our
COVID risk assessment have prevented collection of an
Offertory during the service. Collecting bags are now available
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attached to the end of the rearmost pews for the collection of
money.
Junior Church have secured a grant from Food For Life to
produce cakes for older church members.
Young Adults Group It was agreed to a request to hold a
Murder Mystery Evening’ activity for younger adults.
Poppy Appeal It was agreed to continue supporting the appeal
and poppies will be made available.
Noel W
Church Secretary
*

*

*

*

*

SHOE BOX APPEAL
Junior Church will be packing shoe boxes for Teams 4U in
November. Gifts or money towards postage and contents can
be donated up to and including the 21st November. Please
see Jill or Richard Gaunt. You can also donate unwanted
shoes for Shoe Aid. The collection point for the shoeboxes
this year is also the base for Shoe Aid so both will be
delivered at the same time.
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
After the past eighteen months of pandemic what a joy it is to be able
to return to Church services and a more ‘normal’ lifestyle – for many of
us. If you still feel apprehensive just now, when you do feel ready to
return it will be good to see you back in the church family once more
and I am sure that there will be a warm welcome for you. We must,
however, remember all those for whom it has been a time of illness
and/or loss, and, although I am sure that we all know of somebody
who has suffered, we must be thankful that we are amongst those who
have survived.
I must thank Derek G. for the wonderful e-newsletter that he has
produced week by week to keep us all informed and entertained
during this difficult time and I regret that I will not be able to achieve
such a high technical standard.
It would be very remiss of me not to thank Graham for all the work and
gadgetry he has put into producing the YouTube services so that we
could follow the weekly services, and the Wednesday afternoon tea
sessions. We also owe our profound thanks to all those who have
preached, played, read and sung to make the services more like
normal. Although I enjoyed watching and hearing those services I
have found it was even better to be able to get back to the Church
buildings and see people ‘live’ instead of on a screen.
While I and the collating team are trying to remember how to get back
to ‘normal’ with the Newsletter I have to remind you that your
contributions for Thank You Letters, amusing or informative articles
and anything that you think might be appropriate should be sent to me
for possible inclusion in a future issue.
Patrick (Ed)

*
N.B.

*

*

*

*

Please note that Sunday 14h November is the last day
for contributions to the December Newsletter
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Join us on a
Christmas journey
‘CAROLS IN THE COURTYARD’
@St Andrew’s with Castle Gate
URC

Sunday 5th December
@6.30pm
Join our annual carol singing for
all, in the courtyard area, on
Chaucer St. Free refreshments
including mulled wine, hot
chocolate and mince pies for
everyone.
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NEWS FROM OUR COMMITMENT FOR LIFE PARTNER IN
BANGLADESH
POWER TO THE PEOPLE
Christian Aid works hard to shift the balance of power in decision
making to the local level
The current international humanitarian system in Bangladesh tends to
be dominated by a few, large international organisations. These end
up working with sizable international actors, who frequently ignore local
and national actors.
This creates an imbalanced power relation
between international agencies and local ones. Locals end up on the
periphery of a humanitarian response, and all that local knowledge,
leadership and capacity for decision making is lost.

One of our trusted partners in Bangladesh is ‘GUK.’ They work
with locals to enable sustainable change in the livelihoods of
communities living in extreme poverty. GUK is well-known locally
for its work with women, who are among the poorest of people in
Bangladesh.
GUK specialises in resilient livelihoods
development, climate change, disaster risk reduction, gender and
women’s empowerment, and good governance accountability.
Inspired by the belief in ‘release not relief’, GUK works with
socially marginalised individuals and communities to bring about
positive and self-sustaining change.

Community members gather during
needs assessment after flash floods in
Haor floods. Credit: Shakeb Nabi/
Christian Aid.

8

St. Andrew’s-with-Castle Gate Newsletter

December 2007

FOODPRINT
You may have seen publicity about Foodprint on local television
and in the press recently. This project, run by Nottingham Trent
University students, is keen to welcome members of the local
community to help with its exciting and innovative work.
About Foodprint
Foodprint is a social enterprise started by students at the
University of Nottingham, selling surplus food at greatly reduced
prices through a low-cost social supermarket in Sneinton,
Nottingham.
It also acts as an intermediary between
supermarkets, wholesalers, charities and the people of
Nottingham to redistribute food.
Clearly, food waste shouldn’t exist with people struggling to
afford nutritious food.
Foodprint tackle this issue directly,
redirecting food that is perfectly fit for consumption but would
otherwise go to waste.
Foodprint collects surplus food destined for landfill from partners
across the city. It is weighed, sorted and distributed free to
those who need it most and to foodbanks, school breakfast clubs
and community eating projects.
Any that cannot be
redistributed is sold through Nottingham’s first social
supermarket as cheaply and sustainably as possible – and by
subsidising fruit and vegetables, the intention is to make healthy
eating as affordable as possible.
The latest project ‘Foodprint on Wheels’, aims to bring
affordable, surplus food to the Nottingham community with a
newly renovated van, thanks to the support of the National
Lottery Community Fund, and funding from alumni and friends of
the University of Nottingham via Cascade.
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Another recent project is ‘Dried Apple Smiles’. Dried apples are
baked and prepared by the Open Wings organisation that
provides support to adults with learning difficulties. Foodprint
then distributes dried apples to school breakfast clubs, helping
children to get the most nutrition out of their school breakfast
meals.
Can you help?
Foodprint is looking for volunteers to open and run the
shop, process deliveries and help redistribute food to
their partner organisations. Volunteers are needed on
Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays, and Mondays and there is
plenty of flexibility to fit around you and your other
commitments.
If this is something that interests you, please send an email to
volunteer@foodprint.io or fill out a brief application form on their
website (www.foodprint.io).
*

*

*

*

*

THE BELGRAVIANS
The Belgravians meet for a variety of social activities during the
year and we would always welcome anyone who would like to
join us for any of our meetings.
We have decided to wait until March to start our new programme
when we will have our AGM and then we will continue every
other month.
In future we will have our meetings in the
afternoon or early evening in the summer. If you would like any
further information please contact Carole M.
*

*

*
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Following the service led by Paulina H on Sunday 26th September,
Malcolm L. sent the following letter to her, and he sent a copy to me to
share with the Church Family.
Thank you again for taking last Sunday morning service. I thought it quite
extraordinary that we were told that the basis on which our Presbyterian and
Congregational churches should be reconsidered now that 50 years had
passed, and your sermon mentioned the numerous Lutheran faiths you have
which reminded me of the story of “Man on the Bridge” An old school
friend who became a Baptist minister but recently died passed me a copy of
“Man on a Bridge” as attached. It seems appropriate that it should not
remain amongst my old papers to be finally lost before many Christians have
a good laugh reading it! I am sending a copy to Patrick our Church
Newsletter editor for him to include perhaps sometime.
Man on a Bridge
I was walking across a bridge one day, and I saw a man standing on the edge,
about to jump. I ran over and said “Stop. Don’t do it”
“Why shouldn’t I? he asked.
“Well, there’s so much to live for!”
“Like what?”
“Are you religious?”
He said “Yes”.
I said “Me too. Are you Christian or Buddhist?”
“Christian.”
“Me too. Are you Catholic or Protestant?”
“Protestant.”
“Me too. Are you Episcopalian or Baptist?”
“Baptist.”
“Wow, Me too. Are you Baptist Church of God or Church of the Lord?”
“Baptist Church of God.”
“Me too. Are you original Baptist Church of God or Reformed Baptist
Church of God?”
“Reformed Baptist Church of God.”
“Me too. Are you Reformed Baptist Church of God, Reformation 1879, or
Reformed Baptist Church of God, Reformation 1975?”
He said “Reformed Baptist Church of God, Reformation 1975.”
I said “Die heretic scum.” and pushed him off.
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THANK YOU
I would like to thank Elaine, Lorna, Catherine, Margaret, Jill, Helen and
Pat who helped decorate the church for harvest with their floral
arrangements.
Thank you for the donations and everyone who
delivered the flowers after the service to members of the congregation
.
Isobel
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DIARY FOR NOVEMBER 2021
3 Wed 7.30 Elders Council Meeting.
7 Sun 11.00 Morning Worship with Holy Communion –
led by The Revd. Chris Ford.
9 Tue

6.00 Taize service of Prayer and Meditation
led by the Revd. Chris Ford.

14 Sun 10.00 Church Orchestra rehearsal.
10.45 Remembrance Sunday – service to be led by
The Revd. Chris Ford.
Last day for contributions for December Newsletter.
21 Sun 10.00 Church Orchestra rehearsal.
11.00 Orchestra Sunday – Service to be led by
The Revd. Chris Ford.
24 Wed 7.30 Finance and Property Group meeting. (on Zoom)
27 Sat

7.00 Junior Church Concert presentation of Dr Doolittle.

28 Sun 11.00 Morning Worship - Service including dedication
of Shoe Boxes to be led by Mr Mark Hodgson.
29 Mon 7.30 Advent Group meet in the Fellowship Room.

Diary continues on next page
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Diary - continued
DECEMBER 2021
1 Wed 7.30 Elders Council Meeting.
5 Sun 11.00 Morning Worship with Holy Communion Service led by the Revd. Chris Ford.
12.30 Church Meeting.
6.00 Carols in the Courtyard.
6 Mon 7.30 Advent Group meet in the Fellowship Room.
8 Wed 7.30 Elders Council meeting.
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