
 

 

St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC                                                              
Order for Worship for Sunday 20th March 2022 at 11.00am           

A Memorial and Thanksgiving Service following the 
Pandemic 

Welcome and Notices 

Call to Worship – Psalm 34:1-3, 8 

“I will extol the Lord at all times; his praise will always be on my 

lips. My soul will boast in the Lord; let the afflicted hear and 

rejoice. Glorify the Lord with me: let us exalt his name together. 

… Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the person who 

takes refuge in him.” 

 

 

Hymn – R&S 96. Great is thy faithfulness 

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 

as thou hast been thou for ever wilt be. 

 

Great is thy faithfulness, great is thy faithfulness, 

morning by morning new mercies I see; 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided, 

great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me. 

 

2. Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 

sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 

join with all nature in manifold witness 

to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

 

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 

 

  T.O.Chisholm (1866-1960) 

 

Opening Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer    

Almighty and Eternal God, we come to you with hungry hearts, 

waiting to be filled: waiting to be filled with a sense of your 

presence; waiting to be filled with the touch of your Spirit; 

waiting to be filled with new energy for service.  



Come to us now, we pray. Be with us and renew us. Empower us 

as your people, so that having worshipped you here we might go 

out to act in the world for your sake. 

 

Almighty God, Spirit of purity and grace, whose salvation is never 

far from the contrite heart, please hear our confession and have 

mercy on us. When we have turned away from your call or 

forgotten the promises of commitment we have made: 

Lord, in your mercy, please forgive us.  

 

When we have made excuses to hide from ourselves where we 

have been unfaithful or when we have been far too ready to 

blame others: 

Lord, in your mercy, please forgive us. 

 

When we have focused our resources on selfish and unnecessary 

luxuries, when so many in our world go without even the basic 

necessities for life: 

Lord, in your mercy, please forgive us. 

 

When we have not listened to your still small voice within us and 

have ignored the pleadings of your Spirit: 

Lord, in your mercy, please forgive us. 

 

In spite of our tendency to pull away from you, in spite of our 

stubborn clinging to our old ways, you, our loving God, continue 

to call us back to yourself, showing us the true nature of 

forgiveness.  

 

You do not keep score of our wrongs, or measure how far we 

have wandered. Rather you welcome us, with acceptance 

and with love. And as we are welcomed as your children, we 

are encouraged to learn from that forgiveness, to offer it to 

ourselves and to offer it to others, time and time again.  

 

We sum up our prayers as we say together the prayer that 

Jesus himself taught us: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 

kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 

lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

Reading – Isaiah 55:1-9 

Family Talk 

Anthem – “A Choral Benediction” by Don Besig 

 

Hymn – R&S 522. From heaven you came, helpless babe 

1. From heaven you came, helpless babe,  

entered our world, your glory veiled; 

not to be served, but to serve, 

and give your life that we might live. 

 



This is our God, the Servant King, 
he calls us now to follow him, 
to bring our lives as a daily offering 
of worship to the Servant King. 
 

2. There in the garden of tears, 

my heavy load he chose to bear; 

his heart with sorrow was torn, 

‘Yet not my will but yours’, he said. 

 
3. Come see his hands and his feet, 

the scars that speak of sacrifice, 

hands that flung stars into space 

to cruel nails surrendered. 

 
4. So, let us learn how to serve, 

and in our lives enthrone him; 

each other’s needs to prefer, 

for it is Christ we’re serving. 

Graham Kendrick (1950 - ) ©1983 Thankyou Music 

 
 

Blessing for the Offertory and for Junior Church           
(Junior Church leave) 

 

Reading – Luke 13:1-9 

 

 

Hymn – O God who longs to make us whole 

A hymn celebrating the founding and work of the NHS, written in 1998 for 
a special service in Leicester Cathedral celebrating the NHS 50th 

anniversary 
Tune: Kingsfold (R&S 201) – English traditional melody collected by Lucy 

Broadwood (1858-1929) 

 

1 
O God who longs to make us whole in body, spirit, mind, 
we praise you for the hopes and dreams you share with 

humankind: 
for those in pow’r whom you inspired to share the nation’s 

wealth, 
that rich and poor alike might know security and health. 

 
2 

We give you thanks for those who strive that knowledge might 
increase; 

for all in office, ward or home whose efforts never cease; 
for those who give of wealth or self, who care or who 

campaign, 
and all who bravely watch and wait to share your people’s 

pain; 
 

3* 
for those in countless walks of life who daily work and strive 

to keep each other safe and well, and help the weak to thrive; 
for those who go beyond the call in myriad other ways, 

and keep alive the light of hope in dark and cheerless days. 
 
 
 
 
 



4 
O give us grace to trust your love when hope remains concealed, 

to watch and pray beside the ones who are not swiftly healed. 
And grant us faith, when death itself provides its own release, 

to trust in your undying love to give them perfect peace. 
 

5 
Give us, O God, your loving zeal to comfort, heal and save, 

to care for one another ‘from the cradle to the grave’. 
Then north to south, and east to west, let love and hope extend, 

until the universe is whole and justice knows no end. 
 

Michael Forster (b 1946) 
 

© 1998 & 2021 Michael Forster 
The text may be reproduced royalty-free for use in worship, as long as 

authorship and copyright are acknowledged, no alterations are made and this 
authorisation is printed in full on all copies. 

 
* This new verse was added in 2021 to recognise the efforts and courage of 
people other than NHS staff during the pandemic. 

 

 

Talk 1 – The Parable of the Fig Tree 

 

Hymn – R&S 653. We cannot measure how you heal 

1. We cannot measure how you heal 

or answer every sufferer’s prayer, 

yet we believe your grace responds 

where faith and doubt unite to care. 

 

 

 

2. The pain that will not go away, 

the guilt that clings from things long past, 

the fear of what the future holds 

are present as if meant to last. 

 

3. But present too is love which tends 

the hurt we never hoped to find, 

the private agonies inside, 

the memories that haunt the mind. 

 

4. Your hands, though bloodied on the cross, 

survive to hold and heal and warn, 

to carry all through death to life 

and cradle children yet unborn. 

 

5. So some have come who need your help, 

and some have come to make amends: 

your hands which shaped and saved the world 

are present in the touch of friends. 

 

6. Lord, let your Spirit meet us here 

to mend the body, mind and soul, 

to disentangle peace from pain 

and make your broken people whole. 

  John Bell (1949 - ) and Graham Maule (1958 - ) 
 

Talk 2 

 



Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Almighty and Eternal God, we bring to you our prayers, in the 
knowledge that what we say and feel in our hearts matters to 
you. We give you our heartfelt thanks for all who have served us 
so faithfully and diligently over the last two years of the 
pandemic.  

For those who have nursed and tended the sick, putting 
themselves in harm’s way every day and never counting the 
hours: We give you our thanks and praise. 

For those who have spent long days and weeks in laboratories in 
order to develop vaccines and anti-viral drugs to combat the 
pandemic and for all those who have administered the 
vaccinations: We give you our thanks and praise. 

For those who have borne the responsibility of taking the difficult 
decisions that have kept us safe and helped us to return to a more 
normal life: We give you our thanks and praise. 

For those who have visited the lonely, done shopping and cooking 
and the collecting of prescriptions for those who were sick or 
isolating: We give you our thanks and praise. 

For those who have fostered a greater sense of community 
identity and helped to encourage us to work with and for each 
other: We give you our thanks and praise. 

For those in our own community here who have worked tirelessly 
to enable us to continue to share together in worship and pastoral 
care: We give you our thanks and praise. 

Almighty and Eternal God, we give you our thanks and praise that 
life is returning for us to something resembling normality. We 
pray now for all those in our world for whom this is not true. We 

continue to pray for all those in our own country and across 
the world who are very ill in hospital, who are suffering the 
long-term effects of having had the virus and who are 
desperate to return to a pain free way of life, that you will 
bring healing and the possibility of new life. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

We continue to pray for all those who work in our hospitals 
and all those who offer community services, doctors, nurses, 
physiotherapists, occupational therapists, mental health 
practitioners, chaplains, all those who ensure the smooth day 
to day running of our hospitals and our community services, 
that you will strengthen them and encourage them, especially 
when they tire and begin to doubt the effectiveness of their 
work. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We continue to pray for the people of Ukraine, for all those 
who have fled from disaster, leaving homes and loved ones 
behind and for all those who stay to offer resistance and to 
offer service to their country in time of greatest need. We pray 
for peace for the people of Ukraine, for a diplomatic solution 
and a swift end to all hostility, that the process of rebuilding 
and reforming a democratic nation may begin. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

Eternal God, we offer you our prayers for all those who have 
died as a result of contracting the virus and for all those who 
have died in the conflict in Ukraine. We pray for their loved 
ones in their grief and sorrow and we pray that they might find 
comfort and peace in the knowledge of your love and 
presence with them and in the love and support of family and 
friends. We pray that we all may one day know the peace, joy 
and completeness of being with you in your eternal Kingdom. 



We offer all our prayers, spoken and unspoken, in the knowledge 
that it is impossible to pray honestly and for nothing to happen. 
And to you, Eternal God, be all honour, glory and praise, now and 
forever more. Amen. 

 

Hymn – R&S 549. One more step along the world I go 

1. One more step along the world I go, 

one more step along the world I go, 

from the old things to the new 

keep me travelling along with you: 

And it’s from the old I travel to the new; 
keep me travelling along with you. 

 

2. Round the corner of the world I turn, 
more and more about the world I learn; 
all the new things that I see 
you’ll be looking at along with me: 

And it’s from the old I travel to the new; 
keep me travelling along with you. 

 
3. As I travel through the bad and good, 

keep me travelling the way I should; 
where I see no way to go 
you’ll be telling me the way, I know: 

And it’s from the old I travel to the new; 
keep me travelling along with you. 

 
 
 
 
 

4. Give me courage when the world is rough, 
keep me loving though the world is tough; 
leap and sing in all I do, 
keep me travelling along with you: 

And it’s from the old I travel to the new; 
keep me travelling along with you. 
 

5. You are older than the world can be, 
you are younger than the life in me; 
ever old and ever new, 
keep me travelling along with you: 

And it’s from the old I travel to the new; 
keep me travelling along with you. 

 
 Sydney  Carter (1915 - 2004) 

 

Benediction (Sung Amen) 
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