St Andrew’s with Castle Gate URC
Order for Worship for Sunday 3™ March 2024 at 11.00am

Welcome and Notices

Call to Worship — Isaiah 55:6-9

Hymn — R&S 95. God is love: let heaven adore him
Opening Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer

Reading — John 2:13-22

Family Talk

Anthem

Hymn — R&S 523. Give me joy in my heart

Blessing for the Offertory and for the Junior Church
(Junior Church leave)

Reading — 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

Talk — The Cleansing of the Temple

Hymn — R&S 200. The kingdom of God is justice and joy
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

Invitation to the Table

Jesus said that anyone who wanted to follow him could remember
him by eating bread and drinking wine. We gather together now to
celebrate Holy Communion in order to remember Jesus, to give
thanks for all that he means for our day to day living and to commit

ourselves to trying to walk his way more faithfully.

Hymn — R&S 438. An upper room did our Lord prepare

The Story

To anyone who wants to follow him, Jesus gave an example and
a command, based on the experience he shared with his
disciples in an upstairs room in Jerusalem.

On the night on which he was betrayed and as they were
sitting at a meal, Jesus took a piece of bread and broke it. He
gave it to his disciples saying, “This is my body. It is broken for
you. Do this to remember me.”

Later, after they had eaten, Jesus took a cup of wine and said,
“This cup is the new relationship with God made possible
because of my death. Drink this all of you, to remember me.”

So, now we do as Jesus did. As he said a prayer of thanks with
his friends, so now we give our thanks and praise to God.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Eternal God, we thank and praise you that it is possible for us to
know and love you, to trust you and to serve you. You have
made our beautiful world and you have made us to enjoy it and
to enjoy being with each other.

Eternal God, we thank you for the example of Jesus. We thank
you for the love he shared with all people; we thank you that
he showed us the importance of loving you and putting you
first in our lives; we thank you that he taught us that we can
always say sorry and find a new way of living; we thank you
for the care he gave to people in need and for the way he
encouraged people who had lost confidence in themselves.
We thank you too that he was prepared to suffer and to die in
order that his message of love should be shared with the
world.



So now we come to this table to remember Jesus and to ask that
we might be strengthened to live as he lived. Help us to be faithful
followers of his way, sharing his love with all whom we meet.
Amen.

The Sharing of the Bread and the Wine
These are the gifts of God for the people of God.

Prayer after Communion

Eternal God, we give you our deep thanks for this time together,
for these symbols that have reminded us of Jesus and for these
people we know and love. We now offer you our day to day living.
Help us to go out to live as changed people, to walk in the way of
Jesus and to share love and kindness with all. Amen.

Hymn — R&S 345. Guide me, O thou great Jehovah

Benediction: The Blessing of St Columba
Be Thou a bright flame before me,

Be Thou a guiding star above me,

Be Thou a smooth path below me,

Be Thou a kindly shepherd behind me,
Today and forever. Amen.

We give a very warm welcome to all who are worshipping with us
today, either in the sanctuary or on-line. If you are sitting next to a
microphone, it is in use.

This Service will be live-streamed and you may be seen on camera,
although we will not deliberately take any close-ups of the
congregation. By attending you agree to be seen in this way. If you
have any concerns, please speak with our Church Secretary.

If you are visiting for the first time, please do fill out a visitor’s card,
which can be found in the vestibule. We would be very pleased to stay
in touch with you.

We extend a very warm invitation to you all to join us after the Service

for coffee and friendship in our Fellowship Room downstairs. Please
leave the sanctuary by the door on the right at the front and turn
downstairs. There is a lift, if you require one. When using the lift,
please keep your finger on the button until you have arrived at your
destination.

If you would like to make a donation to support our Church’s life and
witness, donations may be made by cash in the offertory bags
hanging on the end of the pews at the back of church or, at the end
of the Service, on the large offertory plate by the door leading to
coffee. Donations may also be made through the card reader on the
shelf by the right hand door at the back of Church.

More information on our Church’s life and witness may be found at
www.standrewswithcastlegate.org.uk.
www.facebook.com/StAndrewsWithCastleGate
www.instagram.com/StAndrewsWithCastleGate
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