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Christian Aid Week 2022 – Order of Service

Introduction and Call to Worship

Christian Aid Video

Hymn: Song of Kingdom Come
I have a voice, you have a voice, we have a voice and when we sing 
together
A line is drawn and hope reborn, this is the song, the song of Kingdom 
Come.
We heard the cries of distant neighbours, the dispossessed, the refugee
And God’s command to feed the hungry and set them free, and set them 
free
We heard the Word, the New Commandment, and we reclaimed the 
prophet’s call
To love the world without condition, God’s love for all, God’s love for all

I have a voice, you have a voice, we have a voice and when we sing 
together
A line is drawn and hope reborn, this is the song, the song of Kingdom 
Come
A reckless love that knows no borders, that speaks the truth to those in 
power
That shines a light on cruel indifference, this is God’s hour, this is God’s 
hour
When we will stand against injustice, with all who live against the grain
Until their poverty is over, and love shall reign, and love shall reign.

I have a voice, you have a voice, we have a voice and when we sing 
together
A line is drawn and hope reborn, this is the song, the song of Kingdom 
Come.
We won’t stand by while sisters suffer, or turn blind eyes to ruthless 
wrong
Our psalm of praise will be compassion, this Kingdom Song, this Kingdom 
Song
A song of love and liberation, of healing hope and lasting peace
A taste of life in all its fullness, God’s masterpiece, God’s masterpiece.

I have a voice, you have a voice, we have a voice and when we sing 
together
A line is drawn and hope reborn, this is the song, the song of Kingdom 
Come
This is the song, the song of Kingdom Come.

Shared by Christian Aid 2022

A Gathering Prayer:
Creator, Son and Spirit, we gather together, online and in-person, 
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to seek Your presence in our time of worship. 
We are hungry for you.

Meet us at our point of deepest need. Connect us with the needs of 
others.
Equip us to join in your creative work.  Transform us more into your 
likeness.
We are hungry for your righteousness

We gather with Jessica and Janet and their communities in Zimbabwe this 
Christian Aid Week.  May their stories make us hungry for justice and even
more impatient for change.
We are hungry for your justice.

We gather with all of creation; with the mountains and the hills. We shall 
burst into song,
with the trees of the field, we will clap our hands.
We are hungry to praise you. Amen

Hymn: (CH4 773) Jesu Tawa Pano Sing 4 times
Jesu tawa pano, Jesu tawa pano. Jesu tawa pano, tawa pano mu zita 

reynu

Words and music by Patrick Matsikenyiri (1937-2021) © 1990, WGRG c/o 
Iona Community, Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
632461. All rights reserved

Reading: Psalm 1

Prayer of Confession: 
Good God of creation, we sing praise to you. 
But even as we raise our voices, we know we have faltered and failed.
Walking on paths that turned our hearts inward,
sitting with those who scoffed at the cries of people in poverty,
mocking those on the margins, denying the earth in her distress.
Too often our leaves have withered, our branches are barren. 
We have failed to be pruned and the axe is now poised. 
Poised to cut down the excesses that crucify all creation, 
the systems that impoverish all people, the privileges that diminish our 
faith. 
But even now it is not too late.
For in the face of judgement comes the offer of grace 
and the hope that deadwood can spring to life.

Where we have failed to bear good fruit and share your abundance for the
earth
God have mercy

When our actions and intentions have been as chaff for the winds of 
heaven 
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God have mercy. Forgive us. Restore us. Inspire us now to delight
in your purposes, 
to embrace your possibilities, to inhabit your promises,  
to flourish as fruit for the world you so love and bring healing for 
all the nations. 
Amen.

Reading: Revelation 21: 1-8

Anthem

All-age address

Hymn: If you believe and I believe (sung twice)
If you believe and I believe and we together pray,
The Holy Spirit must come down and set God’s people free,
And set God’s people free, and set God’s people free,
The Holy Spirit must come down and set God’s people free.

Junior church leave 
Prayer of lamentation:

Establish the work of our hands, O God. 
We call to you, God of Creation
faithful to us by the trees of Eden;
We call to you, God of Redemption
faithful to us on the tree of Calvary;
We call to you, God of fulfilment
faithful to us from the tree of life’s healing.
 
We are your people so answer us, O God, 
from the streets of your city, from your river of life, from your throne
in heaven.
Answer us now

in words of power and mighty deeds. 
Speak to our cries of ‘how long.’
How long will the bellies of children lie empty?
How long will their mothers pray in vain?
How long will temperatures rise beyond record?
How long will the clouds fail to give rain?
How long will the crop fields turn into dust?
How long will the floods cover the plain?
How long will so few live with far too much?
How long will so many be denied what they need?
How long before the healing of nations?
How long will injustice and suffering remain? 
 
But heaven, we know, this is much of our making;
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our scapegoats, our alibis, they all know the truth:
Our pointing the finger and prayers of ‘how long’
echo back on our piety and demand us to answer
How long, how long? 

How long will indifference, inequality and injustice 
deny compassion, healing and fullness of life? 
 
Come and come soon Lord.
Let the peoples rejoice, from Eden to Calvary, from heaven to earth.
Lift every voice to sing, ‘Amen!’ Establish the work of our hands.
Amen

Hymn: (R&S 44) Lord of the boundless curves of space (T= R&S 128)

Address

Hymn: (CH4 360) Jesus Christ is waiting 
Jesus Christ is waiting, waiting in the streets,
No one is his neighbour, all alone he eats.
Listen Lord Jesus, I am lonely too.
Make me, friend or stranger, fit to wait on you.

Jesus Christ is raging, raging in the streets,
Where injustice spirals and real hope retreats.
Listen Lord Jesus, I am angry too.
In the Kingdom’s causes, let me rage with you.

Jesus Christ is healing, healing in the streets,
Curing those who suffer, touching those he greets.
Listen, Lord Jesus, I have pity too.
Let me care be active, healing just like you.

Jesus Christ is calling, calling in the streets,
‘Who will join my journey? I will guide their feet.
Listen, Lord Jesus, let my fears be few.
Walk one step before me, I will follow you

“Jesus Christ is waiting"  Words:  © WGRG, c/o Iona Community, Glasgow, Scotland 
(Admin. by Wild Goose Resource Group)  © Music: WGRG, c/o Iona Community, Glasgow,
Scotland (Admin. by Wild Goose Resource Group).  CCLI license 114191 

Offertory

Prayers of thanksgiving and intercession:
Please find on the end of your pew paper leaves, fruit and axes, and 

pens:
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Leaf – a prayer and a hope for healing for a situation in your heart 
and for all who hunger in Zimbabwe and around the world.
Fruit – a good act or service we promise to do in the world to make 
a lasting difference.
Axe – an injustice that needs to be cut down or cut back so all of 
creation can flourish. 

God of all the earth,
we offer with our gifts
these leaves of our compassion
this fruit of our promises 
and the axe of our aspirations 
for the healing of the nations
and the transformation of the world. Amen

Hymn: (R&S 415) You shall go out with joy (sung twice)

Blessing (Said Amen)


